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2 ; SEVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Seventy-Second Annual Encampment 


Department of Massachusetts 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 


Hore, BrapFrorpD, Boston, Mass., April 12, 1938. 


Pursuant to General Orders from Department Headquarters, twenty-two com- 
rades gathered to carry out the details and functions of the Seventy-Second Annual 
Encampment of the Department of Massachusetts. 

Past Department Commander George A. Gay was appointed Officer of the Day 
by Commander Bronson. 

The officers of the Department and the official staff were not escorted to the 
platform, as in former years, but were present in their places at the opening of the 
proceedings. 

Commander Bronson: Officer of the Dey, are the approaches to this hall properly 
guarded? 

Officer of the Day: Yes. 

Commander Bronson: And only those persons remaining who are entitled to 
remain? 

Officer of the Day; Yes, ... . here 

Commander Brousén: “Ehe Chajlin:wiil evoke: ‘divin blessing} ‘es 

(All present rise. hes : i 

Chaplain E. George Biddle: : Heavenly’ Father,‘we apprédch ‘Thee at this moment 
with thanksgiving and praise, thanking ‘hee fot the preservatiqn of our lives and 
for giving us health and strength to meet here today. Thou knowest it is always a 
blessing for us to be together. O, God! there is so much for us to thank Thee. 
We thank Thee for the preservation of our country. In the midst of all the changes 
that have gone on in the years Thou hast still preserved the Flag and the honor of 
our country. We pray for Thy blessings upon these comrades whom Thou hast 
blessed with long life and with so much vigor and health and strength. Bless us 
daily, we pray Thee, and those who are leading and conducting these services and 
this Encampment. 

We pray especially, O, God, that Thou hast blessed those who have gone during 
the past year. We pray that Thou hast given eternal rest to those who so recently 
left us. Bless the country, O, God, in these days and hours of confusion and strife 
and war—unnecessary war, ungodly war. We pray that Thou canst give us the 
power to trust in Thee. And bless, O God, the Grand Army. Bless our Depart- 
ment Commander so as to enable him to command and conduct the affairs of this 
Department. These things we ask in the name of Christ, our Grand Commander. 

en. 

Commander Bronson: If you will remain standing we will salute the colors. 
“T pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the Republic 
for which it stands; one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 

Roll call of officers next. Mrs. Phinney, will you please call the roll? 
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ROLL OF ENCAMPMENT lef 


(Comrades whose names are preceded by an asterisk (*) were present.] 5 


DEPARTMENT OFFICERS an 


Commander . ; . : z .  *Joun E. Bronson 
Senior Vice-Commander f i : ; . *Josppx F. Stopparp 
Junior Vice-Commander : : é .  *CHARLES A. MILES 
Medical Director . : : ; ; ALBERT A. NICKERSONT 
Chaplain. ; ‘ ; : . *Rev. E. Georce BIppLe 


COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION 


*GEORGE W. GREEN HENRI BATCHELDER 
*DupbLEY L. PAGE *PRINCE A, PHINNEY 
LEONARD Boypb 


OFFICIAL STAFF 


Assistant Adjutant-General . : i : FREDERICK H. BisHopt 
Assistant Quartermaster-General : ; ; FREDERICK H. BisHopt 
» Judge Advocate... ¢ ‘ ; .  ™“Wriiram H. WorMSTEAD 
Inspector : : .  *GruBerT D. STREETER 
Chief Mustering Officer , ; ; .  *WiiuraM F. DopcE 
Patriotic Instructor 4 ; : .  *Dennis DrIscoLu 
~ Chief of Staff ; ; .  *Hrram 8. Faunce 
“Department Secretary. : 4 ; . ™“Heuten A. PHINNEY 
oa : 
PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS 
3 Epwin J. Fosrer *EDWIN H. LINCOLN 
<  Freperick H. BisHopt *GrorGE A. Gay 
-—  *GrorGE W. GREEN CHARLES L. RoBINSON 
<< t Deceased. 
as | 
ss Mrs. Phinney: Commander, the roll has been called and I find all officers present 
$ except Comrades Batchelder and Boyd. The offices of Assistant Adjutant-General 
= and Medical Director have been vacated by the Grim Reaper. 
‘f Commander Bronson: I appoint at this time as Assistant Adjutant-General 
~ pro tem Past Department Commander Green. 
> 
> POSTS 
— 


Dahlgren Post 2, South Boston 
Commander, Frederick Whitney 
Members present, 0 


William H. Bartlett Post 3, Taunton 
Commander, Henry N. Hopkins 
Members present, 0 





U. S. Grant Post 4, Melrose 
Commander, Charles L. Robinson 
Members present, 0 
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General Lander Post 5, Lynn 
Commander, *William F. Dodge 
Members present, 1 





E. W. Pierce Post 8, Middleborough 
Commander, George W. Thomas 
Members present, 0 





Abraham Lincoln Post 11, Charlestown 
Commander, *Joseph F. Stoddard | 
Members present, 0 





Fletcher Webster Post 13, Brockton 
Commander, William Winsor 
Members present, 0 





John A. Andrew Post 15, Boston 
Commander, *Dennis Driscoll 
Members present, 0 





E. K. Wilcox Post 16, Springfield 
Commander, Charles B. Burt 
Members present, 0 





General Sedgwick Post 17, Orange 
Commander, *Gilbert D. Streeter 
Members present, 0 





Edwin V. Sumner Post 19, Fitchburg 
Commander, George C. Jewett 
Members present, 0 





Maj. E. F. Fletcher Post 22, Milford 
Commander, *James M. Fletcher 
Members present, 0 





Thomas G. Stevenson Post 26, Roxbury 
Commander, William H. Emery 
Members present, 0 





F. P. H. Rogers Post 29, Waltham 
Commander, Samuel E. Clark 
Members present, 0 





Phil H. Sheridan Post 34, Salem 
Commander, James Carney 
Members present, 0 
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Needham Post 39, Lawrence 
Commander, George W. Towne 
Members present, 0 





Gen. H. G. Berry Post 40, Malden 
Commander, Oscar C. Wallace 
Members present, 0 





Lyon Post 41, Westfield 
Commander, George W. Frost 
Members present, 0 


B. F. Butler Post 42, Lowell 
Commander, *Dudley L. Page 
Members present, 0 





Maior How Post 47, Haverhill 
Commander, *Ezra G. Bly 
Members present, 0 





George L. Boutwell Post 48, Ayer 
Commander, Hiram §. Clark 
Members present, 0 





A. W. Bartlett Post 49, Newburyport 
Commander, Charles F. Peel 
Members present, 0 





Charles H. Stevens Post 53, Leominster 
Commander, *Charles F. Staples 
Members present, 0 





Charles Beck Post 56, Cambridge 
Commander, Francis J. O’Reilly 
Members present, 0 





Reynolds Post 58, East Weymouth 
Commander, Henry B. Vogell 
Members present, 0 





Franklin Post 60, Franklin 
Commander, Albert J. Newell 
Members present, 0 





Charles Ward Post 62, Newtonville 
Commander, Leonard Boyd 
Members present, 0 
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Gen. Wadsworth Post 63, Natick 
Commander, George B. Howe 
Members present, 0 





Benj. Stone Jr. Post 68, Dorchester 
Commander, Charles A. Richards 
Members present, 0 





A. St. John Chambre Post 72, Stoughton 
Commander, *Charles A. Miles 
Members present, 0 





McPherson Post 73, Abington 
Commander, Frederick M. Bricker 
Members present, 0 





Hartsuff Post 74, Rockland 
Commander, Willard Gurney 
Members present, 0 





J. P. Gould Post 75, Stoneham 
Commander, George E. Kenson 
Members present, 0 





David A. Russell Post 78, Whitman 
Commander, Shepard F. Eaton 
Members present, 0 





Charles D. Sanford Post 79, North Adams 
Commander, John Mitchell 
Members present, 0 





Isaac B. Patten Post 81, Watertown 
Commander, Alvin F. Tolman 
Members present, 0 





John Goodwin, Jr., Post 82, Marblehead 
Commander, *Samuel Snow 
Members present, | 





W. L. Baker Post 86, Northampton 
Commander, Alphonse Witherell 
Members present, 0 





J. H. Chipman, Jr., Post 89, Beverly 
Commander, David L. Story 
Members present, 0 
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Francis Washburn Post 92, Brighton 
Commander, James A. Sawyer 
Members present, 0 





Capt. Horace Niles Post 110, Randolph 
Commander, *Hiram 8. Faunce 
Members present, 0 





D. G. Farragut Post 116, Gardner 
Commander, Charles C. Merritt 
Members present, 0 





Moses Ellis Post 117, Medfield 
Commander, Julius A. Fitts 
Members present, 0 





Timothy Ingraham Post 121, Hyde Park 
Commander, Patrick J. Donlon 
Members present, 1 





W. W. Rockwell Post 125, Pittsfield 
Commander, *Edwin H. Lincoln 
Members present, 0 





Gen. J. Appleton Post 128, Ipswich 
Commander, Charles W. Bradstreet 
Members present, 0 





James H. Sargent Post 130, West Medway 
Commander, Dennis W. Riordan 
Members present, 0 





Robert A. Bell Post 134, Boston 
Commander, *E. George Biddle 
Members present, 0 





Isaac Davis Post 138, West Acton 
Commander, George L. Towne 
Members present, 0 





Willard C. Kinsley Post 139, Somerville 
Commander, Dennis M. Dailey 
Members present, 0 





C. L. Chandler Post 143, Brookline 
Commander, *Prince A. Phinney 
Members present, 0 
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Charles W. Carroll Post 144, Dedham 
Commander, *John EK. Bronson 
Members present, 0 





Wm. A. Streeter Post 145, Attleboro 
Commander, Charles D. Kinney 
Members present, 1 





James A. Perkins Post 156, Everett 
Commander, *George A. Parsons 
Members present, 0 





F. A. Clary Post 164, Conway 
Commander, James Coughlin 
Members present, 0 





J. Arthur Johnson Post 173, Sturbridge 
Commander, Jeremiah J. Shepard 
Members present, 0 





Edwin E. Day Post 174, Greenfield 
Commander, John R. Sears 
Members present, 0 





Ladd and Whitney Post 185, Lowell 
Commander, Charles M. Bixby 
Members present, 0 





R. A. Pierce Post 190, New Bedford 
Commander, *George N. Alden 
Members present, 0 





P. M. Whiting Post 192, North Attleboro 
Commander, Michael Harlow 
Members present, 0 


Thomas A. Parker Post 195, East Pepperell 
Commander, *George A. Gay 
Members present, 0 


Boston Post 200, Jamaica Plain 
Commander, *George W. Green 
Members present, 0 





Thomas Gardner Post 207, Nantucket 
Commander, James H. Wood 
Members present, 0 
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Commander Bronson: Next is the Commander’s address. You will now give 
your attention to the reading of the Commander’s address by our Secretary, Mrs. 
Phinney. 

(For further proceedings, see page 24.) 


ADDRESS OF DEPARTMENT COMMANDER JOHN E. BRONSON 
COMRADES :— 


One year ago you honored me by electing me your Department Commander. 
In accepting this highest gift, I did so with a due sense of the responsibility and 
trust imposed upon me. 

Although handicapped by poor eyesight, strength and vigor otherwise has, by 
the blessing of God, been given me in good measure. 

Feeling it my duty to represent the Massachusetts Department, I have accepted 
as many as possible the invitations extended me. In this respect I realize that | 
some of my Comrades might have been assigned to represent the Department 
upon some of these occasions; but bearing in mind that so many were handicapped 
by age and infirmities, distance and uncertainty of transportation, while on the 
other hand my own well-being and the kindness of friends permitted me to make 
the trips, I have hesitated to ask my comrades. 


MEMBERSHIP 


Our membership by last report was 173. Today we have only 132 members. 
Eight posts have surrendered their charters; we now have only 66 posts. Sad to 
relate, some of these posts have only one member and many only two or three 
members. 

Though our membership dwindle, the hearts of the Comrades grow closer to- 
gether in a tie of fraternity, community of interest, and lofty purpose. 


FINANCES 


We are in a fairly good condition regarding our finances and with assistance 
rendered by the State and the help which the various organizations have con- 
tributed, we are still able to carry on. 


MEMORIAL Day 


Early in its existence the Grand Army of the Republic proclaimed May 30 as 
their Holy Day to be set apart in memory of our Comrades who made the supreme 
sacrifice in our great Civil War, to be observed with appropriate services. In the 
course of time certain procedure and ritualistic ceremonies have been adopted. 
As the ranks of the Grand Army became depleted and age and infirmity made the 
performance of their sacred duties difficult, our Sons and Daughters with our 
other Auxiliaries have assisted us in many ways. In recent years they have assumed 
these duties under the leadership of surviving comrades. 

At the close of the World War when these younger veterans had organized they 
too adopted May 30 as their Memorial Day. They were glad to accept advice 
from our comrades and showed a willingness to co-operate with our auxiliaries, 
gaining a knowledge of the procedure adopted by the Grand Army, and so well 
trained have they all become that deceased soldiers of all wars are now remembered. 
I think we may rest assured that the Holy Day of the Grand Army and the sacred 
duties pertaining to our deceased comrades will be in safe hands. It may be of 
interest to note that our Sons through National and State committees have under- 
taken the work of locating, marking, and registering all graves of Civil War soldiers. 

Memorial Week I visited every school in my town, also those in Needham and 
Westwood some 13 in all. Wonderful patriotic programs were given. I only hope 
and trust that in my own remarks I was able to impress the children with a sense 
of the duties and responsibilities to be theirs as future citizens. 
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In all my visits I was ably supported by delegations from the Woman’s Relief 
Corps, Daughters of Union Veterans, American Legion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 


In MEMORIAM 


During the last year many of our true and loyal comrades have answered the 
last roll call and have been mustered into that vast Heavenly Army. Among 
those who will be greatly missed from our ranks is Albert A. Nickerson, Depart- 
ment Medical Director. He passed to his eternal rest on May 1, 1937. A man of 
marked ability and one who was a generous and faithful friend, wedded to the 
welfare of the Grand Army of the Republic, his life was one of constant service to 
his comrades. 

Frederick H. Bishop, Assistant Adjutant-General, died March 19, 1938. Served 
as Department Commander in 1933. I voice the sentiment of every Comrade of 
this Department that in his passing away the Department lost a faithful worker 
and a lovable Comrade. 


County ASSOCIATIONS 


With the passing of the posts and the departure of the comrades to serve under 
the Great Commander, the County Associations have come to assume an im- 
portant place in supplying a real need and opportunity for the comrades to gather 
together, renew old associations and transact certain business along the lines of 
the work of the order. 

As Department Commander I have attended meetings in Essex, Suffolk, Middle- 
sex, Plymouth, and Norfolk Counties; and have enjoyed meeting the comrades 
present. Some few times I have been the only Comrade present but doubtless 
good reasons had prevented the attendance of others. I would urge all comrades 
living in a County to try and attend such meetings if possible, greeting their 
comrades and forming new ties. 

The joint sessions with the members of our Auxiliaries is a source of great nieeaeet 

One problem confronting the comrades is transportation to meetings. It might 
be that if a comrade or some member of his family could make his wishes known 
to members of our Auxiliaries that they would be only too glad to assist. 


NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 


As Department Commander I had the pleasure of attending the Convention 
held at Madison, Wisconsin, last September. Considering the distance and fatigue 
of travel it was wonderful to see so many comrades in attendance. Today it is 
estimated that approximately 3,000 survive. Is it not remarkable then to find 
that almost 200 comrades were in attendance at this Seventy-First National 
Encampment. The oldest registered 99, the youngest 88. Hight comrades of the 
Massachusetts Department took the trip. Five affiliated organizations brought 
over 2,000 members to their respective Conventions. 

The first thought was for comrades who had gone on before, and ‘the opening 
of the five days meeting was given over to religious and memorial services, in 
which our Auxiliaries took an important part. 

A question of honor to the American Flag appeared to be the main bar to the 
official G.A.R. participation in a reunion with the surviving Confederate soldiers 
at the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg, to be held this 
year June 26 to July 6. A long discussion resulted in a vote to accept the invita- 
tion but included a clause that “such reunion have in view only the Flag of this 
United States of America.”’ 

Colpitts Tourist Company who had charge of the trip as usual gave us the 
best of care and attention. At Madison all honor and respect was shown the 
comrades, solicitous for our comfort and well being every one united to make our 
stay a pleasant one. 


GRAND ARMY OF THE RepuBLIC HIGHWAY 
A particularly noteworthy event occurred during the past year, in the formal 
opening of The Grand Army of the Republic Highway. This project was con- 
ceived by William L. Anderson, Jr., of our Sons, and sponsored here in Massachu- 
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setts by members of the Massachusetts Department, who desired to perpetuate 
the memory of their fathers. Highway No. 6 was chosen, extending 1,300 miles 
from Provincetown on the Cape to the State line of Iowa, with plans to carry it 
to the Pacific Coast. 

The National Encampment of the Sons in 1936 endorsed the plan and appointed 
Past Department Commander William L. Anderson, Sr., as Chairman of the 
G.A.R. Highway Commission. A bill was sponsored, presented to the Massachu- 
setts Legislature by Senator Newland H. Holmes, accepted January 19, passed 
February 2, and signed by the Governor on Lincoln’s Birthday, 1937. 

Several other states have since officially named Route No. 6 as Grand Army of 
the Republic Highway. This highway was officially dedicated May 16, 1937, at 
New Bedford, and I with 12 of my comrades attended the exercises. 


Rapio BROADCASTS 


Our Sons also have another fine achievement to their credit. For some years 
past, through the efforts of their Department Radio Committee frequent programs 
have been broadcast, dramatizing Civil War episodes, showing what the soldier 
did and what he dared. Grateful acknowledgements have been received from 
numerous radio audiences. May these programs continue and in such manner 
carry on the work that the comrades down through the years have endeavored to 
promote. In this way the World may be told the story when the ‘‘Boys in Blue 
are gone.” 


Woman’s RELIEF Corps 
Founded but a few years after our own organization this body of noble women 
has been a tower of strength to us. Their membership including as it does so many 
wives and daughters of a comrade’s family and considering also that thousands of 
other patriotic women have obligated themselves to assist in carrying on the work 
of the Grand Army it is most fitting to give them all the recognition in our power. 
Their record of achievements in our behalf speaks for itself. 


LADIES OF THE G. A. R. 


This organization of patriotic women is fully living up to the objects for which 
they have pledged themselves and we as Grand Army men should especially 
recognize their work. They have rendered valuable service to the comrades and 
have worked with and for us, and can be relied upon to continue their good work 
in our behalf. 


Sons oF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIvIL WAR 


I have just called attention to some most noteworthy achievements of the Sons. 
Thoughtful of our interests words can hardly express our gratitude and apprecia- 
tion of this willingness and ability to accomplish these activities in our behalf. 
In many and various ways our Sons are giving us aid and assistance. 


DAUGHTERS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 


Another of our heirs who stand second to none in achievement. Most loyally 
have they worked and faithfully exemplified the principles of their order. The 
comrades can testify to the many acts of kindness and thoughtfulness showing 
them—“‘The little things of life that count so much.” In the years to come may 
he Daughters grow and prosper. 


Sons or UNION VETERANS AUXILIARY 
The Auxiliary to the Sons deserve great credit for the manner in which they 
have performed their duties, and the comrades also appreciate their good deeds 
and services on many occasions. 


VETERANS OF OTHER WARS 


The many kindnesses shown us by these younger Veterans, the respect and 
honors extended in so many ways, their zeal to assist and help afforded are most 


gratefully appreciated. 
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RECEPTION 
In my own town the Veterans of Foreign Wars tendered me a fine testimonial, 
and my own Woman’s Relief Corps and Tent of the Daughters sponsored a most 
pleasant reception at which 6 of my comrades were present to share with me a 
fine program. 


FRIENDLY RELATIONS COMMITTEE 


A most outstanding event was a gathering sponsored by the Allied Orders, held 
at G.A.R. Hall Somerville Nov. 29, 1937. There were 12 Comrades present, the 
ages totaling 1,095 years, this number representing one tenth of all the surviving 
comrades in Massachusetts. We all had a most enjoyable evening. 


VISITATIONS 


During my term of office I have received and accepted many invitations not 
only from our own Auxiliaries but from military, civil and fraternal organizations. 
The list is too long to make specific mention but I have enjoyed all these gatherings, 
and appreciate all the honors and respect conferred upon me. 


DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 


As Department Commander I have attended at Headquarters as occasion de- 
manded, meeting and consulting with the other officers, and disposing of such busi- 
ness as came before us. 

The other Department officers I feel assured have attended to such matters 
as pertain to their respective duties. Their reports will speak for themselves. 
The Assistant Adjutant-General Comrade Bishop has been most faithful in his 
attendance at Headquarters and in the performance of his duties. 

I should be remiss in my duty if I did not follow in the footsteps of Past De- 
partment Commanders and also in giving my own testimony if I did not speak 
of that most faithful friend of all the comrades, our Department Secretary Helen 
A. Phinney. Her untiring efforts in our behalf devotion to our welfare, loving 
sympathy, anticipation of our wishes and most efficient discharge of her duties, 
have endeared her to the comrades, during all the years she has been our guide 
and counselor at Headquarters. Mere words can hardly express our appreciation 
Mrs. Phinney, speaking for myself and in behalf of my comrades we sincerely 
thank her. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
As everything has been so well taken care of by my predecessors for the work 
of this Department, I have no suggestion that will add to its efficient management. 
I recommend that the appropriations be sufficient to keep up our standing. 


In CONCLUSION 
In closing I wish to thank the comrades for their loyalty and support and for 
exemplifying in so many ways the principles of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
My associations with you have been most pleasant and I shall always cherish them. 
May we all so conduct ourselves that at the last Roll-Call we can report 
Here I am— 
“T have fought the good fight, 
I have kept the faith.” 
Fraternally in F., C. and L., 
JoHun E. Bronson, Department Commander. 
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REPORT OF DEPARTMENT SENIOR VICE-COMMANDER 


CHELSEA, Mass., March 1, 1938. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


ComrADE:—I submit herewith a report of my services as Department Senior 
Vice-Commander. 

I have accepted all invitations and details that were in my power to do. They 
include: receptions to Commander Bronson, Govenrnor’s Reception at the State 
House, receptions and gatherings held by the Woman’s Relief Corps, anniversaries 
of the Sons and Daughters of Union Veterans, Sons of Veterans Auxiliary and 
Ladies of the G.A.R., Lincoln memorial services at Memorial Hall. Visited three 
schools in week preceding Memorial Day, took part in Memorial Sunday services 
at the Congregational Church, Charlestown: decorated five burial grounds with 
800 flags, the Warren Statue in Bunker Hill Monument, and assisted the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars in decorating five squares. Attended the dedication of Grand 
Army Highway at New Bedford. Attended the 150th anniversary of the signing 
of the Constitution. Attended the National Convention at Madison, Wisconsin. 
Attended meeting of the Metropolitan District Sons of Veterans at Malden; 
also Suffolk and Norfolk County Associations. The year has been a busy one. 

I wish to thank my comrades for electing me as their Senior Vice-Commander, 
also Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop, and our Department Secretary, Helen 
A. Phinney for their courtesy on all occasions. 

Respectfully submitted in F. C. and L., 


JosEePH F’. Sropparp, Department Senior Vice-Commander. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT JUNIOR VICE-COMMANDER 


SroucHTon, Mass., March 1, 1988. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


CoMRADE:—I have the honor to forward my report as Junior Vice-Commander. 

My services for the year can be summed up as follows: I have attended meet- 
ings of the Council of Administration, visited schools on the week preceding 
Memorial Day. Attended the anniversaries of Post 13, Brockton and Woman’s 
Relief Corps 99, Stoughton; also the Department Commander’s Reception and 
Friendly Relations at Somerville. 

I have endeavored to meet the responsibilities of the position, with which I 
was honored, to the best of my ability. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 


Cuaruses A. Mites, Department Junior Vice-Commander. 


BP birt ASG WEP iSo a cha Ula 
REPORT OF MEDICAL DIRECTOR 


ALBERT A. NICKERSON 


Died in office 
May 1, 1937 


NO REPORT 
SSR 
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REPORT OF DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN 


Boston, Mass., March 1, 1938. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CoMRADE :—I have the honor to render to you my report as Department Chaplain. 

I have received reports from forty-one Post Chaplains, which have shown 
careful preparation and loyalty to our rules. Posts even when there were only one 
or two members left attended Memorial Services and also the special Sunday 
Service. None failed to secure Ministers or other prominent speakers for the 
occasions. 

There were 111 cemeteries visited. The reports show that tens of thousands of 
Veterans’ graves were decorated. 

A very gratifying result of the reports is that the departing years have not in 
the least lessened the earnest and devoted care of the Auxilliaries of the Grand 
Army. 

The Woman’s Relief Corps and the Daughters of Veterans are still a great 
encouragement to the “Boys in Blue.” 

Many of the reports show that the Sons of Veterans are still active and helpful. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 


E. GEORGE Brippi4, Department Chaplain. 


REPORT OF ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL 
Boston, Mass., March 1, 1938. 
JoHN E. Bronson, Department Commander: 


CoMRADE:—I have the honor to render my report as Assistant Adjutant-General 
for the year ending February 28, 1938. The following table shows the membership 
of the Department to December 31, 1937: 








Number of posts . : 66 
Number of comrades in “good ‘standing, December 31, 1936 ; «, yee 
Number gained from all sources : ; 7 
180 

Number of comrades lost by death Ayer 4 

Number lost from all other sources ; ; 7 
Total loss. : ‘ : ; 48 
Number in good standing, December 31, 1937 : a> aes 


The following Posts, eight in number, have surrendered their charters during 
the year; Post I, New Bedford; Post 7, Boston; Post 10, Worcester; Post 21, 
Boston; Post 35, Chelsea; Post 76, Plymouth; Post 93, Shelburne Falls; Post 122, 
Amesbury. 

Of the 66 Posts in good standing, 34 Posts have but 1 member each, while in 
the remaining 32 Posts the membership ranges from 2 to 6 members. Total 132. 
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REPORT OF MEMBERSHIP BY DISTRICTS, AND OF THE NUMBER OF REPRESENT- 
ATIVES TO THE NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT TO WHICH EAcH DISTRICT IS ENTITLED 


District No. 


District No. 
District No. 
District No. 
District No. 
District No. 
District No. 


District No. 


NIODORP WH 


(o@) 


Members-at-Large 


IN 1938 


CouUNTIES 


Bristol 
Nantucket 
Plymouth 
Norfolk . 
Suffolk 
Essex ‘ 
Middlesex 
Worcester 
Hampden 
Berkshire 
Franklin 
Hampshire 


| Members 


coh 


| ore er) 





Represent- 
atives 
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The following table shows the membership by counties in detail: 


TABULATED REPORT BY COUNTIES 


Number 
Number LOocaTION of Mem-)||Number LocaTION 
of Post bers of Post 
Berkshire County Middlesex County 
79 | North Adams : 2 4 | Melrose . ; 
125 | Pittsfield F 2 29 | Waltham 
————_—_ 40 | Malden . 
Total (2 Posts) . 4 42 | Lowell 
48 | Ayer 4 
56 | Cambridge 
Bristol County 62 | Newtonville . 
3 | Taunton ; 1 63 | Natick 
46 | Fall River 1 75 | Stoneham 
145 | Attleboro 5 81 | Watertown 
190 | New Bedford. 2 1388 | West Acton 
192 | North Attleborough 1 139 | Somerville 


156 Everett . 


185 Lowell . 
Total (5 Posts) .. 10 {On| Wack Pepperell 


Total (15 Posts) 
Essex County 


5 | Lynn 6 
34 | Salem 9 Nantucket County 
39 | Lawrence 1 207 | Nantucket 
47 | Haverhill 2 
49 | Newburyport 1 Total (1 Post) 
82 | Marblehead 3 
89 | Beverly . 1 Norfolk County 
128 | Ipswich . 1 58 | East Weymouth 
146 | Lawrence 4 60 | Franklin 
—_—_—— 72 | Stoughton 
Total (9 Posts) . 18 88 | Quincy . 
110 | Randolph 
117 | Medfield 
130 | West Medway 
17 peace Comy 3 143 | Brookline 
16458 (Conwayorin, ee 1 144 | Dedham . 
174 | Greenfield 2 Total (9 Posts) 
Total (3 Posts) . 6 
Plymouth County 
8 | Middleborough 
Hampden Cy 13 | Brockton 
16 | Springfield. i) 73 | Abington 
41 | Westfield 1 74 | Rockland 
wa 78 | Whitman 4 
Total (2 Posts) . 6 Total (5 Posts) . 
Hampshire County Suffolk County 
86 Northampton g 2 2 South Boston 


qe ik Charlestown . 
Total (1 Post) . 2 15 | Boston 
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TABULATED REPORT BY CouNTIES—Concluded 


Number 
Number LocaTION of Mem-|/Number LocaTION 
of Post bers || of Post 
Suffolk County Cont. Worcester County 
26 | Roxbury 1 19 | Fitchburg 
68 | Dorchester 3 BAe eVLUtOrd oe 
92 | Brighton 1 53 | Leominster 
121 | Hyde Park 3 116 | Gardner . 
134 | Boston 1 173 | Sturbridge 
200 | Jamaica Plain 4 
—_— Total (5 Posts) 
Total (9 Posts) 18 


There should be recorded here my appreciation of the valuable service given 


by our Secretary, Mrs. Helen A. Phinney. 


Yours in FY CO; and’ L:; 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


REPORT OF ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL 


Boston, Mass., 


Joun E. Bronson, Department Commander: 


March 1, 1938. 


ComraDE:—The following report of the financial transactions during the past 


year is respectfully submitted: 


The figures have been certified by the Auditing Committee: 


Cash on hand 

Interest on invested. funds 2 

Received from Sons Union Veterans . 

Received from Daughters Union Veterans . 
Received from Woman’s Relief Corps 
Received from Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Received from other sources ; 


March 1937-1938 


March 
April 

May 

June 

July : 
August . 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 


Balance on hand March 1, 1938 


Expenses per Month 


$3,116 45 
64 48 
500 00 
100 00 
10 00 
1,100 00 
1 10 


$126 55 
387 31 
207 21 
149 81 
143 41 
154 46 
620 13 
204 67 
149 06 
147 34 
152 32 
190 81 


$4,892 03 


$2,683 08 
2,208 95 


$4,892 03 
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MERCHANDISE ACCOUNT 


Supplies on hand March 1, 1938 : , , $48 84 
Bought during the year . : ; 1 91 
pertain ine $50 75 
Sold during the year : , $1 10 
On hand March 1, 1938 . f ; ; 46 98 
Depreciation . ; 2 67 
ma ie $50 75 
ASSETS 
Provident Savings Bank . , $1,607 32 
First National Bank ; 5 507 82 
Cash 375: : ; : ; 93 81 
eae 
LIABILITIES 
None 
Value of supplies. : ; $49 19 
Colors ; : , 200 00 
Office furniture . ; , 250 00 
$499 19 


Respectfully submitted, 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Quartermaster-General. 


_ REPORT OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE 


MARBLEHEAD, Mass., March 1, 1938. 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
CoMRADE:—I would preface my report with a word of thanks for the honor of 
having a place on the staff of Department Commander, John E. Bronson. 
The office of Judge Advocate has been a quiet place during the closing years 
as no requests for any service has been received. 
Yours very truly, 
Wiui1amM H. WormstgEap, Judge Advocate. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR 


OrANGE, Mass., March 1, 1938. 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CoMRADE:—In accordance with custom, I beg leave to submit my report as 
Department Inspector. My duties have been very light. There has been no call 
for Post Inspection. 

I deeply appreciate the honor conferred on me by our Department Commander, 
John E. Bronson. 

Fraternally yours, 
GILBERT D. STREETER, Department Inspector. 
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REPORT OF CHIEF MUSTERING OFFICER 


Lynn, Mass., March 1, 19388. 
FREDERICK H. Bisuop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


ComRrADE:—I have the honor to report as Chief Mustering Officer of the De- 
partment of Massachusetts. Owing to the present state of the order with no 
calls, I have a very poor report to make. 

Thanking the Department Commander for the appointment. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 


WiuiaM F. Dopaes, Chief Mustering Officer. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR 


ROsLINDALE, Mass., March 1, 1938. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


ComrapE:—At the Seventy-First Annual Convention of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, held on April 13, 1937, I had the honor of being appointed Depart- 
ment Patriotic Instructor. 

I herewith submit the following report: 

Proclamations of all patriotic days read. 

Flag Day exercises held on June 14, consisting of flag drill and selections by band. 

Armistice Day participated in the parade with the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Visited schools where flags were presented, followed by exercises. 

Attended several Veteran Organizations as their guest of honor. 

Flag salute was given on all occasions. 


Fraternally yours, 
DEnnIs DriscoLi, Department Patriotic Instructor. 


REPORT OF CHIEF OF STAFF 


Brooxkviti£, Mass., March 1, 1938. 
FREDERICK H. BisHoP, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


ComrabDE:—In accordance with custom I hereby submit my report as Chief of 
Staff. 

I have attended meetings of the County and Patriotic Associations, dedication 
of the Grand Army Highway and monuments at Quincy and Taunton. 

I sincerely thank Department Commander, John E. Bronson, for the honor 
and confidence placed on me as a member of his staff. 


Respectfully yours in F., C. and L., 
Hiram 8. Faunce, Chief of Staff. 


REPORT OF COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION 


Boston, Mass., March 1, 1938. 
Joun E. Bronson, Department Commander: 


ComrApDE:—A special meeting of the Council of Administration was held April 
13, 1937, in Hotel Bradford, after the first session of the Convention. 

The special purpose of the meeting was that the comrades might show their 
appreciation of the faithful service rendered by Mrs. Helen A. Phinney as Secretary. 
A motion was made by Comrade Stoddard that Mrs. Phinney be tendered a va- 
cation for rest and recreation. The vote in favor was unanimous. 

It was also voted that the Journal of Proceedings for the current year should 
contain a photograph of Mrs. Phinney. 

The following members were present, Comrades Bronson, Stoddard, Green, 
Page, Batchelder and Bishop. 


20 SEVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


Boston, Mass., May 21, 1937. 


The regular meeting of the Council of Administration was held at Department 
Headquarters, May 21, at 1.30 p.m. 

Members present: Comrades Bronson, Stoddard, Miles, Green, Page, Phinney 
and Bishop. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

On motion duly seconded it was voted that the expenses of the Department 
Secretary at the annual meeting of the National Convention be paid from the 
funds of the Department. 

On motion duly seconded it was voted that the next Department Convention 
be held at the Hotel Bradford, April 12 and 13, 1938. 

On motion duly séconded it was voted that Commander Bronson be appointed 
Custodian of the Bond of the Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Comrades Batchelder and Boyd were appointed as auditing committee. 

On motion duly seconded it was voted that a letter of appreciation should be 
sent to the Mayor of New Bedford for courtesy shown us at the dedication of the 
Grand Army of the Republic Highway. 

On motion made by Comrade Stoddard it was voted that a letter of sympathy 
be sent to the widow of Comrade Albert A. Nickerson. The comrades stood in 
silent reverence in memory of his passing. 

A letter was read from Comrade Batchelder, expressing his regret in not being 
able to attend meeting. 

A communication was received from the Daughters of Union Veterans expressing 
their thanks for the use of Room 27, State House. 

There being no further business the meeting dissolved. 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE 


Boston, Mass., March 1, 1938. 


JOHN E. Bronson, Department Commander: 

CoMRADE:—The Auditing Committee respectfully report that they have examined 
the books and accounts of the Assistant Quartermaster-General and have found 
them correct, with vouchers for all charges made to February 28, 1938. We have 
verified the cash and find the total amount on hand February 28, 1938, to be 
$2,208.95. 

Henri BATCHELDER, 
GEORGE W. GREEN, 
Auditing Committee. 





FREDERICK H. BISHOP 
Assistant Adjutant General 
Department Commander 1933-1934 
Died March 19, 1988 
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PROCEEDINGS OF ENCAMPMENT 


(Continued from page 9) 


(Applause as Mrs. Phinney finishes the reading of the report.) 

Commander Bronson: I want to thank my Secretary for her kindness in reading 
this report as of course you understand IJ have not read a word for a year and a half. 

Now at this time we would like to pause a moment and meditate upon the 
comrades who have passed away. All will rise. I wish someone would sing ‘The 
Vacant Chair.” 

(All present stand a moment in respect to departed comrades.) 

Senior Vice-Commander Joseph F. Stoddard: Comrades, you have heard the 
report of your Department Commander. What is your pleasure? It is moved and 
ecnaees that it be accepted and turned over to the Committee on Commander’s 
Address. 

Comrade Biddle: I would like to second that motion too, and before doing so 
I want to add a word of commendation. I think it is the most excellent and the 
most pleasant report that I have heard, something well worth handing down to 
coming generations. 

Senior Vice-Commander Stoddard: You have heard the motion, as seconded, 
that it be referred to the Committee on Commander’s Address. Those in favor 
will say Aye, contrary No, and it is carried. 

Commander Bronson: The Secretary will now read the list of all committees. 

Secretary Phinney: Commander, I have the honor to report the Committees 
as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON COMMANDER’S ADDRESS 


William H. Wormstead, Post 82; Joseph F. Stoddard, Post II; Dudley L. Page, 
Post 42. 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Edwin J. Foster, Past Commander-in-Chief; George A. Gay, Past Department 
Commander; Charles A. Miles, Post 72. 


COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


George W. Green, Past Department Commander; James S. Mitchell, Post 121; 
Helen A. Phinney, Secretary. 


COMMITTEE TO NOMINATE COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION 


Joseph F. Stoddard, Post 11; George A. Parsons, Post 156; Theodore E. Clark, 
Post 143; Hiram S. Faunce, Post 110; Samuel Snow, Post 82. 


COMMITTEE ON GREETINGS TO ALLIED ORDERS 


Woman’s Relief Corps:—George W. Green, Past Department Commander; 
Hiram §S. Faunce, Post 110; Samuel Snow, Post 82. 

Ladies of the G. A. R.:—Dudley L. Page, Post 42; Gilbert D. Streeter, Post 17; 
Rev. E. George Biddle, Post 134. 

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War:—Joseph F. Stoddard, Post 11; 
William F. Dodge, Post 5; George N. Alden, Post 190. 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War:—Edwin J. Foster, Past Commander- 
in-Chief; James 8. Mitchell, Post 121; Wiliam H. Wormstead, Post 82. 

Sons of Union Veterans Auaxtliary:—George A. Gay, Past Department Com- 
mander; Charles A. Miles, Post 72; Prince A. Phinney, Post 143. 

Commander Bronson: Now the next order of business is nominations for the 
Department Commander for the ensuing year. 

Past Department Commander George W. Green: Commander, it gives me great 
pleasure to have the honor of nominating Comrade Stoddard as Commander for 
the ensuing year. 

Gommander Bronson: Any other nominations? If not, I declare them closed. 
All those in favor of Comrade Stoddard serving you next year as your Commander 
will raise the right hand, contrary minded, and he is elected. 
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Comrade Green: Commander, I hardly think it is proper to elect officers by 
raising the hand. I think it is necessary to cast a ballot, and I wish to make a 
motion, if there is no objection, that the Assistant Adjutant General cast one 
ballot for the name of Comrade Stoddard as Commander for the ensuing year. 

Commander Bronson: The motion is made and seconded that the Adjutant- 
General cast one ballot for Comrade Stoddard for Department Commander for 
the ensuing year. All those in favor of this motion will say Aye, contrary No, and 
it is a vote. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Green: Commander, I hold in my hand here a 
ballot bearing the name of Joseph F. Stoddard as Commander for the ensuing year. 

Commander Bronsot::-I declare him duly elected. 

Commander-Elect Joseph F. Stoddard: Commander and comrades, I thank 
you very much for the pri, vilege of serving you for the next year as your Department 
Commander. I realize’it is going to be quite a job, and I shall try to uphold the 
principles and dignity, for aes the Department has always been noted. Thank 
you all. [Applause.] > - 

Commander Bronscit?’ 7 am. sure he has a better capacity for filling the office 
than I have as I am bandicapped i in two ways, and I am sure you will have a good 
Commander. Dae Hae 

Now nominations are in or der for Senior Vice-Commander. 

Assistant Adjutant-Gereral Green: If there is no one else to make the motion 
I would be only too glat!, to: nominate Comrade Miles, who is Junior Vice-Com- 
mander, for the office of Senigr, Vice. It affords me great pleasure to place his 
name in nomination. ‘5° °° 

Commander Bronscr.}."Any other nomination? If not, I declare nominations 
closed, and the Assistant Adjutsnt- General will cast one ballot for Comrade Miles. 

Assistant Adjutant-Geheral 'Green: Commander, pursuant to appointed au- 
thority, the name of Cherles A. Miles appears on this ballot for the office of Senior 
Vice-Commander of this Department for the ensuing year. 

Commander Bronsonz*»{ déciare him elected. [Applause.] 

Now nominations fot Junidt ‘Vice-Commander. 

Comrade Charles A. Miles: Commander, I nominate Comrade Faunce, Post 110. 

Commander Bronsor:: ’*.Any other nomination? If not, I declare the nominations 
closed, and the Assistant Adjutant-General will cast one ballot for Comrade Faunce. 

Assistant | Adjutant-General Green: Commander, I think that nominations 
should be left open for the time being, to see if there is anybody else that wants 
to nominate somebody. I have heard quite a number of comrades speaking about 
our getting Comrade Page, who is in the other part of the State. They all seem 
to think it would not be wise to have two officers in the same locality, and that is 
one great trouble about Comrade Faunce. He is pretty near Comrade Miles, and 
we need some one in the other part of the State to look after that jurisdiction, and 
it seems to me, if it is in order, I shall be glad to place in nomination Comrade Page 
for Junior Vice-Commander. 

Commander Bronson: Well, that would require a ballot, I suppose. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Green: Yes. 

Comrade Hiram 8. Faunce: Commander, I withdraw and leave it open. 

Comrade Gay: Mr. Commander, I suppose that Comrade Green is acting as 
Assistant Adjutant-General, and what I want to say is simply this. It looks to 
me, according to Gomrade Green’s remarks, it is necessary for these men to be 
drawn from one small area or else he is not eligible for nomination. I think that 
is hardly fair. If a man is living in one part of the State it would cost a little more 
to get to another part, and it seems to me it would be the fair thing to have them 
in different sections of the State. It is only one way of judging this, of course. 
I may be wrong. I don’t think the location of a man should altogether bar him 
from nomination. It is just simply my idea. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Green: I want to say that I am more or less afflicted 
as far as hearing is concerned, and I can’t reply to Comrade Gay as I did not hear 
what he said. 

Secretary Phinney: Commander, may I reply to him? 

Commander Bronson: Yes. 
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Secretary Phinney: Comrade Gay, I believe you misunderstood. Comrade 
Faunce lives in Randolph and Comrade Miles lives in Stoughton, which towns 
are close together. Comrade Page lives in Lowell, and it is thought the Depart- 
ment should have a Junior Vice-Commander in different parts of the State where 
one could go and represent the Commander and not have two comrades living so 
close together. That is what Comrade Green meant. 

Comrade Gay: If that is what he meant, that is all right. 

Comrade Faunce: Commander, I will say that as far as our work is concerned, 
Comrade Miles’ and mine would not touch at all. He is in Stoughton, and he goes 
to the northern part of this county of Norfolk. Ihave worked j in Norfolk, Plymouth, 
Bristol, Nantucket and Dukes County. 

Commander Bronson: Comrades, the Commander ofttinaes is called upon to 
go to a distant part of the State, and if one of his officers lives in that part it is 
very easy for him to send him the invitation and let kim represent the Commander. 
I believe it should be distributed throughout the State. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Green: Commander, [move that we ballot for the 
two comrades and whichever receives the majority balict be Junior Vice-Commander. 

Commander Bronson: You all hear the motion that we proceed to ballot for 
the comrades? There is a motion made and seconded that, we proceed to ballot 
for Junior Vice-Commander. 

Comrade Faunce: I understand I am still in nominaticn. I resign. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Green: Commander, I withdraw my motion as 
long as comrade Faunce has withdrawn from the £a‘ 6, and if there is no objection 
I would make a motion that the Adjutant-General cast cne ballot in the name of 
Comrade Page for our Junior Vice-Commander for the ensuing year. 

Commander Bronson: The motion is made ahd seconded that our Assistant 
Adjutant-General cast one ballot for Comrade Page for Junior Vice-Commander 
for the ensuing year. Those in favor will signify in the usual manner, contrary 
minded, and it is a vote. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Green: Commander, I want to say I hold in my 
hand one ballot which is the unanimous vote of the convention for Comrade Page 
as Junior Vice-Commander for the ensuing year. 

Commander Bronson: I declare Comrade Page unaniinuusly elected to serve,as 
Junior Vice Department Commander for the ensuing year. 

Now nominations for Medical Director. That is a very important position as 
we all need medical advice. Will someone nominate for Medical Director? 

Comrade Stoddard: Commander, I nominate Comrade Snow of Marblehead. 

Commander Bronson: Any other nominations? If not, I declare the nomina- 
tions closed. The motion has been made and seconded that the Assistant Adjutant- 
General cast a ballot for Comrade Snow. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Green: Commander and comrades, I hold in my 
hand a ballot bearing the name of Comrade Snow as Medical Director for the 
ensulng year. 

Commander Bronson: I declare Comrade Snow elected as Medical Director 
for the ensuing year. 

Nominations for Chaplain are in order. 

Comrade Stoddard: Commander, I don’t want to make all the nominations 
but I would nominate Comrade Biddle as Chaplain of the Department for the 
ensuing year. I think he has been faithful during your administration. He is a 
reverend gentleman, and I recommend him as Chaplain for the ensuing year. 

Commander Bronson: If there are no other nominations we will proceed to 
elect the Department Chaplain, and I will request the Assistant Adjutant-General 
to cast one ballot for his election. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Green. Commander and comrades, I want to say 
that I have the honor of holding in my hand a ballot with the name on it of Rev. 
K. George Biddle for Chaplain of this Department for the ensuing year. 

Commander Bronson: I decldre Comrade Biddle elected to serve as Chaplain 
for the ensuing year. 

We have a little time before dinner. Our work is all done. Now we want to 
hear from some of our comrades, and I will call first on Past Department Com- 
mander Green. [Applause.] 
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Assistant Adjutant-General Green: Commander and comrades of the Depart- 
ment: I want to say that I am pleased to see so many out this morning. . The 
Lord has been good to us in allowing so many to be here. I know that the com- 
rades are all interested in the day’s proceedings. We have had a very pleasant 
year so far as we could possibly expect, owing to the fact that we are all growing 
older every year. Of course we realize that we have lost our assistant Adjutant- 
General, Comrade Bishop, which we all regret very much. 

I want to say also that last Saturday I had the sad duty of laying to rest one of 
the comrades of my Post, Comrade Bond, under rather unusual circumstances. 
He had only a housekeeper to take care of him. He had a pension, of course, from 
the Government and also a pension from the Elevated road. He was taken sick 
quite suddenly with what they call “walking pneumonia.” We tried to get him 
to a hospital but he refused to go, and I guess for pretty near a week he didn’t 
even take his clothes off but sat up night and day. We hardly knew just what to 
do for him. 

At last the doctor sent for the ambulance and at first he refused to go. Finally 
they asked him if he wanted to take a ride, he rebelled, but they told him they 
were going to take him out to see Comrade Green, he smiled and went with them. ~ 
They took him to the hospital; and he was unconscious from that time on until he 
passed away the next morning at 4 o’clock. _ 

He had no relatives here; he had a son in New Orleans. We got in touch with 
him by telegram. He answered by post card, then a letter followed saying he 
could not come on and to do whatever we thought best. His body was held at the 
hospital for nine days to see whether any relatives would claim the remains. They 
finally notified me the remains could be taken by anyone that saw fit to claim 
them, as no relatives had put in an appearance. I want to say right here, we 
certainly have a loyal son in the Sons of Union Veterans by the name of Frank L. 
Kirchgassner, he attended to all the arrangements. 

The deceased was buried by the Government and the State. We had the Rev. 
Mr. Ryder from the Ruggles Street Church officiate; also had Grand Army services. 
Delegations were present from the Spanish War Veterans, American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and United Veterans of America. We took his remains 
to Mt. Hope, where he was buried with military honors. Five volleys were fired 
over his grave, “Taps” sounded. 

I understand you will hear something about going to Gettysburg. I don’t know 
how many are going but I can say here is one who is not. I am looking forward to 
going to Des Moines, I certainly enjoyed the last convention we had there. 

I wish for the incoming officers every prosperity and a genial, happy life during 
the coming year, and I hope we will all be living to see our next board of officers 
elected and installed. I thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Now we would like to hear from our Past Department 
Chaplain, James S. Mitchell. 

Comrade James 8. Mitchell. Commander and comrades, I am very glad to be 
here today. I am, like all comrades, getting older. My next birthday will be my 
ninetieth. Of course I am one of the youngest comrades in the Department. My 
health is very good. I am pretty much like the old farmer’s horse that he wanted 
to sell. A man was looking him over and said, ‘Is the horse sound?” The older 
farmer said, “Oh, yes. Oh, yes. He is sound but his knee action is not very good.”’ 
The rheumatism is playing around my knees, not so very bad, but enough so that 
I have to keep my cane handy. My hearing and my eyesight are not as good as 
they were two years ago but when we get along in years we have got to have some- 
thing the matter with us, and I consider myself very fortunate in being let off so 
lightly. I am able to get about, and what more can an old comrade expect at his 
age? 

zi think it speaks pretty well for the health of the old comrades that they are 
able and willing and anxious to attend this meeting. I suffered a great loss in the 
passing of Comrade Bishop. He and I had been very close friends, living not far 
apart. We had been in the habit of attending Grand Army meetings, installations 
and festivities together. On the Monday that he was taken, I called up his house 
to arrange to go to the Norfolk County Association meeting, and they told me 
he was out for the evening. In the morning I heard of his sudden attack. His 


28 SEVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


passing was a great personal loss, and I know it is a great loss to the Department. 

I thank you, comrades. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Now we would like to hear from our Commander-Elect, 
Comrade Stoddard. 

Commander-Elect Stoddard: Commander, I am very glad to be here and to 
be in good health. I want to say to the comrades that those who are able should 
come forward and do what they can to carry on the business of the Department. 
I want the help of every comrade. 

I firmly agree with Past Commander Green when he spoke to you about the 
funeral. I was there myself, and I know that in Chelsea the Sons of Veterans there 
on many occasions have come and got me to go to different places. Comrade 
Quinn of Chelsea took me to the funeral and brought me back. And so I think 
we will have to depend more or less now on the Sons of Veterans to help us. I 
understand in Medford they formed a new camp there, and they have commenced 
now to realize that they have the duty before them. 

Now, in my position as Commander of the Department, I will do all that I 
possibly can to help every comrade. I will go everywhere that I can. Of course 
I haven’t quite reached 91 years, but 1 am enjoying good health, and I am thoroughly 
interested in the Department of Massachusetts. I thank you very much. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Now we would like to have a few remarks from Past 
Department Commander Gay. 

Comrade Gay: Commander, I think you are making a great mistake but I am 
going to respond. Well, we are gathered here once more together. Of course we 
all know that our membership is growing smaller every year. I remember talking 
with Comrade Bishop at the time when I was Department Commander about 
how many annual encampments we were likely to have. I said, “I think we are 
good for four or five.” 

“Oh, no,” he said, “that isn’t possible. 1 don’t believe we are going to have 
over three.” 

Well, here we are all together today, and the way you are looking today I think 
we are good for three or four more—but we never can tell. Of course the old clock 
keeps ticking and the pendulum swinging, time passes on and we are all getting 
older. I have been skiing up there on the mountains in the snow—a young fellow 
like me! I have had a wonderful time. I don’t feel that I am old, but if I am I 
won’t admit it. Don’t you boys, either. There is no such thing as an old man 
today. It’s all in your head. As long as you have a little vitality and a little 
spunk you are all going to get by. 

Let us get down to some more substantial things. I want to say it is always a 
pleasure for me to watch for this day to arrive and to be with you all. It is very 
seldom that I see your faces, only once a year, but I am just as much interested in 
the Grand Army of the Republic as I ever was. And I hope that the boys will 
continue on and that next year you will be just as able and good looking as you 
are today. That is my best wish for all of you. We don’t know what there is 
over on the other side but we are sure that when we get over there we will be at 
rest. But there is one thing, if we live as near correct as we can here we don’t 
need to worry. 

Now, comrades, I think I have said enough, and I want you to know that I am 
with you both in spirit and in memory, and God bless you all. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Now we would like to hear a few words from our Senior 
Vice-Department Commander Miles. 

Senior Vice Department Commander-Elect Charles A. Miles: Commander and 
comrades, thanks to all of you for the honor you have conferred upon me. I will 
try to do my best to carry out the principles of the Grand Army; but if I am as 
ill the next year as I have been during the past months, I assure you I won’t be 
able to do it. 

Commander Bronson: Now we are going to hear from our Junior Vice-Com- 
mander, Comrade Page. 

Junior Vice-Commander-Elect Dudley L. Page: Commander, I wish to thank 
the comrades for electing me. I have not been electioneering for this office, but 
one of the comrades asked me if I would take it, and I said I would if they wanted 
me to. I did not expect they wanted me to because I have never been very active, 
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and with Comrade Bishop gone I am kind of lost; but I will do my best. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Now we always like to hear something from our Chaplain. 
Chaplain Biddle. 

Chaplain Biddle: Mr. Commander, I am glad and happy to be here. I did not 
know there were so many Grand Army men in the State. 

I want to thank you for the honor you have conferred upon me in electing me 
Chaplain because it has been a blessing to me. I think I can safely say that I 
have got more honor and praise for the Grand Army than any man here. As you 
know, I belong to the ‘‘despised race,”’ scorned here and there and insulted even 
in the church. 

I began church work in 1860 and a member of the Grand Army ever since it 
started and have always been treated just as though I was a white man. Never 
has a comrade or anyone connected with the Grand Army showed any disposition 
to treat me otherwise. Why shouldn’t I be proud of the Grand Army! You men 
are comrades to me. 

Now I like honors—not that I am seeking honors. But of course if you remember 
Comrade Merrill—I don’t remember just what year it was that he was Commander, 
but he did way back there, I guess 30 or 40 years ago, put me on his staff, and I 
was the first colored man that was connected officially with the Grand Army of 
the Republic. You remember, some of you, our Comrade Wolff—a negro com- 
mander of the Grand Army of Massachusetts! Isn’t that an honor? You are 
familiar with the Odd Fellows and Masons and all these different societies but they 
are all organized on the color line. But 1 am in the Grand Army and expect to 
stay as long as I live, even over on the other side. Although I am an orthodox 
Methodist minister, I really expect all of us to go to heaven, not because you are 
Grand Army men, but because there is something in the Grand Army, something 
in the soldier’s life that makes them better men. So I am glad to be in the Grand 
Army. I forget I am colored, and none of you remind me of it. 

Now, as for Comrade Bishop and Mrs. Phinney, I love them because they have 
treated me asaman. I know it was through Comrade Bishop that it was suggested 
that I be elected Chaplain. Well, God bless him and this noble woman! Comrades, 
you stand by her for she will stand by us as long as she lives. 

Again I thank you for this honor because it is an encouragement to my people, 
and in my church they honor me because I am in the Grand Army. I will do the 
best I can. I am 92 but I am going to stand by the Grand Army because it has 
no color line, and I honor you for that. And one thing more, you don’t patronize 
me. I don’t want to be patronized. God bless the Grand Army! 

Commander, you have my heartfelt support, all of you, and God bless you all. 
[Applause. ] : 

Commander Bronson: I feel we are honored today by having with us Past 
Senior-Vice Commander-in-Chief Comrade Wormstead. We would like to hear 
from him. 

Comrade William H. Wormstead: Commander, Mrs. Phinney, and comrades: 
It is always a pleasure to me to meet in the company of my comrades, whether 
those that I served with in the rank and file of our great Union Army or whether 
I am making their acquaintance in a little gathering like this. I have long been 
convinced that the Grand Army of the Republic has been one of the most con- 
structive, the most useful organization that we have or ever had. I have had to 
do with it ever since the second year of its birth. I have always tried to be active 
in its meetings and always had its welfare at heart, and I am still of that frame of 
mind. I love the Grand Army of the Republic and believe in its work. 

I had an invitation some three or four years ago to speak to the graduation 
class in Boston University. As a matter of courtesy I felt I had to respond but I 
must say that I felt a little weak legged when I came to think of the possibilities 
of that invitation. However, I responded, and I was very much pleased to learn 
it was not an address that they expected, a lecture or anything of that sort. They 
had the Battle of Gettysburg under consideration, and the instructor, Colonel 
Gano, was fixing their attention on different points but there were some on which 
they were a little bit hazy, and they wanted to see if I could give them a little 
information on the lines of battle, which I was able to do because all through the 
Battle of Gettysburg I was on detail at General Mead’s headquarters and was 
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getting an inside line on everything that was going on through the battle to the 
end. But there was this about the boys. They were like the man from Missouri. 
They wanted to know—Show me! What they wanted to know was about the little 
things in the everyday life of the soldier! How did you get your rations? How 
about your clothes? How did you pay for them? How about the shelter tents? 
How did you fix them up so you wouldn’t be exposed to the weather?—and all 
that sort of thing. They didn’t care two raps for strategy or anything of that 
sort. They just wanted to know. 

Now our comrade over here on the right says that he is up to his 90th year. 
Well, the Dispenser of years has been rather lenient with me, I think. I never 
had a sick day in my life. I shall be 94 on the coming 4th of July. I have spent 
half of my lifetime in Kansas City, down there among the ex-Confederates, and 
there were lots of them there, right good fellows, and I found them to be just the 
same kind of men that you and I are,—industrious, good business men, good 
citizens, good Christian men. Everything that went to renew our confidence in 
humanity I think we can find within the ranks of our beloved Grand Army of the 
Republic. 

I thank you.  [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: I want to get the ages of the different comrades, and I 
will ask Mrs. Phinney to do it. 

Secretary Phinney: Comrades, the Commander wants the ages of all the com- 
rades present, and as I call the names, please give me your ages. 

[The comrades present give their ages as follows:—Comrades Bronson, 89; 
Green, 91; Mitchell, 90; Streeter, 92; Faunce, 91; Stoddard, 90; Miles, 92; Burns, 92; 
Biddle, 92; Staples, 91; Snow, 90; Bly, 90; Wormstead, 94; Page, 92; Dodge, 91; 
Parsons, 92; Phinney, 92; Driscoll, 94; Alden, 93; Gay, 89; and Corson, 98.| 

Secretary Phinney: I think Comrade Corson should stand up. 

Comrade Gay: I think he ought to give a speech. 

[Comrade Corson rises and is loudly applauded.] 

Comrade Corson: I can stand up, Commander, but I can’t give you much of a 
speech. I have seen you all but I have not heard all that has been said. Of course 
I haven’t anything to speak on particularly but I am not only pleased but am 
gratified to see so many at this convention. I did not expect it. I have not missed 
a convention for a good many years, and I was afraid I would have to miss this one 
but it happened I was able to come. I am very happy to meet with you all and 
wish you all success and hope you will all be here another year. Thank you. 
[Applause.] 

Assistant Adjutant-General Green: (Commander, I think I would voice the 
sentiment of all the comrades present here if we could hear a word from our very 
able and efficient Secretary of this Department. I think that this Department 
owes to her our holding this Encampment, and if it wasn’t for our able Secretary 
we would not be able to have a Department in Massachusetts. I. certainly would 
like to hear from her. 


Commander Bronson: Our Secretary, Mrs. Phinney, is called upon for a speech. 
{Loud applause, all rising.] 

Secretary Phinney: Commander and comrades, I hardly feel it is necessary for 
me to say very much to the comrades. You know what is in my heart, and that 
my heart is in this work, I trust that my work has been satisfactory to all of you. 
It has been especially hard since we lost Comrade Bishop, because, while our 
Department Commander asked me if I did not want someone to help me, I just 
felt that until after this convention I could carry on alone. 

Thank you all for your kindness to me, and | will try in the future to do for you 
as I have done in the past. Thank you. [Applause.| 

Commander Bronson: Now I see one comrade who wants to say a few words, 
and we have time for one more word. We would like to hear from Comrade Faunce 
from Randolph. 

Comrade Faunce: Commander, it has been my pleasure since 1872 to have been 
in the Grand Army and working in the interests of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
Speaking about our work, Comrade Green was speaking about the northern part 
of the State. I have worked in the southern part of the State. Of course that 
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southeast corner of Massachusetts has quite a little variety there. I have been 
visiting some twenty or thirty comrades. 

Now, speaking about my own Post, in my town there were originally 224 in the 
Post, and they have all gone but myself. I keep out amongst the boys all the time, 
and in the Spanish War Veterans I am an honorary member of Camp 20 of Brockton. 
The comrades in Brockton cannot get out. Now Comrade Alden, I think, has one 
or two members in his Post in New Bedford. 

Commander Bronson, I want to thank you for the privilege of doing a little 
work all through last year. I have had a little pleasure out of it in being Chief- 
of-Staff. There was a little work with it, some work that was not very gratifying, 
but on the whole it was satisfactory. 

Now, comrades, in Commander Bronson we have had a most excellent Com- 
mander, and in appreciation of his services in our behalf and as an expression of 
the love and respect we have for him personally, I want to hand you this small 
token of our love, Commander. [Applause.] 


Commander Bronson: Thank you very much, also you, comrades, for this 
_ expression of your friendship to me. It is not the value so much of the article 
that is presented as it is the sentiment. You know we old fellows now need friend- 
ship, and we need a friendly hand more than ever, and I thank you again for this 
testimonial of your affection. [Applause.] 

I understand we have a comrade here from New Bedford, where the Grand 
Army of the Republic Highway was dedicated. We would like to hear from our 
comrade from New Bedford. 


Comrade George N. Alden: Commander and comrades, I will say about the 
Post in New Bedford that we have just two members now, myself and a comrade 
who will be 96 if he lives until the 23d day of July. I called to see him last Sunday, 
and I found he was in bed with a very bad cold, I rather think he is threatened 
with pneumonia. 

As many of you know, we used to have two Posts in New Bedford, Post 1, which 
was the first Post not only in the Commonwealth but in the country. Our charter 
was the first. But Post 1 has already passed on, and when the Commander died 
I was asked to hold the burial service, and we had a large attendance at the funeral. 
That left at that time one comrade who was a sick man, been confined to the house 
for a long, long time. Post 1 had a little legacy of $100 left them, and the lawyer 
who had charge of the estate asked me to come and see him. He wanted to dispose 
of it and in the meantime the Commander of the Post died, and that left this sick 
man the only living comrade. Well, I got permission from the Department to 
install him as Commander and Quartermaster so that he could receipt for the 
money. 

A few years ago, while we always had the Memorial Day Committee made up 
of members of the Grand Army and Sons of Veterans, when the World War Veterans 
came on and we tried to get them into our Memorial Committee, they were a 
little jealous of the Sons of Veterans because they were not veterans, and they 
rather hesitated to work with them; but now they have a Sons of Veterans of their 
own, and I have a representative from not only the Spanish War Veterans but the 
American Legion and the World War Veterans on our Committee to make all 
the arrangements. I have been chairman of that Committee for a number of 
years, and I can assure you we have lots of work to do. The Sons of Veterans 
after I am gone will have charge of the services on Memorial Day at the cemetery, 
but I have made arrangements so that our afternoon parade will be carried on by 
the Spanish War Veterans and the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, because in the afternoon we have a big parade that goes to the Common, 
where there is a Soldiers Monument which was erected by the State in July, 1866, 
the year after the war. We always hold our service there. That is a very long 
parade and takes in all the veterans in New Bedford. This year I am going to 
have them take a little part in the services on the Common. I conduct the services 
as chairman of the Committee. We have General Logan’s order read and the 
Gettysburg speech recited by some Son of the Veterans. This year I am going 
to have the American Legion take a little part and get them started. I have con- 
sulted thens and they have passed a vote in their Post to accept my suggestions, 
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which I have put in writing, and so I expect after the Grand Army ceases these 
World War Veterans will carry on that afternoon service. 

I only mention that to show the good feeling there is between those veterans and 
the Grand Army, and I hope they are going to keep that service in the afternoon 
for many years to come. 

I am glad to see so many comrades here today, and I think it is a wonder that 
you have one comrade here 98 years old. He seems to be ablebodied, more so than 
the majority of the members here. I have enjoyed pretty good health but I have 
tried to keep myself in trim by being quite active. I know all the splendid work 
that Mrs. Phinney has done, and I know she is overworking all the time, and I 
hope she will be able to keep her place in the headquarters for a long time to come. 
[Applause.] 

Officer of the Day: Commander, the Commander-in-Chief is at the outpost. 

amas Bronson: Gomrade Green and Comrade Gay will escort him to the 
platiorm. 

[The National Commander-in-Chief and suite are escorted to the platform.| 

Assistant Adjutant-General Green: Commander, I have the pleasure and honor 
of presenting to you our Commander-in-Chief, Comrade Mennet. 

Officer of the Day: Commander, I have the great pleasure to present to you 
Comrade Lincoln. 

Commander Bronson: We are very highly pleased and honored by this visit 
from our Commander-in-Chief. 

Commander-in-Chief Overton H. Mennet: Commander Bronson, and comrades 
of the Department of Massachusetts: It is a great pleasure for me to be here and 
to be presented to you this morning. Probably I am more highly pleased than 
you are. I have been seven days on the train getting here. For more than two 
days we remained snowbound, not able to move, and of course you know how 
irksome that is, especially when you have an Encampment that you are expected 
to visit and the disappointment to you and to them. But, however, I arrived here 
yesterday morning at 10.35 and had the exquisite pleasure of going down to Rhode 
Island and meeting the comrades there. They were having their luncheon when 
I got there, all their business having been transacted, and I had the pleasure of 
being with them during luncheon and speaking to them. I also met the Woman’s 
Relief Corps and the Ladies of the Grand Army. The Daughters had already 
closed their convention and left. However, I met the National President, Mrs. 
Mary Manning. She was at the luncheon but she left shortly after I came in. 

We were stopped on our way here at Plains, Kansas. We were stalled in this 
storm. It was several miles west of Plains. The dust was three or four feet deep 
on the track where the drifts had come in, and the section hands had to go ahead 
of our train, shoveling sand and snow off the track before we were able to go on. 
We went at the rate of a man walking ahead to find out the conditions for many 
miles; we had men walking ahead inspecting the track, so you know about how 
fast we were getting along. And the first thing we did was to run into that terrible 
snow storm, so we made up our minds we would stop at Plains, and at Plains 
we could not get word from any direction. The telegraph and phone lines were 
down, so they ran us on a side track and laid us up there for a little more than two 
days. The train just before us, several miles away, ran into a snow bank and 
stalled. They had attempted to get on a switch and had gone on the switch think- 
ing that they would lay there during the snow storm; but they were in a little 
place where the drifts came in, and the snow covered some parts of the entire 
train, entire coaches, and when we passed—we passed through a tunnel of snow 
just dug away for our train to go through, a wall of snow 15 feet high. Three 
snow plows were used during those two days we laid there. We were very fortunate 
in our train for these people in the other were not able to get food or water or 
anything, so they were very glad when we pulled along. Their train was in such 
condition they could not move it at all, and the snow plows in passing through 
and throwing the snow out had broken at least half of the windows on the side of 
the cars where we passed along. They had to get out of their cars, and we took 
them in our train and took them to Kansas City, where they were supplied with 
coaches to enable them to go to their destinations. On arriving at Chicago I was 
fortunate enough to get a train in time to get to Boston. 
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I am very happy to be with you. It is an extreme pleasure for me to be here. 
I suppose that you would like to hear something about our National Encampment. 
First, I want to tell you about that terrible accident that happened to the National 
President of the Woman’s Relief Corps in Iowa. They were struck by another 
automobile. Mrs. Risley, wife of the Adjutant-General of Iowa, was practically 
instantaneously killed, and Comrade Risley died in the hospital a few days later. 
Mrs. Kothe was very seriously injured. The driver of the car was also badly 
injured. I don’t know in what condition the parties are in the other machine. 
The accident was due to a very heavy fog at that time, and I think both of them 
were traveling at a speed at which nobody should travel during a fog when they 
cannot see where they are going. However, the accident happened and the results 
have been made known. Mrs. Kothe had planned to be with me, join me in 
Chicago and come to this Encampment with me, and it is very grieving to me to 
know that she is not able to come. 

I bring you the greetings of our comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and we are all wishing for you a most successful and enjoyable encampment, and 
we wish that you may have everything that you wish for during this year. 

Our preparations for our National Encampment are still under way. Of course, 
the Adjutant-General having been taken away and the comrades in Iowa not being 
very strong, it makes it very bad for us, but still we are sure we are going to have 
everything done for us that they can possibly do. They are going to show us an 
enjoyable time. Every preparation has been made for that Encampment for your 
comfort and convenience, and I am happy to say we will do everything possible 
for you there. I would like to have my Encampment represented by as many 
comrades as can possibly be there, and I am wishing that every one of you that 
can will come to my Encampment. I will be glad to meet you there with open 
hand and a willing heart. 

Our plans in regard to the Gettysburg celebration anniversary have not been 
decided upon yet. The Committee that was appointed at our last National En- 
campment to take up this matter and report have never made any definite report 
in regard to it. They have not been successful in getting any satisfactory reply 
from the Committee in Pennsylvania in regard to the use of the Rebel flag, and 
I don’t know just what their report will be. Of course, the Confederates insist 
on floating their flag on an equality with that of the United States. If they insist 
on that and press it I don’t see how the Grand Army can accept such conditions. 
However, I am hopeful that they will confine their display of their flag to their 
camp entirely—of course, along with the Stars and Stripes, which we would rather 
see the only flag. If they are so faithful and so tied up in their love of their flag 
that they must have it, why, if they keep it in their camp I would suppose we 
don’t need to go to their camp and see it if we don’t want to. I am sure that the 
Confederate soldiers in that camp will line up as comrades and not as enemies. 
They will be comrades just as they were during the war. During the war many 
of us had comrades in the Confederate Army and were very friendly and swapped 
back and forth our kits and packages of clothing and so forth, food and such 
things. It was done many times. At Spangler Springs during the Battle of 
Gettysburg the comrades of the Federal Army and the Confederate Army met at 
the spring to get water and filled their jugs and canteens and traded food and 
tobacco and other things just the same as any of our comrades in our own camp 
did. So we know it isn’t the Confederate soldiers themselves that are doing this. 
It is the antagonistic person that wants to ride into power by being disgruntled 
and raising trouble of this kind. However, we hope that we will be able to give 
you in General Orders as soon as possible the result of what we will do in regard 
to the Gettysburg Encampment. 

Of course you know that you can go to the Gettysburg Encampment even if 
you do not go as members of the Grand Army of the Republic. You can go as 
citizens. If you go, do not endorse it as a national project of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, you should not wear your uniform or any emblem that shows you 
belong to the Grand Army of the Republic. You are going as a citizen and not as 
a veteran of the Civil War. So you are privileged to go no matter how, but it 
would be our sincere feeling that you should go as members of the Grand Army 
of the Republic and meet there as members of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
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It would be a great pleasure to me, I am sure, to have you there, to meet with you 
and live over again, renew our pledges to one another for the future good of these 
United States. We meet there to honor the preservation of the Union. They 
have accepted that, and we should accept their condition. So, if we go, let us be 
charitable in our consideration of them. 

I don’t know that I have anything particularly further to say to you. I don’t 
want to bore you. It is about time for your adjournment for lunch, so I am going 
to close and express to you the feeling that you probably have in regard to Grand 
Army veterans. I will attempt to sing it to you, and I hope it will be satisfactory 
to you. 

[Commander-in-Chief Mennet sings “The Grand Army Button.’’| . [Loud 
applause. | 

CGommander-in-Chief Mennet: Thank you, Commander for this opportunity. 

Commander Bronson: We are certainly very grateful to our Commander-in- 
Chief for this nice talk he has given us, also for the song he has sung so sweetly. 
He must belong to some choral society to sing like that. 

Comrades, I present to you now Comrade Lincoln. 

Comrade Edwin H. Lincoln: Commander, you will hear enough from me when 
we have our Encampment, so let us postpone it to that day. I can’t say any more 
than our Commander has said. 

Commander Bronson: Is there anyone else that would like to make a few re- 
marks? I don’t want to miss anybody. 

Comrade Bly, of Haverhill, will you say something? 

Comrade Ezra G. Bly: Commander, Commander-in-Chief, and our comrades: 
I don’t know what you want of me. Is it a speech? I have not been a frequent 
visitor at these Encampments, not because I did not wish to, but because my 
health has forbidden it. I was planning to come but just the day before my heart 
gave out, and I thought it would yesterday, but fortunately I am here, and the 
impression has been created, an enthusiasm has been created that makes me 
pledge myself hereafter to take it easy for a month before the Encampment takes 
place so as to be able to be here. I lay in bed yesterday more than two-thirds of 
the time, so it was well I did. There has been created in my heart an emotion which 
leads me to say, ‘‘Blest Be the Tie that Binds.”’ There is a volume in those two or 
three words. It is an old expression that we have used for years, we all know it, 
it is familiar. We have drunk from the same canteen, the canteen of pleasure, the 
canteen of solace, the canteen of triumph. Everything has cemented us. 

Now, then, why have we this feeling, this enthusiasm together, this joy which 
leads us to say, ‘‘Blest Be the Tie That Binds?” It is because we love in common 
one thing, the Grand Army of the Republic. We love the Grand Army of the 
Republic because of what it stands for and what it represents and always will 
represent. 

I will not bother you with further talk. I am glad to be here. I am coming 
again. I am afraid we won’t have many more Encampments, but I hope to be 
able to come another year. 

Commander Bronson: I see we have 21 comrades here today. I think that is 
a good turnout. Would any other comrade like to say anything? 

Comrade Snow: Commander, we hear the comrades talking about how old they 
are. I think we ought to forget that. I had one experience recently to show you 
how old I am. I had two doctors examine me. “Why,” one doctor said, ‘‘you’re 
ahead of time,’”’ and the other said I was going to live twenty-five years. And I 
think we ought to be proud, and we ought to just expect it. When I was out in 
St. Paul I remember how the Boy Scouts stood by us and saw us safe across streets 
and everything. I felt proud because they honored us. I know I was going down 
the street in Marblehead and two children were out throwing snow balls. One 
was four and the other six, and the younger one started to throw a snow ball at 
me but the other said, ““Don’t you throw it at him. He is a Grand Army man.” 
I was proud, I tell you. [Applause.] 


Commander Bronson: Our Secretary will now read to you the number of com- 
rades in our Department. 


Secretary Phinney: Commander, I just want to say to the comrades that, of 
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the 63 Posts in the Department, 42 Posts have one man and 21 Posts two or more, 
membership about 115. 

I wish Comrade Gorson would just stand so our Commander-in-Chief could see 
our 98 year old comrade. 

[Comrade Corson rises and is loudly applauded.] 

Commander Bronson: Is there anything more to come before the meeting 
before we adjourn? If not, we will return at 1.30. 

[The meeting recessed at 12.15 p.m.] 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Commander Bronson: Comrades, please come to order. We are a little bit late, 
but we haven’t much to do so we have plenty of time. The first business is reports 
of committees. 

Comrade Stoddard: Commander, as chairman of the Committee to Nominate 
the Council of Administration, I report the following nominations: 


Hiram S. Faunce 
James 8. Mitchell 


John E. Bronson 
George A. Gay 
Prince A. Phinney 


Comrade Green: I make a motion that the nominations of this committee be 
accepted. 

Commander Bronson: You have heard the motion made and seconded that the 
committee’s report be accepted. All those in favor of this motion will express it 
by raising the hands. Contrary minded? It is a vote, and I so declare it. 

Mrs. Phinney: Commander, as the Chairman on the Committee on the Com- 
mander’s address is out of the room, I will read the report with your permission. 

Commander Bronson: Yes, Mrs. Phinney. 

Mrs. Phinney: 

“The report of the Department Commander is a fine, skillful and finished 
piece of work, touching on every point on questions affecting our organization. 
It gives evidence of deep study on his part and makes a valuable report as 
presented to us. 

William H. Wormstead 
Joseph F. Stoddard 
Dudley L. Page.”’ 


Comrade Stoddard: You have heard the report of the committee, Comrades. 
What is your pleasure? 

Comrade Gay: I move that the report be accepted. 

Comrade Stoddard: Will all those in favor of that motion signify by saying 
Aye? [A chorus of Ayes.] It is a vote. 

Commander Bronson:. The next business is the election of delegates to the 
National Encampment. Our membership is so small that we don’t go by districts 
as we used to. There are four delegates to be elected and four alternates. The 
following nominations are made: 


Delegates Alternates 
Post Post 
mroce A. Lhinney 8 148 William F. Dodge . .. . 5 
Samuel Snow eee ett Y WimHenry Burns) ee eo 
Charles F. Staples P63 Thomas Corson . ; ae 5 
pennnis LorTiscollet ye te eS Hiram 8. Faunce ie eee ee LED 


Commander Bronson: As soon as this meeting comes to a close the different 
delegates are to visit the different organizations to which they have been assigned, 
and I am sure that you will have a good time. 

Tomorrow at 1.30 in this room will be held the banquet. All the comrades, of 
course, are invited, and those who have may bring their wives. We will have some 
very distinguished guests, representatives of the Governor and the Mayor, if 
they are not here personally, and others. 
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Tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock we meet here to receive representatives from 
the different organizations and also for the installation of the new officers, and we 
hope that all the comrades will be here. | 

I certainly think this has been a fine convention. We like to get together, of 
course, and I think we have done remarkably well to have twenty-one comrades 
present. It is not as though we lived right under the eaves of this hotel. A good 
many have come from a long distance and by so doing have shown your patriotism 
and interest in the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Comrade Green: Commander, I want to say that we miss a comrade here very 
much this year that has been with us, I believe, continuously for several years. 
That is Comrade Batchelder. We certainly do miss him. He is a good comrade. 
He has been very faithful and very loyal to this department, and I make a motion 
that we send him a letter of greeting. We will leave that to the secretary, to write 
whatever is necessary. 

Comrade Stoddard: I second that motion. 

Commander Bronson: The motion has been made and seconded that our secre- 
tary be instructed to send a message of greeting to our Comrade Batchelder and 
to wish him health and prosperity. All in favor of that motion will manifest it 
by raising of hands. Contrary minded? It is a vote, and I so declare it. 

Chaplain Biddle: Mr. Commander, I was wondering if something should not 
be said in this gathering in reference to Comrade Bishop’s death. It seems to me 
that there should be something in the minutes in regard to Comrade Bishop’s 
departure. 

Commander Bronson: I understand that in the next journal his picture and 
obituary are to appear. 

Comrade Green: Commander, as long as we haven’t very much business to 
transact, I think it would be fine to hear from some of the Sons of Veterans. We 
have some present here. One is our good brother Skehan, who has been very loyal 
to the Grand Army. He has been our department Color Guard for many years, 
and he has been instrumental in taking our Commander around. We have another 
Son present, too, who has also been very kind. I think we would all like to hear 
from the Sons of Veterans. 

Commander Bronson: We would like to hear from our Son, James P. Skehan. 

Mr. James P. Skehan: Commander and Past Commanders, Officers and members 
of the Grand Army of the Republic: I am no speech maker, but I am Johnny-on- 
the-spot when you want me, and if there is anything you want or need, just ask 
me. If I can not get it I will ask the next fellow. JI am always pleased to be where 
the Grand Army men are, and I guess all the Grand Army men in Norfolk and 
Plymouth County know that. I don’t have to tell them because I have been 
associated with them for years and have also been their color guard for a number 
of years. I have followed you to the National Conventions and while there if 
there was anybody sick and needed my help I was only too glad to give it. I 
don’t know what more I can say except this, that I love, one and all, of you Grand 
Army men. I will give way now to some other speaker, but first I am going to 
thank the Commander. He has shown every courtesy to me for the last year, 
and also Comrade Green, and all my Norfolk County associates. I have done my 
best to please them. I thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: I would say that I am elected Commander of the Norfolk 
County Association now for the eighth year, and Mr. Skehan almost invariably 
calls me up and wants to know when I will be ready, and he takes me back and 
forth. I must have ridden over a thousand miles with him in the last few years. 

Now, we have with us the Secretary of my Post, the Charles W. Carroll Post, 
and also the Secretary of the Norfolk County Association. He came in with me 
today and looks after me to see that I don’t get lost. We would like to hear from 
Charlie Liscom. 

-Mr. Charles 8. Lisecom: Commander Bronson, I thank you for calling upon me, 
and I wish to congratulate you upon the successful conclusion of your year of 
service to the Massachusetts Department. I also want to voice my appreciation 
of what your Department Secretary, Mrs. Phinney, has done for the Comrades. 
She has worked long and hard for the Comrades and has done a noble and self- 
sacrificing work. When she went to headquarters some twelve years ago she 
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thought she was going to stay only a few months, but I think she must have liked 
it pretty well because she has been returning year after year. 

It is always a pleasure to me to return to these gatherings. I consider it not 
only a pleasure, but a great privilege to be able to come into these gatherings. 
In doing so and in attending the meetings of the Comrades, especially the meetings 
at Norfolk County, I feel that I am really representing my father who, if he had 
been alive, I am sure would have been present at the meetings of your associations. 
If he were alive today he would be 103 years old. He was born away back in 1835. 

One matter I did wish to speak about, Commander. Seventy-three years ago, 
that is, two days hence, on April 14, in the evening, our great war president, 
Abraham Lincoln, was assassinated, and, of course, his removal was a great loss 
to this nation. He had plans even at that time, after the conclusion of the war, 
which if he had been allowed to carry them out might possibly have saved this 
country considerable trouble. For several years past there has been quite an 
attempt made by certain individuals in the writing of books and in speeches to 
tear down from their pedestals some of our greatest Americans. They call them 
de-bunkers of history. They have attacked the character of Washington, but 
somehow or other the star of Washington still remains undimmed. 

Lincoln has been no exception. For a good many years many books have been 
written on the life of Lincoln, and several thousand documents and papers have 
been issued, detailing the story of his life by his associates of those days, telling 
what they knew about him, and historians have taken up those papers and built 
it up into a life of Lincoln. Only this last February a new book came out by 
Emanuel Hertz, which he said was a new revelation of Lincoln. That has been 
the subject of several book reviews, and comments and editorials in the papers. 
The opinion seems to be that although this Hertz has really presented certain 
documents that were of great value at some time, much of that same material had 
been previously used by historians and much of it had been discredited, and that 
the author of this book, Emanuel Hertz, is simply another one of these de-bunkers, 
attempting to tear Lincoln down from the high pedestal on which fancy and 
sentiment had placed him. It seems too bad that the lives of our great Americans 
should be attacked in such a manner. 

I have recently been reading another book by Carl Sandberg. In reading this 
book I was trying to find out just what it was that made Lincoln so great over a 
century. The times in which Lincoln lives were the Frontier days. Some of you 
gentlemen present were brought up under conditions that you think were frontier 
and primitive. The country boys of seventy-five or eighty years ago had but 
little opportunity for education. They had no moving pictures, no theatres, they 
had to make their own fun. But you have to go back to a still earlier date for real 
frontier conditions. You have all read in the life of Lincoln of how he was brought 
up, the conditions under which he was brought up, his early life of privation, his 
struggles for an education, and you have probably got that picture in your mind. 
He was always a learner and thought deeply into many things. Anything which 
came to his consideration he would give serious thought and deep meditation, 
turning these things over in his mind. I find in this life of Lincoln that he seemed 
to have a sort of mysticism and melancholy in his disposition, which seemed to 
affect his life, but there was something in him which struggled for expression, 
something which urged him to make something of himself. All through his life 
there seems to be running a thread of desire to educate himself and advance himself 
so that he could be of real service. When we stop to think of Lincoln’s struggles, 
what he did with himself, his ability, and his leadership, it seems to me we find 
there qualities which make us feel sure that Lincoln was a great man. 

I don’t want to take up too much time, Commander, so I will just leave those 
thoughts with you. If you ever read this book by Emanuel Hertz and the other 
books about Lincoln try to find that thread running through them, showing what 
it was that made Lincoln so great. 

I thank you, Mr. Commander. [Applause.] 


Officer of the Day: Commander, we have a delegation of one from the United 
Spanish War Veterans Auxiliary. 


Commander Bronson: Will Comrade Stoddard escort the lady in. 
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(Mrs. Margaret Murray Department President of the United Spanish War 
Veterans Auxiliary is escorted into the room and presented to the Commander.|} 

Commander Bronson: Mrs. Murray, we would be glad to hear from you. 

Mrs. Margaret Murray: Comrade-Commander Bronson and all you men, 
honored men of the Grand Army of the Republic: When I heard that you were in 
convention here today, as we of the Spanish War Auxiliary know that you are 
every year, I thought to myself how wonderful it was that you were still carrying 
on the work that you have carried on for all these years. I remember way back 
when I was a little tot in the public schools here in Boston and the G. A. R. men 
came to our schools on Memorial Day or a few days before, they did not talk a 
war, they talked of service to our country. When I see you men here today, I 
know that as well as talking of service you have lived it. I am very happy and 
proud to be able to come to you and to see so many of you here. To you, Comrade- 
Commander, I have brought a little gift from our organization, which we hope 
that you will enjoy. We want to say to you that we are so proud of the work you 
have done. You have been an inspiration to us through all the long years behind 
us, and in the years to come your memory will be one of the most cherished things 
of the United Spanish War Veterans Auxiliary. I say to you all, good luck, and 
just carry on! [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: The boys who fought in the Spanish-American war 
found that it was a short conflict but very sharp,—although at that time they 
didn’t have poisonous gas to deal with. There was some very sharp fighting in 
Cuba and in the Philippines. Will you carry back to your Association the good 
wishes of this encampment, and wish them joy and success? 

Mrs. Murray: I thank you. I will say, Good Afternoon and God bless and 
keep you! 

Commander Bronson: I understand there is another Son of a Veteran here, 
Comrade Dennis Driscoll’s son, and we would like to hear from him. 

Mr. Driscoll: I am mighty proud to be here today with my father and I hope 
that for a good many years I will still be able to come here with him. Thank you! 
[Applause.] 

Mr. Skehan: Commander, I have a son of a veteran here who has been a great 
worker for the Grand Army and is always right there when he is needed. It gives 
me much pleasure to introduce to you Joseph Doyle. 

Mr. Joseph Doyle: Commander and Comrades: I want to congratulate you 
very heartily on the splendid work you have done in behalf of your Department. 
I also want to congratulate my good friend, Joseph Stoddard, on being elected as 
your new Commander. I know you are having a very nice convention and I 
wish you the best of everything in the years to come. Thank you! [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: We would like to hear from you, Comrade Staples. 

Comrade Staples: My father was in the war, so that makes me a Son of a Veteran. 
Thank vou for calling on me, Commander, but I guess you all know that I am not 
much of a speech-maker. I am glad to be here and I calculate to be out at Des 
Moines. Last year I had to stay at home. I was sick at that time but I will try 
hard to be at the next encampment. Thank you. [Applause.] 


Commander Bronson: Comrade Driscoll, we would like to hear from you. 


Comrade Driscoll: Commander and Comrades: I haven’t much to say that 
would interest you. I am glad to be here today and to see this large gathering. 
We are not all dead yet and we will carry on as long as we can. It happens to be 
my lot to be the last man of Post 15; but I am still there and as long as I live and 
have my health I will keep Post 15 there. [Applause | 


Commander Bronson: If there is no other business to come before this meeting 
we will proceed to close. Tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock we will meet again, 
and at 10.15 there will be greetings committees so we should be here promptly, 
so if you will all be present on time tomorrow morning. Before we close 1 want 
somebody to sing ‘‘America.’”’ Can’t you sing, Comrade Bly? 

Comrade Bly: I am afraid I can’t, but I was thinking that a good many years 
ago I was in Cincinnati and I found a Grand Army song. I have listened for 50 
years and never have heard it since. I am almost tempted to sing, ““‘We are the 
Grand Old Boys,” and if I can not sing it I would like to quote one verse: 
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“Come, gather ’round the fire tonight 
As in the days of yore; 
Come, share a comrade’s true delight 
And count your marches o’er. 
Come, tumble into line once more, 
The foemen to repel. 
And fight your fights on sea and land 
With saber, shot, and shell. 


Oh, whether you fight upon the sea 

Or whether upon the shore, 

Come, join in your comrades’ jubilee 

And count all your marches o’er. 

And fight, and fight and fight all your battles o’er.” 


When I listened to the Commander-in-Chief today I envied him his heart and 
also his voice. It seems to me that it was three years ago that, at the instigation 
of Comrade Gay and Comrade Bishop,—I sang ‘‘We are the boys, the gay old 
boys, that marched in ’61.” I will sing one verse of that same song: 


““As side by side, as comrades dear 
In dark days long ago 
We fought the fight without a fear 
And rendered blow for blow, 
In battle march or prison pen 
Each unto each was true, 
And beardless boys became strong men 
And braved the long war through.” 


[The chorus was then sung by all the comrades. | 


“We are the boys, the gay old boys 
Who marched in ’61. 
We will ne’er forget those times, my boy, 
When you and I were young.”’ 


Commander Green: If there is no further business to come before this conven- 
tion I move that we adjourn until tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

Commander Bronson: The motion has been made and seconded that we close 
this meeting and meet again tomorrow in this same room at 10 o’clock. All in 
favor of that motion will please manifest it by the raising of the hand. Contrary 
minded? It is a vote, and I so declare it. 

[End of first day of Seventy-Second Encampment. | 


SECOND DAY 


Hore. Braprorp, Boston, Massachusetts, Wednesday, April 13, 1938, 10 a.m’ 

Commander Bronson: The meeting will please come to order. We have before 
us the question of whether or not we shall take action in regard to the information 
that has come to us that Harvard University has appointed on its staff a young 
man who has been referred to as a “Communist.” 

Comrade Gay: Mr. Commander, I think that we should take recognition of 
this matter, and I move that we protest the appointment. ‘ 

Commander Bronson: The motion is made and seconded that we protest this 
appointment. All in favor of that action will please signify in the usual manner. 
Gontrary minded? It is a vote and I so declare it. 

Secretary Phinney: The Commander has asked me to report the combined ages 
a the comrades that were here yesterday. It was 1,945. The average age is about 
93 years. | 
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Officer-of-the-Day: Commander, we have at the outpost three members of the 
Sons of Union Veterans. 

Commander Bronson: I will appoint Comrades Stoddard, Staples and Green to 
retire and escort them in. 

[The delegation from the Sons of Union Veterans is escorted into the room and 
introduced to the Commander.| 

Commander Bronson: We are pleased to welcome this delegation from our 
Sons. Now, I am going to ask Dr. Ernest W. Homan, Past Commander-in-Chief 
of the Sons of Union Veterans, to speak to us. 

Dr. Homan: Department-Commander and Comrades of the Massachusetts 
Department, I consider I have received the choicest assignment given by our 
Department-Commander in being asked to come to bring you the greetings of 
your Sons, in this, your annual encampment. I have marched with you in many 
of the cities of our nation as we have gone through national encampments together 
for lo, these many years. I went to the First National Encampment in 1905, and 
I have been going to them almost continuously ever since. Last year I marched 
with some of your comrades in Madison, Wisconsin. It was one of the big moments 
in my life when we finished that parade, to be able to assist two or three of the 
comrades into the hotel, and one of the comrades, putting his hand in mine, said, 
“Doctor, I made my feet go just like yours. I don’t know as I could have made 
it if it wasn’t that I was watching your feet.’”’ Do you know, that impressed me 
more than anything that has happened to me, probably in all my life, to think 
that a comrade of the Grand Army of the Republic should have been watching 
my footsteps down the pavement of the city of Madison, Wisconsin; because, 
after all, we are the ones who have been following in your footsteps down through 
all these years. 

I know most of you comrades by name. I have served on committees with 
some of you. I have served on the Board of Trustees of the Soldiers’ Home with 
some of you. It certainly is a wonderful inspiration to us to come here and see 
you assembled as you are this morning and to be told that you have passed a 
resolution condemning that professor in Harvard being hired to teach the youth 
of America history when he is opposed to that kind of government which you have 
established all these years. 

This year we are celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the signing of the Con- 
stitution. The founding fathers laid the foundation and you men have kept it 
sacred ever since, with all that that Constitution of the United States means to 
us. Comrades, we have received a great deal, and I say a great deal will be ex- 
pected. It is necessary that we be able to carry on the things that that Constitu- 
tion gives to us, and to hand them down to our children. When the Constitutional 
Convention adjourned back there in the seventies and those delegates came out 
of the door, after four months of deliberation behind closed doors, a woman went 
up to Benjamin Franklin and she said, ‘Dr. Franklin, what have we, a Republic 
or a Monarchy?” And Benjamin Franklin said, “A Republic, if we can keep it!” 
A Republic if we can keep it, and Comrades, we have kept it, but we must watch 
and safeguard it continually. We can not for one moment forget that old saying 
that “Eternal vigilance is the price of safety,’’ because these things slip in and 
they are done indirectly. If the Constitution of the United States is to be changed, 
let it be changed in the direct and fundamental way that is laid down in the Con- 
stitution, and not in the indirect ways, by subterfuge and by intimidation. I say 
we have got to keep the Court, and have the Court free and untrammeled from 
politics, because if the Court is not free then we will be better off without any 
court at all. 

In conclusion I want to say that we as citizens must keep this thing alive. We 
must do the right thing, and what is expected of a good citizen today? What does 
America need? Less hate and more good will, less fear and more firm faith, less 
of regionalism and sectionalism, and less of class against class, and more national 
unity; less concern about Mr. Hitler and Mr. Stalin, and Mr. Mussolini, and more 
concern about George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Thomas Jefferson, and 
above all,—above all, Comrades, more co-operation and more brotherly love 
amongst ourselves. 

In behalf of our Commander, Commander Bronson, I bring you this gift, and 
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he wants me to assure you that he has enjoyed his year of service with you and 
appreciates very much all the good times you have had together. This is from 
Department-Commander Elias Sweet. 

Commander Bronson: Thank you, Dr. Homan. Will you thank Commander 
Sweet for me? We are very much pleased with this fine help from our Sons, and 
we hope you will continue to spread the gospel which you preach throughout our 
whole land. I will now call upon Mr. George A. Derby, Past Junior Vice Depart- 
ment Commander. 

Mr. Derby: Department Commander and Comrades: In view of the fact that 
I am following one of our Commanders-in-Chief, and also that one of the Com- 
manders-in-Chief is liable to follow me, I am in kind of a peculiar position. But 
I will say as to the remarks that have been made by Past-Commander-in-Chief 
Homan that I am entirely in accord with them, and I have every reason to believe _ 
that Past Commander-in-Chief Kirchgassner will be of the same mind. I have 
no particular desire to delay the business that you good comrades have to do 
later in the day. There is one thing that I desire to say and that is this, that 
during fifty-six years, almost, of continuous membership in the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, no honor could be conferred on me that I would more 
appreciate than the fact that I have been selected by our Department-Commander 
to represent our organization at your convention. 

I will say this in conclusion, without any further extended remarks, that it is 
my wish and hope that the good Lord will be kind to all you comrades during the 
coming year, with the possibility and probability that you may all meet together 
again in 1939. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Comrade Derby, we thank you for your kind remarks. 
I am now going to ask Past Commander-in-Chief Frank L. Kirchgassner to speak 
to you. 

Mr. Kirchgassner: Comrade Bronson and honored Comrades of my father: I 
am certainly happy to be with you this morning, on this bright, sunshiny morning, 
and to see your smiling faces gathered around, with men here with whom I have 
associated many times, especially Comrade Green, who has entitled me his pal 
because I have taken him to many places and he has been anxious and willing to 
go with me at all times. 

I hold in my hand a picture which a good many of you comrades have, of those 
twelve comrades who assembled when we had that meeting in Somerville last 
November on friendly relations, when about two hundred members of the allied 
organizations were there, and this splendid group was taken in the hall in Somerville 
and back of it, back of you comrades, was a picture of Abraham Lincoln and a 
copy of that memorable address of his. 

I am happy to be with you today. I think of those words which my brother 
Homan recited and which are in your ritual, “Eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty.” You men have maintained that liberty. You have upheld the ideals 
for which you were willing to offer your lives in the past. You have set a mighty 
fine example for us. I am happy in these days when you comrades need some 
help at times to offer myself and to be able to do those things that you ask of us. 
I have had some pleasant duties to perform and I have had some sad duties to 
perform. I stood beside this comrade when you laid to rest that fine comrade 
who was so suddenly called from your midst. You comrades saw the trembling 
of his hand as I tried to guide his ritual. I saw the faces of you comrades and the 
fine spirit of comradeship for the one that had left you. I tell you, it stirred the 
hearts of usmen. I think Comrade Green paid me a tribute, but it is only a tribute 
of duty. I tried to do for his comrade what his own relatives did not do, give him 
a decent Grand Army funeral, and we laid him at rest with military honors at 
Mount Hope,—a comrade of Comrade Green. I am ready at all times to stand 
with the comrades. God bless you, and may I have the pleasure of seeing you 
many, many times. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Thank you for your remarks. We know that you Sons 
have done a great deal for us. I know in my case that Brother Skehan has done a 
great deal for me. He has taken me thousands of miles in his automobile. We 
thank you kindly for your visitation and hope you will carry back with you our 
best wishes for your future. 
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Comrade Green: Commander, I want to say that this good Son is the one I 
spoke to these comrades about yesterday morning. He certainly has been a loyal 
Son to me in every respect, not only as a Son of Veteran, but a real son. I could 
never have anybody that could take care of me better than he has. I certainly 
appreciate everything that he has done, and all the Sons that are here today. 
I realize the fact that they are working for our interest, but I want to say that 
this one in particular has been as loyal to me as any person could possibly be. 
I thank you. [Applause.| 

Mr. Kirchgassner: This brother said he did not know just what to say. I will 
tell you what he has done out in the town of Hudson. He wasn’t satisfied to have 
the town furnish a place where they could meet. Early in their lives they made 
a resolve that the name of the Post when it ceased to exist would not cease in the 
town of Hudson, so they raised a fund so that Reno Post 9 of the G. A. R. could 
meet in Memorial Hall. That is what this brother has done. “[Applause.] 

[The delegation then retired under escort.| 

Officer of the Day: Commander, there is a delegation of three at the outpost. 

Commander Bronson: I will appoint Comrade Streeter, Miles, and Faunce to 
retire and escort the delegation in. 

[The delegation from the Sons of Union Veterans Auxiliary is escorted into 
the room and introduced to the Commander. | 

Commander Bronson: I am happy to welcome you. We would like to have 
some remarks from Mrs. Margaret E. Anderson, Past National President of the 
Sons of Union Veterans Auxiliary. 

Mrs. Anderson: Commander Bronson, our beloved Department-Commander, 
and members of the Grand Army of the Republic, I feel greatly honored this 
morning in having such an honor conferred on me, and that is to bring in the 
greetings of the Massachusetts Department Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War. It is an honor, and I am very, very proud and grateful for it. 

I have had the privilege of knowing your Department-Commander for a long, 
long time. My husband has known him intimately and has loved him very, very 
much, and through his love, devotion, and respect for your Department-Commander, 
I, too, have learned to know him. It has been a joy to include him in my ac- 
quaintance. I am glad that God was good to you, to give you the good health 
you have, so that you might accomplish the many things that you must have 
had in mind to do. 

I think, too, you have been very, very fortunate to have a splendid lady to 
serve with you, Sister Helen Phinney, whom I also have known and loved for many 
years. She was my Department-President of the Daughters of Union Veterans, 
and I am glad that you have the privilege of having such a distinguished and 
capable lady with you. 

To you, the Grand Army of the Republic,— I am glad to see so many of you 
today. You are quite an incentive to the girls of the Auxiliary. I hope those of 
you who are here will be spared many more years, that you may rally to your 
Department-Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic. What a beautiful 
name! The Grand Army of the Republic! That name will live on forever. It 
enriches with age, just as you comrades of the Grand Army have been doing. 

I am not going to take up any more of your time, but just to say that wheresoever 
you are may God’s richest blessings be your share. And may we say that although 
we may not be privileged to talk to you in person you shall ever live in our memories 
and in our hearts. 

Commander Bronson, I have a little personal token I want to give to you from 
our Department-President. So won’t you accept this from her with love and 
appreciation for the service you have rendered and which she rendered to you this 
year. 

Commander Bronson: It certainly doesn’t need anything of this kind to make 
me remember Mrs. Shepardson. We have been together many times. Will you 
please tender her my thanks? 

Mrs. Anderson: I will, Commander Bronson. 

Commander Bronson: May we now hear from Mrs. Molly Peasley, Past President 
of Auxiliary 44. 

Mrs. Peasley: Commander Bronson, and members of the Grand Army: I was 
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certainly delighted when my Department-President put me on this greetings com- 
mittee, to come to the Grand Army of the Republic. I wish it were in my power 
to tell you how much we all think of you. If I only had the gift that our sister 
Margaret Anderson has maybe I could do it, but deep down in my heart I have 
the same feeling. I wish for you just the best encampment and I hope that I can 
be with you many times more. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Thank you, Mrs. Peasley. We will now hear from Mrs. 
Nettie Gregory, past President of Auxiliary 59. 

Mrs. Gregory: Commander, and members of the Grand Army: It is my first 
chance to be able to come and visit your convention, and I am glad to see so many 
of you out. I wish for you the same as my two sisters have wished, that you may 
be able to come many times to your encampment. Thank you! [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Will you please carry back to the Auxiliary the best 
wishes of the encampment? 

Mrs. Anderson: Thank you very much. I want to add my greetings and love 
and best wishes to your incoming Department-Commander and staff, but par- 
ticularly to your Department-Commander because I have known him for so 
many years, and I have loved him just as long as I have known him. 

[The delegation retires under escort.| 

Officer of the Day: We have at the outpost a delegation from the Ladies of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, a delegation of three. 

Commander Bronson: Will the same committee please retire and escort the 
ladies in? 

[The delegation from the Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic is escorted 
in and introduced to the Commander.| 

Commander Bronson: I present Mrs. Eva Irwin, Department President of the 
Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic, from the State of Maine, who will 
address us. 

Mrs. Irwin: Department-Commander and all these grand gentlemen present, 
it is my great pleasure and honor to be here today and to see such wonderful looking 
gentlemen. I wish to bring to you the greetings from the Department of Maine 
Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson. I will now present Mrs. Mary R. Burt, Past Depart- 
ment President of the Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Mrs. Burt: Comrade-Commander and Comrades, I was very pleased this 
morning,—of course our list was changed,—that can not be helped—but I was 
awfully glad when our president asked me to convey our greetings to this conven- 
tion, and also to convey this little gift to you. I see here one of our comrades from 
Lynn. I salute him! I hope you will have a very fine convention and we trust 
we will all be together next year. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: We will now hear from Mrs. Theo Redfern, National 
Registrar of the Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Mrs. Redfern: Department Commander and Comrades, Last year I promised 
you faithfully, God willing, I would come back and visit you this year and bring 
the greetings from the Rhode Island comrades. I attended their encampment on 
Monday and there were just two comrades able to be present down in Rhode 
Island. We have only nine Grand Army men left in Rhode Island, just two able 
to get out to the encampment. I told them I was coming down to the encamp- 
ment in Massachusetts and they said, ‘Take our greetings.” 

I have a double pleasure in bringing the greetings of our National President, 
Mrs. Orpha Whittaker, to you also. She has just arrived here in Massachusetts 
after being stuck in the snow storm out in Iowa. She has been traveling from 
the West Coast and got out there with snowbanks fifteen feet high, and arrived 
back this morning and felt she had to give a little time to the business session of the 
Massachusetts Convention. She asked me to convey to you the greetings of the 
national organization, and I also bring my personal greetings. I am going to make 
you another promise, that I am coming back to you next year, God willing. 

Commander Bronson: Thank you very much, ladies. Will you convey back 
to your convention the best wishes of the Department of Massachusetts of the 
Grand Army, and we hope for their success. We know that the Ladies of the 
Grand Army have the same blood flowing in their veins that flowed in the boys 
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in blue. We thank you very much for your visit and hope that we will meet you 
all again. 

[The delegation is escorted from the room by the Committee.| 

Commander Bronson: Comrades, I will now present Past Department Com- 
mander Addison A. Quinn of the Sons of Union Veterans. 

Mr. Quinn: Commander Bronson and Comrades of the Grand Army, I come 
here today because there is a real pal of mine going to head this department next 
year, and he resides in my home town, Comrade Joe Stoddard. The other night 
when I was out with him he said, “I want you to come in to our encampment,” 
so you see he has already started to give orders and I don’t dare to disobey them, 
and I am here because of that first order of Commander Stoddard’s—if I may 
address him as that because he will soon be Commander—and Ff want to pledge 
as his Son my support for the coming year. 

Now, Sister Phinney has asked me to say a word in explanation of the proposed 
Brotherhood Day. I didn’t sponsor it, in fact, I knew nothing about it until I 
heard it here, but I will tell you what it is, folks. It sums up in these words,— 
the more we get together the happier we will be. 

Across the water you know what is going on. You read it in the papers. You 
know the persecution of this one and that one because of creed or color, and so 
on, one against the other instead of one for the other, and so this movement has 
been started throughout our nation, throughout the entire nation, the United 
States, to get everybody together on a certain day at a certain place in each city, 
or hamlet, or town, or whatever it may be. In the case of Boston it is to be in 
_ Fanueil Hall on the 25th of April. It is sponsored by Catholic priests, ministers 
of the gospel of various denominations, city councilmen and other men in political 
Boston who are interested in this sort of thing. It will be broadcast over the 
radio, and through the use of newspapers it is hoped that they will get together all 
creeds and classes, all together at this time, and that throughout the nation we 
may have a better feeling towards each other so that that terrible thing that is 
happening across the water can not dig in here and put in its deadly work. 

This notice of the meeting asks that you will endorse this plan, and I know 
that they hope that many of you comrades will be at Fanueil Hall on the 25th of 
April. That is all I can say about it and I leave it with your Commander for your 
action. It is not obligating you in any way. It is just this Brotherhood movement, 
called Brotherhood Day. 

Now, Comrades, I have had a peculiar feeling while I have been here with you 
men. I have had a feeling that I am going back to my encampment, Comrades, 
a better Son of a Veteran than I was when I came in here. I am going to work for 
that organization as I have never worked before, and I have done some work in it, 
and don’t you forget it. [Applause.] 

I am proud that I had a grand-dad in the Civil War that rubbed shoulder to 
shoulder with you men and stood as the bulwark of this nation in those dark days 
of the sixties when we needed the men and you men rose to the occasion. I am 
glad that I had a grand-dad in the war so that I am privileged to wear this badge 
and join that organization of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. What 
a name that is, Comrades, and God grant that that name will stand for many, 
many years, stand and do its duty, just as you men did yours. We want to carry 
on. I am going back and tell them that I have had an inspiration today, and I 
am going to try to impart that inspiration to my brothers that they may carry on. 

I was addressing a group and I had a lot of comrades at the banquet table with 
me, not so long ago, and I gave an address, and when I was through the Comrade 
who was seated on my left shook my hand and he said, ‘‘That was a fine address. 
You know, I could hear you but I didn’t know what you were talking about!” 
[Laughter.} He could hear me, and God bless him for that, but I am sorry he 
didn’t know what I was talking about. Evidently his hearing wasn’t quite good 
enough. 

Now, I am going to leave you. I am not on a greetings committee except that 
I am on my own. I wanted to come here to see Joe Stoddard. I wanted to see 
him in the chair, but I am afraid, Joe, I am too busy and cannot get back, but I 
will be with you when you go in there and if you need a taxi at any time, just ring 
my telephone and I will see that you get it if I can not go with you. 
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I was down in the town of Newburyport not so long ago and was visiting with 
some comrades, and there was a little fellow sat side of me, right on my left, and 
we got to talking about things and he told me stories about the Civil War. I 
always like to hear those stories from the mouths of men that know them and can 
tell them straight. He told me a story about Abraham Lincoln. He said that 
one day he was digging in the trenches and working away with his pick, and he 
felt a tap on his shoulder. He was only a little bit of a fellow, just about that 
high (indicating) and he said he looked up, and looked up, and my, he said, there 
was this great six-footer standing there, and it was Abraham Lincoln. He said 
he looked down on him and said, ‘‘How did such a little fellow like you get in the 
Army?” And the fellow looked up at him and said, “‘I don’t know. I am in and 
I am doing the best I can.” ‘Well,’ he said, ‘‘they say some pretty good things 
come in small packages.” I tell you, Comrades, there is a small package (indicating 
Comrade Stoddard) and I think you will find some pretty good things in him. 

I have met Comrade Bronson throughout the State as I have travelled around. 
God bless him! He was at my anniversary in Chelsea and I appreciated his coming 
there that night. He has made a splendid Commander, and we thank God that 
He has been good to him and has spared his health that he might lead you on in 
the work you were doing. This young Comrade on my left is younger than I am. 
I meet him everywhere. I don’t know how he does it. He doesn’t get tired and 
I seem to. 

I hope you may carry on for many years, men, and my congratulations to you 
on this your encampment and may everyone of you be here next year. [Applause.] 

Officer of the Day: Commander, we have a delegation from the Daughters of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

Commander Bronson: I will name Comrades Green, Stoddard, and Byrne to 
escort the delegation in. 

[The delegation from the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War is 
escorted into the room and presented to the Commander.| 

Commander Bronson: We shall now hear from Mrs. Anna Delaney, Past De- 
partment President of the Daughters of Union Veterans. 

Mrs. Delaney: Commander and Comrades, it has been some time since I have 
had the opportunity of bringing the greetings from the Daughters of Union Veterans 
to you, and when I did it was in Fanueil Hall and every seat was occupied. But 
it is a thrill for me to come to you today and bring to you the greetings from our 
Convention with our love and best wishes that you may continue for many years; 
and we trust that we may have the opportunity of greeting you in convention for 
many years. 

To the Commander I wish to convey the best wishes and the love of our Depart- 
ment President, Mrs. Elizabeth Lemmelin, and give to you this gift from her. 
Thank you. [Applause.| 

Commander Bronson: I now present to you, Comrades, Mrs. Florence A. Pratt, 
Department-Patriotic Instructor of the Daughters of Union Veterans. 

Mrs. Pratt: Department Commander and Comrades of the Grand Army, ever 
since I have been coming to Department Conventions I have always envied the 
sisters who were coming over here to bring the Department’s greetings to you. 
This year I am especially glad to have been Department patriotic instructor 
because it gives me the pleasure of coming here to bring you the greetings of our 
Department. This material evidence of our love which I am presenting to you for 
your Department is a very small token of our affection. Our loyalty and our 
unwavering devotion to the Grand Army can not be measured by any material 
evidence of it. We are proud of our heritage and while we live we are determined 
that your great deeds shall never be forgotten. 

Comrades, I trust that you will have a grand Convention and that everything 
you wish for will be yours. Our Department President has instructed me to say 
that if you have any need of more than you have received we shall be very glad 
to get it for you. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Thank you. I will say to you that the office of patriotic 
instructor, as I look upon it, is a very important office. She has a great work to 
do in instructing the youth of our land and keeping in closest touch with her mates 
in sustaining the cause for which the boys in blue struggled for four long years. 
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Mrs. Anna E. Robinson, Past Department President of the Daughters of Union 
Veterans, will now speak to us. 

Mrs. Robinson: Department Commander and Comrades of the Grand Army, 
I come to you with empty hands but a full heart. It is my privilege as Past De- 
partment President of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War to come 
to you this morning. Last year I thought I would run away from my own Con- 
vention and come to you, but fate decreed it otherwise and I had to stay at my 
post of duty. This year I come to bring you my own greetings and also those of 
our Department President, and I am quite sure that our National President 
would wish me to extend to you her greetings as I am one of her officers, a national 
color bearer, and I am sure she would want me to say to you that she hopes for 
you and wishes for you just the very best of everything that may come to you. 
Thank you, Commander Bronson, for allowing me these few moments. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: We are certainly very pleased to have our daughters call 
upon us because we consider ourselves fathers to you ladies and you are legally 
our daughters. You will please carry to your Department our best wishes. 

Comrade Green: Commander and Comrades, I want to say that our Daughters 
have proved themselves real daughters in coming here this morning and presenting 
our Department with a check for $100. [Applause.] Their Past Department 
President says we may have more if we want it. I think that is very generous in 
every sense of the word. 

Gommander Bronson: We thank you very much. Will the Committee please 
see that the ladies are escorted from the room? 

[The delegation is escorted from the room under escort.] 

Officer of the Day: Commander, there is a delegation of four from the Women’s 
Relief Corps at the outpost. 

Commander Bronson: I will appoint Comrades Green, Stoddard, Byrne, and 
Page as escorts. 

[The delegation from the Women’s Relief Corps is escorted into the room and 
introduced to the Commander. ] 

Commander Bronson: I am sure that everyone knows Mrs. Carrie M. Hill, 
President of the Women’s Relief Corps, Department of Massachusetts. She has 
been all over the State and I don’t think there is any woman, unless it is our worthy 
secretary, that is better known to the Grand Army of the Republic than President 
Hill. We would like to hear from her. [Applause.] 

Mrs. Hill: Comrade Bronson, Department Commander of the Massachusetts 
Grand Army of the Republic, and all distinguished persons, I use that word 
“distinguished”’ because there are no men of all wars who are so highly respected 
as our Grand Army of the Republic. I come to you representing nearly 7,000 
members of the Women’s Relief Corps, who have been to you as faithful as we 
could be. We are your auxiliary and we trust that we have done for you all that 
you have wished us to do. Our organization is composed mostly of relatives of 
Grand Army men. I had two grandfathers in the Civil War. 

Comrade and Department Commander, I have traveled many miles this year, 
and a great many of them have been where I have had your presence. I have 
always enjoyed you, and I trust that after you and I are has-beens that I may 
still see you many times. 

Commander Bronson: I hope so. 

Mrs. Hill: I bring to you my report of the Department of Massachusetts 
Women’s Relief Corps, I bring to your Department a little amount which I trust 
they may use, and now I bring to you, with all the love and respect which I could 
give anyone who has been so kind, courteous and true to me, this gift. 

Commander Bronson: Thank you very much, Mrs. Hill. 

Mrs. Hill: I want to say to the Comrades of the Grand Army that I appreciate 
ne courtesies which have been shown to me as I have traveled throughout the 

tate. 

Commander Bronson: Will you read your report? 

Mrs. Hill: My report is as follows: 
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Report OF DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT, WOMAN’S RELIEF Corps 
TO DEPARTMENT COMMANDER OF THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 


Boston, April 12, 1938. 
Mr. Joun E. Bronson, Commander, Department of Massachusetts, Grand Army of 


the Republic: 
Dear Sir: 

I present herewith a report on my administration of the past year: 
Number of members January 1, 1938 . 6,373 
Number of Corps, January 1, 1938 136 

Expended from Special Funds 

Department Relief Fund . : $799.00 
Emergency and Special Fund . 535.00 
Special (Thanksgiving and Christmas) Fund ; 361.35 
Amount turned over to Posts of G. A. R. by Corps 

not including rent . 634.63 
Estimated Value of Relief other than money by 

Local Corps . 969.21 
For Civil War Veterans, Mariners and Mariners’ 

Families ; . 1,029.48 

Amount on Hand in Department Funds 

Department Relief Fund . ; : $703.93 
Emergency and Special Fund 808.28 
Southern Memorial Fund . : 74.00 
Mary Jones Patriotic Fund 222.47 
G. A. R. Cake Fund : ; 39.44 
Sarah E. Fuller Fund 5.50 
General Fund . : : 51.41 

TOTAL . : , : : : ; é . $1,905.03 


Be ecul ys submitted, in F., C. and L., 


Gane M. Hitt, 
Department President, W. R. C. 


I want to bring to you, Commander, and to the Comrades the greetings of the 
Department of Massachusetts Women’s Relief Corps. I trust that you will have 
a continued and very wonderful Convention, and I ask God to take care of you 
and bless you, each and every one. I thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: I know that President Hill has done a great work during 
her term of office. She has traveled thousands of miles and is always busy. 

Mrs. Hill: I have traveled between nineteen and twenty thousand miles since 
the 15th of April last year. 

Commander Bronson: It is now my pleasure to present Mrs. Mary J. Love of 
Louisville, Kentucky, National Councillor and Past National President. 

Mrs. Love: Department Commander and Members of the Grand Army of the 
Republic: I am so happy to be here in my old State of Massachusetts because I 
was born and bred in Boston, and only for the last 12 or 14 years have I been an 
adopted Kentuckian. But today I come to you not only with my own personal 
greetings as the Past National President of the Women’s Relief Corps, but also as 
the National Councillor, and to tell you that the National President of the Women’s 
Relief Corps was truly sorry not to be able to bring you the greetings of the National 
organization. At the same time I extend to you a hearty invitation from the 
Department of Iowa, which is her Department, to attend the National Encamp- 
ment. She met with a very serious accident, in which you know your Past Adjutant- 
General Risley and his wife were killed and we only thank God that she was spared 
to us. Her legs are both in a cast and she sits there thinking of Massachusetts 
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and these Department Conventions in this State with her Commander-in-Chief. 
It is with keen regret that she can not be with you, but she sends her greetings 
and her love. Mrs. Annie Poole Atwood, the Past National President of the 
Women’s Relief Corps, was her delegated representative, but due to the fact that 
she is also councillor to the Department of Massachusetts she had to stay there 
as long as the Department President came to see you. But I am doing my little 
bit to bring Mrs. Kothe’s greetings to you, and I hope that most of you will be 
able to go to Des Moines to your encampment, where she will be able to greet 
you personally. 

There is nothing I can say to you men of the Grand Army of the Republic 
except to pledge to you that the Women’s Relief Corps is going on, and they are 
going to have a memorial to you men and to the service that you have rendered, 
a memorial inculeating patriotism and educating the future boys and girls of our 
country, not only in the next ten or fifteen or twenty years, but in the next 150 
years, to remember that in 1861 you saved that nation for them. If we never do 
anything in the future but educate those citizens to remember the work that you 
did in 1861, we will feel that our 55 years up to the present time have been as 
nothing compared with what it will be in the next fifty-five in preserving these 
United States as a country, as Lincoln says, ‘‘For the people and by the people.” 
If we preserve that in your memory we will have done what we feel is something 
better than any memorial that can be built to you. 

Commander, I am very happy to have had the pleasure of coming to you and 
greeting you because I feel that every Department Commander of Massachusetts 
is my Commander just the same, because every president of the Women’s Relief 
Corps is my president. The Massachusetts Grand Army are my comrades. I 
am very happy to have had the pleasure of greeting you and of bringing you the 
National greetings. 

Commander Bronson: Thank you, Mrs. Love. I remember Louisville, Kentucky, 
very well, from having visited there thirty or more years ago at a convention. 

Mrs. Hill: Commander Bronson, I was so taken up with you and the Comrades 
of the Grand Army that I forgot to speak to your secretary, Mrs. Phinney. I 
have enjoyed you so much this year, Mrs. Phinney, I think I have shown you that 
I have, and I just wish for you in your continued work every success, and I hope 
that health may be given you to perform the duties in the future as well as you 
have performed them in the past for our Department Commanders, and Grand 
Army men. 

Mrs. Phinney: Mrs. Hill, Department President of the Women’s Relief Corps, 
I sincerely thank you for the kind words you have said to me. You have been 
wonderful to me this year and have shown me every courtesy. Last evening when 
I was a guest at your dinner, it was the first time that I have ever been absent 
from the Daughters of Veterans Banquets; but I did want to come and show you 
that I was loyal to you. I trust that your Convention will be just to your satis- 
faction and when you retire from your office that you will have many pleasant 
memories of the year as Department President. 

Mrs. Hill: Mrs. Phinney, I was extremely pleased to think that you came to me 
last night, and I will say to you that our Convention has not been as large as it is 
for eight or ten years. We had between five and six hundred delegates voting 
yesterday. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: We will now hear from Mrs. Christina Stockman, De- 
partment Senior Aid of the Women’s Relief Corps. 

Mrs. Stockman: Commander and Comrades of the Grand Army, I am more 
than delighted to come here this morning. I have been coming to the Depart- 
ment Conventions for the last 20 years and this is the first time I have had the 
pleasure of coming here to your Convention. I have visited your National Con- 
ventions in Des Moines and Grand Rapids and different places, but I have never 
until today been appointed to bring you greetings from my own Department of 
Massachusetts, and today I thanked my Department President for putting me 
on this Committee. As Senior Aide I do bring you greetings and tell you we are 
always willing and glad to be of any assistance we can and to help you in any way. 

Mrs. Phinney, I am glad to come and meet you again. My sessions with you 
the few times we have been together have been very pleasant. I have enjoyed 
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meeting you, and I hope when I am a has-been tonight I will still meet you and 
enjoy your friendship. Comrades, I thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: I will now present to you, Comrades, Mrs. Joanna 
O’Connell, Past President of Corps 39, Women’s Relief Corps. 

Mrs. O’Connell: Commander and Comrades of the Grand Army, and my own 
Commander Stoddard, we have some more friends here from Charlestown, Com- 
mander Stoddard’s followers, too, from the Sons of Veterans and Sons of Veterans’ 
Auxiliary. I am very pleased to be here today and I thank my Department 
President for allowing me to come. It was the one wish of my heart, to come down 
and see my Commander and your Department Commander. I thank you with 
my whole heart for making him Department Commander, and I will guarantee 
you that he is going to make a good one. If there is anything in the world I can 
do, no matter what it is, if it is within my power to do it, I will be glad to help. 
I know that Mrs. Phinney is going to be a great comfort to him. I call you boys 
the saviours of the world. That is the only really proper name for the Grand 
Army, next to Grand Army, because if you had not by your gallant conduct in 
the days of the Civil War won your battles, there would have been no United 
States to fight the Spanish War, no United States to fight the World War, or to 
rescue our people, our Southern colored people, from the most degrading slavery 
and restore them to the rights the Pilgrim Fathers sought when they landed on 
Plymouth Rock. 

Boys, I hope to see you again next year, and I hope that God will be very good 
to us and spare you all for another Convention. God bless you, and Mrs. Phinney! 
[Applause. | 

Comrade Green: Commander, I want to say to the Comrades present that the 
Wonien’s Relief Corps has donated to us $10. I want to say also while I am on 
my feet that my Department President of the Women’s Relief Corps I think 
only voiced our sentiments in regard to our Department Secretary, the sentiments 
of every comrade in the Department of Massachusetts. I know we all realize 
what we owe to Mrs. Phinney as Department Secretary of this Department. 
[Applause. | 

Commander Bronson: We are very highly pleased to receive this fine body of 
patriotic women. We know what the Relief Corps has done in the past fifty years, 
not only what it has done for the boys in blue but also for other organizations. 
I can not express all I want to in regard to it, but I do thank you all for the work 
you have done and the gifts you have made, and I wish you would carry back to 
your Convention the best wishes of the Department of Massachusetts Grand 
Army of the Republic. 

[The delegation retires from the room under escort.| 

Comrade Green: Commander, a short time ago we had our Past Department 
Commander of the Sons of Union Veterans here with us and he gave us quite a 
talk in regard to endorsing this Brotherhood Day movement, which you all heard. 
I think it would be nice to take that matter up and act upon it. I would be glad 
to make a motion that we endorse the plan. 

Comrade Stoddard: I second that motion. 

Commander Gay: I make a motion that the notice be read so that the comrades 
may know what they are going to vote on. 

Commander Bronson: Will you read it, Mrs. Phinney? 

Mrs. Phinney: Yes [Reading]: 


“On April the 25th Brotherhood Day will be observed throughout the 
country. This day is for the promotion of a more friendly feeling and a 
greater tolerance among Americans of all creeds and colors. A meeting to 
promote that purpose will be held at Fanueil Hall on that evening. Our 
paper would appreciate the approval of your organization, the Grand Army 
of the Republic, for this plan. 

Boston American.” 


Comrade Biddle: Mr. Commander, I rise to second that motion, for this reason. 
All you comrades know the terrible condition in the Negro races in the South, 
but the best feature, the best thing that has been done in the last fifteen or twenty 


50 SEVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


years was just along that line, the white people and the colored people getting 
together to see if they couldn’t get along without fighting. I think that is some- 
thing the Grand Army ought to take hold of and approve. Unity is what we need 
and love for one another. 

Comrade Bronson: Comrades, the motion is made and seconded that we approve 
this proposal for a meeting at Fanueil Hall on Brotherhood Day. All those in 
favor of approving this proposal will manifest it by the raising of the hand. Con- 
trary minded? It is a vote and I so declare it. 

Comrade Miles: I would like the sentiment of this Department about going to 
the Gettysburg Anniversary. I will not go for one. I would like to know what this 
Department thinks about it. 

Comrade Biddle: Mr. Commander, I want to go to Gettysburg. I received a 
circular from the Pennsylvania delegation and sent my certificate from my doctor, 
but I am not going if there is going to be any other flag there except the stars and 
stripes. I don’t even want to see the stars and bars. I think if the Confederates 
insist on having the stars and bars on an equal footing with the stars and stripes 
that we Grand Army men ought to stay away from it. 

Comrade Faunce: I believe, as our chaplain has said and also as our Commander- 
in-Chief said, if you want to go, go in a citizen’s suit. Don’t show yourself as a 
Grand Army man. If they love that flag enough and continue to do it and float 
it in the face of every Northern soldier, they won’t have me in their presence. 

Commander Bronson: I am sorry about that idea that we shouldn’t wear our 
uniforms. I don’t think we need to have any fear of their exhibiting the Con- 
federate flag. 

Officer of the Day: Commander, there is a delegation here from the Sons of 
Veterans Auxiliary 8 of Charlestown that wishes to speak to Commander Stoddard. 

Mrs. Mabel Russell: Commander Stoddard, I have had a very nice privilege 
given me this morning by our President. We are so glad to know that you are 
going up to Department Commander. We have a little token here that we want 
to present to you, with the love and esteem of every member of Auxiliary 8. They 
hope and pray that God will give you strength to carry on for the next year. 

Comrade Stoddard: I am very glad to welcome this delegation from Charlestown. 
I know the Auxiliary of the Sons of Veterans have been true to me and have done 
all they possibly can for me. I appreciate very highly, this little token, I thank 
you very much. I also thank you for coming here and showing your interest in 
my affairs and in the Department of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Commander Bronson: I am glad that the Commander has such good backing. 
We all know that he will meet with great success in the coming year. I myself 
congratulate him. I have been so incapacitated during my term of office that I 
couldn’t do all I wanted to do. Of course, you know I have two very bad handi- 
caps, but I have done the best I could. It has been a year of great pleasure to me. 
I wish it might be extended until I do get my eyesight, as the surgeon says I may 
in time. 

Mrs. Phinney: Commander and comrades: I want to introduce to you the 
National President of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War. She is 
my National President, and I want all honor paid to her. I present to you Mrs. 
Mary Manning of Seattle, Washington. She has come a good long way to greet you. 

Mrs. Manning: Comrades, I am very glad to be able to greet you, and it is a 
privilege to come here and see so many of you. I sat beside your Commander 
last night at the banquet, and I am glad to meet him today. I bring you the 
greetings of the National Department Daughters of the Union Veterans of the 
Civil War, and also personally the greetings of the comrades of the Pacific Coast, 
who so seldom can meet you. [Applause.] 

Mrs. Phinney: Now, Comrades, I want to say that we have a little lady here 
who is very dear to all of us. She is the daughter of our Department Commander, 
Sister Frances Bronson. [Applause.] 

Miss Bronson: Thank you. I am very proud to be here today, of course, with 
my father, and I wish Commander Stoddard a very fine year. I hope you will have 
just as happy a one as my Dad had. 


[Recess 12.30 to 1 P.m.] 
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1.10 p.m, 

Gommander Bronson: The meeting will now come to order. 

Officer of the Day: The Commander-in-Chief is in waiting. 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: The purpose of my visit having already been 
made known to you, we will proceed at once with our duties. Commander, has 
the per capita tax and the list of comrades been forwarded to the department 
headquarters as required by the rules? 

Commander Bronson: It has. 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: I will appoint as my officer-of-the-day Comrade 
Lincoln. As the officers’ names are called will they present themselves here so 
that the officer will be able to locate them? Officer-of-the-Day, you will present 
for installation the Commander-Elect. 

Officer-of-the-Day: I present Comrade Stoddard. 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: Comrade, the fact that you have been elected 
Commander of this Department shows that your comrades have confidence in 
your ability and integrity, and they confidently believe that you will promptly 
and intelligently discharge all the duties of the office encumbent upon you. They 
entrust the welfare of this Department to your keeping. Any breach of that 
trust will act injuriously upon the Department of Massachusetts and bring dis- 
credit upon every comrade. Let their confidence, therefore, be justified by your 
fidelity. You are, by virtue of your office, a member of the National Encamp- 
ment, and it is expected that you will attend its meetings and exhibit an interest 
generally in the necessary work of protecting and maintaining our organization. 
Realizing these responsibilities are you ready to take the obligation of your office? 

Comrade Stoddard: I am. 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: You will raise your right hand, pronounce your 
name, and repeat after me the obligation of your office: 

“T, Joseph F. Stoddard, having been elected Department-Commander of 
the Department of Massachusetts, Grand Army of the Republic, on my word 
of honor as a man promise to promptly and impartially discharge all the 
duties of the office encumbent upon me.” 

Officer of the Day, you will conduct the Commander to a seat at my left. 

Officer of the Day: Sir, your orders have been obeyed. 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: Officer of the Day, you will present for installa- 
tion the Senior Vice-Commander, Junior Vice-Commander, and Medical Director. 

Officer of the Day: Commander in Chief, I present for Senior Vice-Commander 
Charles A. Miles, Junior Vice-Commander, Dudley L. Page, and Medical Director, 
Samuel Snow. 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: Comrades, you have been elected by your com- 
rades to fill the respective offices of this Department. Those duties as prescribed 
in the rules and regulations are, first, that the Senior and Junior Vice-Commander 
in the absence of the Department Commander are to fill his office in the order of 
your rank. If neither of you be present, the Department will elect a Department- 
Commander pro tem. In the office of Medical Director you shall perform such 
duties in connection with that office as may be required of you by the rules and 
regulations. You are also required to perform such other duties as may be re- 
quired of you by the rules and regulations as well as the orders from the National 
Department. If the duties of your office be promptly and intelligently discharged 
it will reflect great credit upon your Department and upon your comrades. You 
are, therefore, required to fulfill your duties to the full extent of your ability. You 
will raise your right hands and pronounce your names, and repeat after me the 
obligation of your offices: 

“J, upon my word of honor, sincerely promise that I will promptly and 
intelligently discharge all the duties of the office incumbent upon me.’ 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: Officer of the Day, you will conduct these officers 
to their respective stations. 

Officer of the Day: Commander in Chief, your orders have been obeyed. 


Commander-in-Chief Mennet: Officer of the Day, you will present the Chaplain 
for installation. 
Officer of the Day: Commander in Chief, I present Reverend E. George Biddle. 
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Commander-in-Chief Mennet: Comrade, you have been elected by your com- 
rades to conduct the religious exercises of this Post. It will be your duty to preside 
at the funeral of all comrades when conducted by the Post, and it is hoped that 
you will so discharge the duties of your office that you may be followed by all of 
your comrades and that no discredit may be cast upon the ritual which it is your 
duty to recite for our confidence and allegiance. Comrade, no obligation that I 
could give would be equal to that of the station which you are to occupy. There- 
fore, I bid you godspeed and declare you Chaplain of this Department. Officer 
of the Day, you will conduct the Chaplain to his station. 

Officer-of-the-Day: Sir, your orders have been obeyed. 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: Commander Stoddard, you will announce the 
name of your Adjutant-General and Assistant Quarter-Master-General. 

Commander Stoddard: Comrade George W. Green. 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: Comrade Adjutant-General, it will be your duty 
to collect the records of the Department and to keep intelligent books of account 
in regard to the duties of your office. As a Quarter-Master you have charge ot all 
of the supplies and all of the moneys of the Department. You are expected to 
collect all the dues of the Department. Commander Stoddard, you will announce 
the names of the other members of your staff. 

Commander Stoddard: 


Judge Advocate wea . . .  Wrttram WorMSTBAD 
LD SPCCLON cose ete wars af wk . .  GruBert D. STREETER 
Chiei Mastering: Oficer eae oh ee Wiuuiam F. Dona 
Patriotic Instructor . . (Absent) 
Chief-0f Shay a ach epi uae ee ae CHARLES F’, STAPLES 
CoUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION: 
JoHN EK. BRoNsON JAMES 8S. MiTcHELL 
GrORGE A. Gay Prince A. PHINNEY 


Hiram 8. Faunce 


Commander-in-Chief Mennet: I will now give you the obligation. You will 
each raise your right hand, pronounce your name, and repeat after me the obliga- 
tion of your office. 


“T, on my word of honor as a man and a comrade of the Department of 
Massachusetts, pledge myself to promptly and impartially discharge all the 
duties of the office upon which I am about to enter.” 


Officer-of-the-Day, you will seat these comrades. I thank you very much for 
the intelligent manner in which you have performed your duties. You are now 
discharged. 

Department Commander, I present you with this gavel. It is the emblem of 
your authority, and I now induct you officially into your office as Department- 
Commander. [Applause.| 

Commander Stoddard: I appreciate very much your coming here, Commander- 
in-Chief, and installing me as Department Commander. I assure you I will do all 
I possibly can to help the Department and the National body, too. 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: Thank you. 

[The meeting is adjourned to 1.30 p.M.] 


UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 


[The annual banquet was served in the Oval Room of the Hotel Bradford on 
Wednesday, April 13, at 1.30 o’clock.] 
Prayer was offered by Chaplain E. George Biddle. 


Commander Bronson: One of our honored guests, William Allen Dyer, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans, would like to leave at once, but 
we would like to hear from him before he goes, and I present Mr. Dyer as our first 
speaker. 
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William Allen Dyer: Mr. Toastmaster and Comrades of the Grand Army, I 
drove from Bridgeport this morning in order to be at this dinner because I had 
received a letter from Comrade Bishop, asking me to be here, and I had accepted 
it, and I couldn’t go into my own encampment without coming here and paying 
my respects to you, gentlemen, and to the Commander-in-Chief. I have to leave 
immediately to go into our session because it is the last session of the encampment. 
I am terribly sorry I have to leave, but I want you to understand that the Sons 
are with you all of their lives. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: We have with us as a representative of Governor Hurley, 
General Cole, a World War veteran. [Applause.] General Cole will now speak 
to us. 

General Charles H. Cole: Commander Bronson, National Commander, Com- 
rades of the Grand Army of the Republic, Comrades of the other wars of the 
United States, and ladies: The Governor, who is himself a veteran of the World 
War and the first veteran to hold that office in Massachusetts for more than thirty 
years, was obliged to go to Washington to be presented there with the competitive 
prize for highway safety which was won by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
and therefore, could not be present here today. But he asked me to extend to 
all you veterans of the Grand Army his personal greetings and felicitations, and 
the official greetings of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and to wish you all 
kinds of success in this Convention that you are holding here in Boston during 
these two days. 

To me an occasion like this is one in which I feel awed and humbled, in the 
presence of you few remaining survivors of that tremendous struggle between the 
States. It seems as if it were a momentous event in our history to be able to sit 
at luncheon with eighteen of the men who fought in the Civil War, which ended 
seventy-three years ago. I only wish that these luncheon tables could be set up 
on a platform in the middle of Boston Garden and the place filled with ten thousand 
or fifteen thousand, however many it might hold, of the boys and girls of this city 
and vicinity, as an example to them of patriotism. All you could teach in the 
schools for months and all you could say to them for months, would not amount 
to so much as an example such as they would have if they could see you old veterans 
in one of your reunions, as you are holding here today. 

There is still something that you can do for your country. You gave us by your 
valor, your courage, and your sacrifice, a union, one and indivisible, but you still 
have a mission which I think you fully realize, and that mission is that these 
organizations which are represented by your children and your descendants, can 
still perform a great service for our country. They can take up and defend the 
ideals and the traditions of the country that you saved. I talked last night with 
a young lady—I think she is a great grand-daughter of a Grand Army veteran— 
at the Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic, and she said, “Of course, we 
haven’t very much to do now because all our veterans are pretty well taken care 
of.” I said, ‘‘Yes, you have a great deal to do. There is no reason why your 
organization shouldn’t grow and grow in numbers because you have a mission 
to perform, and that is to uphold the ideals and traditions, for which your fathers, 
grandfathers and great-grandfathers fought.’”’ A word from you to those younger 
members of the organizations that are following you would do much to encourage 
them along those lines because you and I know, and our present generations know, 
that there is at work a subversive influence, working underneath, using every 
‘ism’ here, and there, to undermine and destroy the Republic which you soldiers 
made secure, and they need to be fought just as strongly as they are fighting to 
undermine us. 

Don’t underrate them. Don’t misjudge them. They are composed of very 
clever minds. They take the youth movement here, they take patriotism here, 
they take some other thing there, and push them to the front, but behind it all 
is that idea of destroying the democracy which we have in this country. I know 
because it is part of the business of the military department to know everything 
that is going on under cover. | 

We know who these men are. You see them appearing one day in a disorder 
down in Maine; you see them appearing at the State House when they can stir up 
trouble on some other question; you see them parading up and down in front of 
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the State House under other leaders; you see them on Boston Common; they 
who deny their God, who are atheists, and they are all working to the same end, 
to undermine the democracy of this country. 

I say that you veterans can leave that as a message to your junior organizations, 
to fight, and to continue the fight for the democracy as we know it in the United 
States. We all know that we must continue to fight. We can not relax. We 
have got to keep after it all the time. 

I like to think of. your organization in the terms of your great leader, General 
Grant. I think that he, in his character, typified the great organization of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. I have here a monograph which was written about 
Grant by Louis A. Coolidge. He was at one time the Washington correspondent 
of one of our Boston newspapers, and afterwards became the head of one of our 
great industrial organizations. 

This is a very, very interesting monograph. I just want to read to you a short 
exchange of letters between General Sherman and General Grant at the time 
General Grant was made a Lieutenant-General and put in command of all the 
armies of the Union. And the tone and character of the letters exchanged between 
those great soldiers was remarkable for its modesty and self-effacement,—something 
we do not see much of in these days. There was no occasion for General Grant » 
to write this letter to General Sherman. It is only the magnanimous man and 
modest man that would have thought of it. This is what he said when he took 
over the Lieutenant-Generalcy and left the Western Army to go East to Washington. 
He wrote this letter to General Sherman: 


“What I want is to express my thanks to you and McPherson as the men 
to whom, above all others, I feel indebted for whatever I have had of success. 
How far your advice and assistance have been of help to me, you know; 
how far your execution of whatever has been given to you to do entitles 
you to the reward I am receiving, you can not know as well as I.” 


And Sherman wrote in answer to that: 

“You do McPherson and myself too much honor. At Belmont you mani- 
fested your traits, neither of us being near. At Donelsen, also, you illustrated 
your whole character. I was not near, and McPherson in too subordinate. a 
capacity to influence you. ... I believe you are as brave, patriotic, and 
just as the great prototype, Washington; as unselfish, kind-hearted and honest 
as a man should be; but the chief characteristic is the simple faith in success 
you have always manifested, which I can liken to nothing else than the faith 
the Christian has in the Saviour. This faith gave you victory at Shiloh and 
Vicksburg. Also, when you have completed your best preparations, you go 
into battle without hesitation, as at Chattanooga,—no doubts, no reserve,— 
and I tell you, it was this that made us act with confidence. I knew wherever 
I was, that you thought of me; and if I got in a tight place you would come— 
if alive.” 


I don’t think history records anywhere so generous an exchange of letters be- 
tween two high Commanders as between Grant and Sherman. No jealousy, no 
antagonism, nothing but friendship. I think those two letters, and particularly 
that of General Grant, is typical of the character of the organization of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 

I hope next vear I may have again the honor of attending your luncheon and 
meeting you all here again. Thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: I am sure we can all voice that last remark and hope 
that you will meet us, not only next year, but in every one of the years to come. 
We thank you for these kind remarks and wish that our school children could 
hear the same remarks. I know it would do a lot of good. 

Commander Bronson: Our next speaker is Herman L. Bush of the Soldiers’ 
Relief Department of the City of Boston. Mr. Bush represents Mayor Tobin. 
He is also a war veteran and he wears the distinguished service cross. [Applause.] 

Mr. Herman L. Bush: Commander Bronson, National Commander, and dis- 
tinguished guests, and I hope that you will consider me as a comrade also when I 
address you as Comrades. It is a distinct pleasure to be here today, representing 
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our youthful Mayor of the City of Boston, the Honorable Maurice J. Tobin. 
The Mayor regrets sincerely his inability to be here today with you at this luncheon. 
In fact, he had every intention of coming here and I was not notified until after 
quarter past one to come here in his place, to present to you his greetings and 
felicitations, and his regret at being unable to be here in person. But his misfortune 
is my good fortune, that I have been sent here to represent him and to break bread 
with such a distinguished gathering of the defenders of our Union. 

As a boy I always had a deep reverence and a great humility for men of the 
Grand Army. I have read as a boy avidly all the stories, both fiction and fact, 
in connection with the Civil War. I am probably as familiar with most of the 
phases of that conflict as you gentlemen are who lived through it. I read every- 
thing that I could possibly lay my hands on, both in fact and fiction, with reference 
to that conflict, and it grieved me deeply a few years ago—I don’t think it was so 
long ago, either—when someone raised a question as to a statue or some com- 
memoration of Robert E. Lee, and accused Robert E. Lee of being a traitor and, 
therefore, objected to that statue being placed. I was grieved at that and I felt 
regret that after so many years and in view of the fact that we have a united 
nation as a result of that conflict, that those old enmities should still be kept alive. 
Those men on the other side may have been misguided, they may have been 
mistaken in their views, but they were sincere. They thought they had a cause. 
They were brave men. They were brave men on the other side, just as brave as 
the men on our side. 

I was born and bred up here in the North, but perhaps I can still have some 
sympathy for the problems that confronted those of the South, and I felt that 
after all these years it was regretful that anybody could still conceive an enmity 
against a distinguished soldier of the other side; because he was a distinguished 
soldier. He was a West Pointer, and he was perhaps one of the best soldiers that 
they had on either side, and a very brave and courageous man. After all these 
years and in the declining years of those who had outlived that conflict, I thought 
that those enmities should be forgotten, and that all credit should be given to those 
who fought in that conflict, regardless of which side they fought on. 

But it is a fact that you men have really preserved the Union. If it were not 
for that great conflict we might have had a very divided nation today. We would 
not have had the great and glorious United States that we have this day and, 
of course, it is for us, the younger comrades of the later wars, to carry on the torch 
which you carried so successfully, so that the institutions and nation may be 
preserved for posterity, as you have preserved it for us. 

We see the ranks of the Grand Army rapidly thinning out, and the Commander 
has just informed me while sitting at the table here that there are barely more 
than one hundred-odd men left in Massachusetts. You men have lived to a great 
age. May you live a great many years more so that we can still see you around 
at luncheons of this kind for many years. 

I am constrained to think that the reason why so many of you have lived so 
long is that you received so much practice dodging cannon balls in the Civil War 
and it gave you a great deal of agility. We didn’t have that opportunity in France. 
They were too fast for us, and the modern shells explode when they land so we 
didn’t have the opportunity of dodging them. 

We have today, as the General pointed out, some hundreds of organizations 
that are engaged in every conceivable kind of propaganda which is calculated to 
disrupt and destroy the fundamental principles upon which this country is founded. 
We see other nations arming to the teeth for a possible conflict. We see democracy 
more or less on trial. We see dictators taking the upper hand in the world with all 
the possibilities that that implies of future wars of aggression for power and terri- 
tory. We feel that it is for us—a nation which has never sought wars of aggression 
for territory or for additional power, which, if anything, has always been more or 
less of a benefactor nation, for always if we have taken territory we have taken it 
with the idea of a protectorate rather than the acquisition of territory to our own 
shores—that for our own protection it behooves us to be adequately prepared for 
any contingency and any emergency that may arise. Although we do not want 
war, and those of us who have been through wars realize to the utmost all of the 
horrors of war, we still feel that the only adequate insurance against still greater 
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conflict and further war is an adequate defense with an army, navy, and air force. 
[Applause. | 

With every nation in the world spending all that they possibly can on increased 
armament, it would be the height of folly for our own country to fall behind and 
to be left at the mercy of any aggressor nation. We should be completely pre- 
pared, and IJ was very happy to see that the President has seen fit to appropriate 
a sufficient amount of money to engage and embark on a ten-year period of expan- 
sion for the army, navy, and air corps. 

I further wish to state that the heritage that you will pass on to those who 
come after you is one that will never be forgotten. It is a record and a history 
of brave and courageous achievement, and one that we have alawys been proud of 
and shall always be proud of, and shall pass on to our children and to a greater 
posterity. Thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: We wish to thank Mr. Bush, this hero of the World 
War, for his very kind and instructive remarks. The World War boys must soon 
take our places, and we know they are not going to lack good strong men and 
good strong speakers to carry on their good work, and we rely upon them to see 
that our country still is a democracy. 

We are honored today to have with us the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, Dr. Overton H. Mennet, who will now address you. 
[Applause. ] 

Commander-in-Chief Mennet: Department-Commander, our representative of 
the Governor, General Cole, our representative of the Mayor, our distinguished 
guests and comrades, it is a very great pleasure for me to be with you here today. 
I have traveled a good many miles in order to be at your encampment, and I am 
very happy to see so many of you able to be out. The average age of our comrades 
is almost 94 years now. 

On July 1st it will be the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg, that 
memorable battle which should have ended the Civil War. If our General George 
G. Meade had been a General Grant or if General Grant had had charge, the War 
would have been ended at that point. There isn’t a question in the world about it, 
I believe. 

I don’t know hardly what to say to you. I want to commend General Cole’s 
speech very highly. As to Mr. Bush’s speech, I can not commend one side of it. 
I am afraid that I have to disagree with him, and I will have to disagree with 
our Governor’s representative in one respect. There is no such thing as a war 
between the states. There is no possibility of a war between the states. No state 
has any right to declare war upon the other. This was a war of rebellion, pure and 
simple. 

Eleven states wanted to secede and wanted to set up a government of their 
own, but they were never out of the Union, according to the records of the United 
States of America. Their names were never erased from our records. Their star 
was still in our banner. There was never any declaration at the end of that war, 
of that conflict, that war of rebellion. That war of rebellion was finally, at the 
instigation of the southern senators in the Congress, denominated a Civil War. 
That was by the bill that was put in and passed through the Congress and acceded 
to by the northern representatives, that it was a Civil War, not a war between the 
states. There couldn’t be any such thing as a war between the states. It was 
simply a rebellion. 

Our comrades that suffered indescribable miseries during that conflict,—they 
can not forget. Many of them are living today that can not forget Andersonville 
and other prisons where they were killed off by the thousands. Just give them 
the prisoners, and they would kill more than General Robert E. Lee could kill, 
and it would have been done had it not been for the provident spring that came out 
of the ground and saved thousands upon thousands of our comrades in the 
Andersonville prison. 

I can not understand the history that our comrade has been reading that he 
would say such things as he has said to you here today. The history of Robert E. 
Lee was that of a traitor, pure and simple. He was in the service of the Rebellion 
at the time he took the oath of allegiance to the United States of America, and he 
violated that oath and went off in secession, claiming that he was following his 
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state, when his state did not go out of the Union until after he was in the rebel 
army and sent men there at the point of the bayonet to force Virginia out of the 
Union. Do we call that a great General? I say not. I could not say so. I could 
not sit here and approve of any such statements on the part of you comrades. 

We are looking forward to our encampment at Des Moines, Iowa, which opens 
the 4th of September, and we hope to see all of you there. 

There is to be a celebration at Gettysburg in memory of the Civil War which 
ended 75 years ago next July Ist, and the Battle of Gettysburg which was fought 
75 years ago July Ist. At our National Encampment at Madison, Wisconsin, 
there was a committee appointed to confer with the committee from Pennsylvania 
in regard to the carrying of the Confederate Flag at that celebration. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Confederate Veterans openly and defiantly said that they 
would never attend that encampment unless they could bear their flag on an 
equality with that of the Stars and Stripes. That could not be approved by the 
Grand Army of the Republic. This is not a celebration that includes the Grand 
Army of the Republic. They are only the organizations of the Veterans of the 
Civil War. Unless there is some agreement as to what will be done with that 
Rebel flag at Gettysburg, if it is not confined to the camp where the Confederate 
Veterans are quartered, we shall probably not go. What the decision of that 
committee is I do not know, but whatever it is it will be incorporated in our next 
general orders. Every comrade is privileged to go to that reunion simply as a 
veteran of the Civil War, unless our committee comes to some agreement with 
the committee from Pennsylvania in regard to that. 

We have tried to get in communication with Mr. Roy, the chairman of that 
committee, and Senator Rice, who is at the head of these arrangements, and we 
haven’t got any satisfactory answers from them whatever, so it is in abeyance as 
to just what stand we will take, but any comrade that attends, unless the general 
orders give him the privilege of going as a Grand Army man, will go only as a 
veteran of the Civil War and wear citizens’ clothes, giving no evidence whatever 
that he is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic. We could not approve 
of the stand that is taken by the Confederates in their encampment. So much 
for that. 

I am very happy to be here, and I bring you all the greetings of the Grand Army 
of the Republic. I commend you all for the manner in which you have conducted 
yourselves in this encampment. Thank you. [Applause.] 


Commander Bronson: We are certainly pleased to have our National Com- 
mander with us today. We need good men and need good strong minds to carry 
on the work of the Grand Army of the Republic. I now present our Commissioner 
of State Aid and Pensions, Mr. Richard R. Flynn. 


Mr. Richard R. Flynn: Comrade-Commander, Comrade Commander-in-Chief, 
General Cole, representing His Excellency the Governor, Comrades of my own 
War, and later wars, and ladies and gentlemen: As I got on my feet I had an 
express order from a very prominent member of the Grand Army to cut it short. 
I always obey my superior officers and I will try to be brief. 

I am here, today, ladies and gentlemen, because of the acceptance of an invitation 
from my very dear friend, Comrade Bishop, written by his own personal hand. 
It was my happy privilege for many years to be connected with the headquarters 
of the Grand Army and to have lunch with him every day. I learned to love him 
almost as I would my own Dad. When he passed away he left a void in my every- 
day life that I haven’t quite got over. 

There are so many things I would like to talk about this afternoon. I have 
been attending Grand Army banquets for probably thirty-five years, and for 
twenty-eight years, at least, as an official in the State Aid and Pension Office. 
I look upon the Grand Army as one of the greatest veterans’ organizations that this 
country ever had or ever will have. Why? There was only one ism in your 
organization that was outstanding, and that was patriotism. [Applause.] You 
have no division as to race or creed in your makeup. That is what has made you 
so powerful. 

We younger men can learn a great deal from the influences that you have brought 
into this country, and into the schools and the colleges. I really feel that the 
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Grand Army has accomplished greater results with the school children of this 
country in your Memorial Day addresses than we can ever measure. 

This afternoon you had an address from Mr. Bush. I wonder, ladies and 
gentlemen, if you know Mr. Bush’s history as a soldier. He wears the distinguished 
service cross, and he left on the battlefields of France a leg, and an eye, and part 
of his hand. So you can see what service means. 

It was my privilege last fall to visit the battlefields in which he participated. 
I have a great affection, especially, for Belleau Wood because several of my friends 
are buried in that cemetery. It was my second visit there, and what impressed 
me most in looking over those rows of crosses was the names and the make-up of 
the men that composed the Army of the United States. I have no dread of any 
Communism while we have men of that kind fighting for the flag of our country,— 
a Catholic, a Jew, and a Mohammedan, side by side, sleeping the sleep of the just. 

Of course, we will always have jealous minded people. Those traitors,—we 
have always had them, but we have laws. We have a Government and we have 
an army, as General Cole tells you about, looking out for those particular persons. 

T want to leave this thought with your newly elected Commander of the Grand 
Army, Commander Stoddard. You have a great deal of responsibility on your 
shoulders. I am still a fairly young man and I want to take some of the load off 
your desk. I will guarantee you, sir, the best in me for the caring of your comrades 
and the widows and wives of your comrades. God bless you all! [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: We are certainly pleased to have this man who has done 
so much toward procuring pensions for the veterans of all wars, speak to us. Thank 
you, Mr. Flynn. 

Mrs. Phinney: Commander, the lady that just entered has something to say 
to you which will interest the Commander-in-Chief and all the comrades present. 

Miss Foster: Comrade Bronson, you know the Sons of Veterans of the Civil 
War have been trying hard and working for some little time to put through the 
Grand Army Highway from Provincetown across the Continent, and it was my 
pleasure to go down to New Bedford at the time they opened the road down there. 
I had my camera with me and I took some pictures, and one of them turned out 
so good I had it enlarged, and I want you to have it. It is a picture taken just 
parle they cut the ribbon across the bridge for the Grand Army of the Republic 

ighway. 

Commander Bronson: I certainly appreciate this very highly. Our next speaker 
is Past Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Edwin H. Lincoln. 

Mr. Lincoln: Since I came into this room I have received an invitation which 
I have accepted, and in accepting that invitation I must take away from you the 
Commander-in-Chief. General Cole has given me an invitation to ride in his 
automobile, and I am going to take the Commander-in-Chief out now and show 
him the battlefield of Concord, where we fought the first blow in the Revolutionary 
War. I don’t think he has ever been there and I am going to give him that excur- 
sion this afternoon as a capsheaf on the two days he has been in Boston. Are you 
ready, Commander? [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: We are sorry to lose our Commander and I hope that we 
shall meet him again. Our next speaker is Mr. Patrick E. Kelleher, Adjutant of 
the Spanish War Veterans. 

Adjutant Patrick E. Kelleher: Commander, Comrades of the Grand Army, and 
Ladies: We received this invitation in the handwriting of our good Comrade 
Bishop the morning of his death. I have that as a souvenir that I will cherish as 
long as I live. 

Our Department-Commander, unfortunately, has been confined for some time 
to the Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea, and left there about a week ago to return home 
after a severe heart attack, and our Senior Vice-Department Commander was 
stricken down about a month ago with a similar attack, which has kind of left 
the carrying on of the work of the organization on my shoulders. 

I am very happy to be here because it brings back to me memories as a boy. 
When I went to school I had the privilege of having as the principal of my school 
a comrade of the Grand Army of the Republic, Edgar Southard. Possibly some 
of you knew him,—a wonderful character, who instilled patriotism into every one 
of his pupils. And I had the privilege of knowing a great many of the comrades 
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of the Grand Army of the Republic when they were in the prime of life. I will 
never forget as a boy, back in 1892, when I stood hour after hour on Washington 
Street and saw that grand body of men pass by in review. It is something that 
as long as I live I can picture in my mind, those men, then in the prime of life, 
instilling into the hearts of the people of this city the idea that they were the men 
that made it possible for the Union to live. 

As the years go on and I look back, my own children and my grandchildren 
come to me and say, ‘‘Well, we had a treat today. We had the men of the Grand 
Army at our school.”” Then I tell them of the experience that I had, that I had a 
far better idea of what they really were. 

Comrades, we appreciate what you have done for this country, and our organiza- 
tion, the United Spanish War Veterans, certainly appreciates what you have done 
for them because we have tried to pattern our organization on the foundation 
that you have built. All our Veterans laws that we have sought and that we have 
got have been patterned on the work that you laid down for your organization, 
and we feel that we owe you a debt that we never will be able to pay. 

But while we are talking of Veteran organizations, it has been my duty, and 
my good friend O’Day of the Veterans of Foreign Wars has done the same thing,— 
that is to follow up bills that are filed in the Legislature of our State, seeking the 
rights that have been conferred on the Grand Army of the Republic, the United 
Spanish War Veterans, the American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 
disabled American World War Veterans,—privileges given by this State, sought 
by organizations that call themselves veteran organizations, but they have a 
hyphen in the name, such as Italian-American War Veterans, Polish-American 
War Veterans, and Irish-American War Veterans. Now, I am proud of the race 
from which I have descended, and I am proud of my father and mother and the 
country from which they came, but I am still prouder of the country that made it 
possible for them to secure the blessings that have been conferred on them and 
conferred on me in this great United States, and I don’t think that we have any 
place in this country or this nation today for any organization but an American 
Veteran organization. [Applause.] 

I am not going to take any more of your time. I know you must be tired after 
your two days’ session, but I am going to tell a little story of one of your comrades. 
I had to go to Pittsfield last Sunday and you know it is a long ride, away up on the 
other end of the state, and I thought that I had had quite a hard journey. Lo and 
behold, when I got up there, I saw our good Comrade Lincoln in the hall, and he 
. had to leave before the meeting finally ended because he said he was going down 
to Boston to meet the Commander-in-Chief. I said, Well, he is ninety years of 
age and I am only a kid, and if he can take it I certainly will have to. 

I am very happy to be here and I know my Department-Commander is very 
sorry that he is not able to be here. He had that attack, and also while he was 
at the Soldiers’ Home they examined an arm that gave him considerable trouble, 
and they put an X-ray on it and found a piece of shrapnel that had entered his 
arm forty years ago at Santiago. 

Our organization is like yours in that we have reached our peak. Our average 
age is sixty-seven. Our comrades are dying off at the rate of seven thousand a 
year so it won’t be a great many more years when we are in the same position 
that you are, but, God willing, we will carry on the traditions as you have laid 
them down, being the senior veteran organization next to you, and we will carry 
the flag and the torch that you have so nobly carried for over seventy-five years. 
{[Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: We are pleased to have this Spanish War Veteran with 
us today. We know that they carried our flag triumphantly through that war. 

I present as our next speaker, Henry V. O’Day, Adjutant of the Massachusetts 
Department, Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Mr. O’Day: Commander Bronson, Adjutant Kelleher, my good pal here, Com- 
rade Bush, Comrades of the Grand Army: It is regrettable that our Department 
Commander could not be here to bring you the greetings of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars today. He intended to be here, but this morning at about 11 o’clock he 
called me from the western part of the State and said that he was summoned 
into court and, therefore, I would have to come and represent him, so I am here 
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in civilian clothes instead of in uniform, which would have been much more 
pleasing tome. But I am glad that the Department-Commander was summoned 
into court, and if I only knew the Judge who summoned him I would write him a 
letter of thanks and appreciation because through that this has been a most pleasant 
occasion for me. 

We who serve our country realize in our hearts through that service has been 
created a keen and active feeling of comradeship for our brothers who served with 
us, and while we remember each and everyone and sometimes our memories cover 
hundreds, and even thousands, yet it is even possible that someone, some comrade, 
may be more outstanding than all the others. To me there is one whose memory 
is more outstanding although he was not a comrade of mine in the World War 
in France but he was a comrade of yours of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
Each morning as I pass the cemetery in Quincy where he rests in peace, I look up 
on that hill, and of all the hundreds of graves that are there, there is just this one 
grave that I see, and that is the grave of Frederick Bishop. 

Despite the fact that I may see the grave, it is not the grave that brings him 
back to me. It is that living memory of that smile that he always carried, that 
good humor, and that cheerful greeting. We who are in the State House day in 
and day out will always remember him coming up to your office, meeting us on 
the way, and greeting us as comrades and good fellows. While he can not be 
here with us today, I am sure that in the great beyond he is looking down and 
smiling on you comrades, and saying, Carry on! 

Again, your luncheon has been well done, and your cordial reception to all 
gathered here has been typical of the Grand Army. The Grand Army is an organi- 
zation for good fellowship and comradeship and, more than that, it is an American 
ideal, and because of this ideal, because of your wonderfully faithful and true and 
loyal spirit to America you will always live in our memories. And America does 
not only bow its head in tribute to you on Memorial Day, but each day of the 
year it stands in solemn salute to you and holds in its heart love and respect and 
affection, not only for your service in the Civil War but for your loyal and faithful 
service in peace as well. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: Our next speaker is Hon. Fred W. Cross of the Depart- 
ment of Civil War records at the State House. 

Mr. Cross: Mr. Commander, Comrades of the Grand Army, and other dis- 
tinguished guests: I don’t need to tell you that I am glad to be here and glad to 
hear all the interesting remarks and discussion to which we have listened today. 
As you know, I have a very deep interest in the Grand Army and in everything 
connected with it, one which was born before some of those present were born, 
and I, too, have read almost everything in connection with the Civil War. If 
I get down to the wilderness this spring I think it will be my twentieth visit to 
the battlefields of the Civil War. I don’t know of any one of the fields of major 
engagement in Virginia or Maryland, Pennsylvania or North Carolina which I 
haven’t tramped over, in some cases again and again. 

I was in my seventieth year last October when on Columbus Day my wife and 
I were stopping in Winchester, Virginia, and I told her the automobiles went too 
fast for me, that I couldn’t see anything, and I was going to walk up the pike a 
ways. We were staying just one block below General Sheridan’s headquarters, 
and I started at 7 o’clock and at 5 o’clock in the afternoon was on the field at 
Cedar Creek. I had walked over the entire route of Sheridan’s ride. Two or 
three days later I rode up to Cedar Creek and walked eight or nine miles over the 
battlefields. 

I wish you could see one field that I found there. A gentleman named Funk 
owned the farm, and he took me up into a field where the Sixth Corps began its 
resistance to the troops that morning, and I think in just going through that 
field from one end to the other we passed forty or fifty little pits in the ground 
with a little dirt heaped up beside each pit, these being places from which the dead 
were removed sometime after the battle and taken up to the cemeteries in Win- 
chester, Virginia. Mr. Funk told me he had always very religiously regarded and 
preserved that field and never intended to plow it because of those marks of soldiers’ 
graves scattered all over it. I presume in the whole field there were nearly one 
hundred graves from which soldiers’ bodies had been removed. 
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I have contacted Confederates of all sorts in Virginia, from the private soldiers 
who fought in the ranks to men who stood very near the head of the Confederate 
Army. I remember on one occasion stopping over a Sunday in Norfolk, Virginia, 
and asking someone on the street, Do you know Colonel Walter H. Taylor? And 
two different persons to whom I put the question said, Why, he is the finest man 
in the city of Norfolk. He was one of the three majors that ran General Lee’s 
headquarters during the Civil War,—Taylor, and Marshall, and Venable, Marshall 
being the only one who was present with General Lee at the surrender. 

Well, I found a place and called up Colonel Taylor and told him there was a 
small Yankee down there at the dock who was very anxious to meet him, and 
would it be improper to call on Sunday? He said, No, come up any time this 
evening, and that, with the Virginian means any time after dinner, any time 
after one in the afternoon, perhaps, so I went up to Colonel Taylor’s and spent 
the most delightful two or three hours that I think I ever spent anywhere. 

He showed me a great many letters that were written by Confederate officers. 
We talked of Jackson’s Valley Campaign of 1862, and he showed me the original 
letter which General Lee had him write to Jackson, recommending that he make 
the movements and use the strategy which he did use in that Valley campaign. 
It was the original letter with interlineations and erasures in General Lee’s own 
handwriting, and after General Lee had corrected it, Colonel Taylor said that he 
asked him to make a copy, which General Lee signed and sent to Jackson. The 
world knows the story of Jackson’s Valley Campaign of 1862. 

I remember among other papers that he showed me was his own parole from 
Appomattox, signed by General Lee himself. Now, these paroles, as they called 
them, were simply the passes home. The parole was a paper which was signed 
by General Lee and members of his military family, promising that they would 
not fight again against the United States until properly exchanged and, of course, 
they never were properly exchanged, never were exchanged at all. Having signed 
this parole, the Confederate officers themselves were allowed to give to their men 
passes home. Those passes read—this one in particular: 


‘““Appomattox Court House, Virginia, 
April 10, 1865 


The bearer, Walter H. Taylor, a paroled prisoner of the Army of Northern 
Virginia, is permitted to return to his home and there remain undisturbed.”’ 


Colonel Taylor told me that as General Lee’s Adjutant-General he himself 
signed the passes home of the leading officers of the Confederate Army, but when 
it came to his own pass home he said to General Lee, “It won’t look very well for 
me to sign my own pass home,” and General Lee said, “Let me take it,”’ and he 
took it and signed it, and it was signed in his unmistakable handwriting. 

You know how much I love the Grand Army and the men who fought to save 
the nation. I take off my hat to them. They are second to none. But I have 
been around amongst those people, in Virginia particularly, until I have conceived 
a feeling of friendly sympathy for the men who fought against you. You remember 
Captain Comey who was Department Commander here a few years ago. I re- 
member taking him over twenty-five battlefields in Virginia and in Maryland, and 
bringing him into contact with some old Confederate soldiers that loved him and 
whom he loved as long as he lived. 

I presume that most of you, if you had been Virginians and had seen a hostile 
Army invade your soil, would have been fighting under the stars and bars. But 
you weren’t; you were fighting under the Army of the Union, and you helped 
preserve that Union, and the stars and bars had to be beaten down. 

Now, with regard to General Lee, I think I have as much respect and reverence 
for General Lee as any man ought to have. I have been three times to the place 
where he rests. I have stood beside the grave of Jackson, who rests in a cemetery 
in the same village of Lexington, Virginia. 

Now, with regard to statues, and so forth, I remember a few years ago there was 
a proposal to place an equestrian statue of General Lee in the National Cemetery 
at Arlington, Virginia. Now, you can all of you have your own ideas about that. 
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Mind you, this is placing an equestrian statue of Robert E. Lee, the Commander — 
of the Confederate Army, in the National Cemetery, where rest nearly 20,000 
Union dead. I say, Yes, let’s place one there at the expense of the United States 
Government, but on the day when that monument is dedicated, let another 
monument, another equestrian statue, be unveiled in Hollywood Cemetery in 
Richmond, Virginia, among the graves of the men who followed the stars and bars 
and whose great Commander, Robert E. Lee, surrendered at Appomattox, to 
General U. 8. Grant. I am willing you should place one statue at Arlington if 
you place the corresponding statue in Hollywood at Richmond. 

Now, I am afraid that a good deal of this controversy that arises over the war 
between the States, the Civil War, and so forth, I believe starts with certain women’s 
organizations south of the Mason and Dixon line. J have never found a Con- 
federate soldier who wasn’t ready to say, “I am glad, Mr. Cross, that the war 
ended just as it did.”’ I have never found a Confederate soldier who wouldn’t 
be glad to come in here today and shake the hand of every one of you and to tell 
you he was glad the war ended as it did. But there are certain auxiliary organiza- 
tions that I am afraid sometimes keep the war up and keep it going, and will fight 
until after you are dead, all of you. 

That gives me a great feeling of regret because I love soldiers, and I believe that 
most of the soldiers on both sides were sincere. I can not tell you how very deep 
has been my affection for some of the men whom I have known in Virginia and in 
North Carolina who fought against you. The time has come when feelings of 
recrimination and incrimination should cease to exist, when people should begin 
to rewrite history and say that Civil War isn’t the right name to apply to the 
conflict between ’61 and ’65. 

My brother here has read everything he can find in relation to the Civil War, 
and I will guarantee in nine out of ten cases, if he has read articles on great cam- 
paigns written by Confederate officers, that in nine cases out of ten they have 
called it the Civil War, and why should some women’s organization write up here 
in the last ten years and say, ‘‘You mustn't call it the Civil War any more. You 
must call it the war between the states.’”’ That is only keeping up the old fight 
and raising some new issue of controversy between the sections. 

Comrades, I have talked longer than I ought and have said something that 
perhaps I ought not to. You know my respect for you. It has been one of the 
great privileges and pleasures of my life that I have been instrumental in completing 
the publication of the records of you Massachusetts soldiers. I hope you will 
all come in and call on me whenever you can, as long as I remain in the State House, 
because if I were to sum up everything that I want to say in one sentence this 
afternoon, it would be “I love you!’ [Applause.] 

Commander. Bronson: We always listen to very interesting remarks from 
Mr. Cross. I will now call upon Past Department-Commander George A. Gay 
for just a few words. 

Comrade Gay: Distinguished Guests and, of course, Mrs. Phinney, Comrades 
of all wars, and then come my Comrades: You know, as a rule, when we get in 
here and get to talking at our banquets we always review the past. I am not 
particularly interested in the past. The past is over. The battle has been won, 
but it is the future I am looking into, the future of America. 

Now, just where do we stand in America today? The Grand Army of the 
Republic stands for one thing expressly, and what is that? It is patriotism, being 
loyal to the flag and loyal to our country. You all know as well as I know that 
eye Hae been plenty of bloodshed, plenty of tears have flowed because of upholding 

ory. 

Just where are we drifting? I do not believe that we are going to have any 
trouble with the nations abroad. They haven’t any money to fight a war. It is 
propaganda, most of it. They are battling one with the other. 

But in America, the land of the free and the home of the brave, you get a little 
sheet of paper in here this morning which wants you to endorse a man that would 
preach nothing but Communism. Do you think that the Grand Army of the 
Republic would sanction that? Would that be true to the cause in which they 
have always fought? Now, if we want to get rid of Communists in this country 
what is the step to take? 
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Are we going to keep America intact? We have the American Legion, and 
we have the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and us old boys are through fighting. 
What are you going to do? Are you going to take this up? Whenever you find 
a Communist in your community what are you going to do? I will tell you. Build 
a beautiful flat-bottomed boat, but be sure you bore it full of holes in the bottom, 
put them into it and send them off, and say, ‘‘“Good-bye! I wish you good luck!” 

Now, then, we boys of the Grand Army of the Republic are relying on you boys 
who fought these last wars. Are you going to let our comrades die in vain, and 
are you going to let your comrades die in vain, or are you going to stick to it that 
Communism in this country shall not prevail? I ask you! [Applause.] 

Comrade Bronson: We have another Veteran present who will speak to us, 
David Epstein, Past Commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Mr. Epstein: Commander, Comrades of the Spanish War, Comrade Bush, 
Comrades of the Grand Army: To me it is a great honor and a pleasure to be 
present today because your people have taught me Americanism. 

When I came to this country and saw the Statue of Liberty, just as I came in 
on the 30th of May, the first sight I saw was the members of the Grand Army of 
the Republic marching, something snapped and there was kindled in my heart a 
torch, for the love of America started in me. 

Then, again, during the World War, on the first day of May, by a strange 
coincidence I stood on the Common, and I saw Comrade Driscoll, Commander of 
the John A. Andrew Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, calling for volunteers. 
He said, “We fought for the Union. How many of you are going to fight to preserve 
a democracy?” 1 enlisted and I never regretted it. I have associated since with 
Comrade Driscoll. We came back to the States, joined the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, and we had the great pleasure and honor of forming the John E. Russell 
Post, and-two Grand Army of the Republic members accepted honorary member- 
ship in our organization. Today we have only one left, that is, Comrade Driscoll. 
I assure you, Comrades, that as far as the Veterans of Foreign Wars are concerned 
we shall carry on as you have done. 

Only the other day they appointed a self-declared Communist as a professor in 
Harvard College, a college that is free of taxes, and has all kinds of money. We 
are supporting it. A Communist teaching our children! Are we going to stand 
for that! I know I will bring it back to my folks and will go on record, demanding 
removal of men of that caliber from any positions or any institutions like our 
schools. I trust and hope that the comrades will take up and protest, the same as 
we will protest, their appointment. I thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: We would like to hear from Past Department-Commander 
Green, who is our new Assistant Adjutant General and Quartermaster of the 
Department of Massachusetts. 

Comrade Green: Commander and Guests, members of the Grand Army and 
friends: I hardly know what to say after all that has been said. My sentiments 
have been voiced on many occasions. Of course, with some things that have 
been said I can not really agree. 

I certainly am not particularly fond of our southern comrades. We have, as 
I understand, been invited, as our Commander-in-Chief said, to go to Gettysburg 
in June. I received a notice to that effect myself, but in that invitation I was 
required to reply to it before the 10th of April and I haven’t taken any action on 
it up to the present. I don’t think I shall because I am not desirous of going, for 
this very reason,—I think that possibly the comrades in the South would receive 
us with open arms, but when it comes to the Daughters of the Confederacy, what 
they have been doing and are trying to do today I don’t agree with. [Applause.] 

I want to say, since you have introduced me as Assistant Adjutant-General, 
that, of course, this is just my first appearance in that capacity. For that reason 
I feel that I have not a whole lot to say. Possibly after I have served in that 
capacity for a year or so I may be able to speak more intelligently in regard to the 
position. I certainly do want to thank the incoming Commander for his appoint- 
ment, and I am going to do the best I can. 

I want to say that today we, the Comrades of the Grand Army, are not seeking 
office. The office really today is seeking the man because we have so few and they 
are unable to take care of the various duties. It is almost impossible to get any- 
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one to serve on a committee or in any capacity as an officer. I have taken this 
under protest, but I am going to do the very best I can to carry on for the next 
year. I thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: You have all heard of Joe, our newly-elected Department 
Commander of Massachusetts. Commander Stoddard, we would like to hear 
from you. 

Commander Stoddard: Commander and Comrades of the different Veterans’ 
organizations, my own Comrades and Friends: I have undertaken the job, but 
I don’t know whether I can carry it through or not. I am going to find it pretty 
hard being Commander of this Department, but if I have Mrs. Phinney’s help 
and my Assistant Adjutant-General here, I think I will get along all right. 

I am glad to be here and to see this outpouring of patriotism that has been 
demonstrated here today. I believe a good deal as Comrade Gay does. I think 
we should look out for the future and not for the past because we have lived the 
past and now in the future we want to make plans so that this United States will 
be secure from all those who are trying to undermine the Constitution. To that 
end as long as J am Department-Commander I shall work, and I hope and believe 
that our patriotic organizations in the State of Massachusetts will work so that 
we may be rid of Communism or anything of that sort. 

I appreciate highly the honor that has been extended to me by the Department 
of Massachusetts, and I shall try and do my best to uphold the dignity and the 
standing of the Grand Army of the Republic which was established years ago 
and today is respected all over the country. If I do that I shall be satisfied. 
I thank you very much! [Applause.] 

Commander Bronson: I believe that concludes our program unless there is 
someone who would like to make a few remarks. If not, we will declare this meet- 
ing closed, thanking all for their presence here. 

I want to thank everyone who has assisted me in the past year in my endeavor 
to carry on the great work of the Department of Massachusetts. I hope I shall 
be able by and by to help more. All I can do is to appear before the youth of our 
land, the school children, in my uniform, and try to instruct them, not so much 
in war but instruct them in what peace means, and what loyalty to the flag and 
loyalty to home and mother means. I always emphasize that loyalty to mother. 
Mother is the one who makes our nation, who moulds the young child’s life and 
brings it up to mature manhood and womanhood. 

We now bid you all good evening until the Campfire tonight, to which I expect 
everyone is invited. 

Comrade Gay: Just before we adjourn, may 1 say that we have had year after 
year a splendid banquet which has been prepared for us by the Department of 
the Grand Army of the Republic of Massachusetts. I wish every Comrade would 
stand in recognition of the beautiful service that has been rendered us. I think 
it is due the Department comrades. Will you rise in recognition of the repast we 
have had? 

[All present rise.] I thank you! 

Comrade Green: I want to say in addition to that, that we owe all of this, you 
might say, to our worthy Secretary of the Grand Army of the Republic at head- 
quarters. Comrade Bishop as Assistant Adjutant-General started in with Mrs. 
Phinney to work for this occasion, and it was through her efforts after Comrade 
Bishop passed on that this thing has been carried out so successfully. 1! think it 
nothing more than right that the comrades should rise in token of respect and 
thanks to Mrs. Phinney. [All present rise.] [Applause.| 

Mrs. Phinney: Commander Bronson, your year is ended. I pledged to you a 
year ago that I would do my very best. I have done so. To you, Comrade 
Stoddard, I again renew that pledge and will give to you the very best I have. 

[And so the Seventy-Second Encampment of the Department of Massachusetts, 
Grand Army of the Republic, came to a close.] 


OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, G. A. R. 65 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 
Strate House, Boston, April 15, 1937. 
GENERAL ORDERS ] 
No. 1 


I. Having been elected Commander of the Department of Massachusetts, 
Grand Army of the Republic, I hereby assume command. 
II. The following officers were elected: 
Department Commander, JOHN E. Bronson, Post 144, Dedham. 
Sentor Vice-Commander, JOSEPH fF’. StropDARD, Post 11, Charlestown. 
Junior Vice-Commander, CHARLES A. MiEs, Post 72, Stoughton. 
Medical Director, ALBERT A. NICKERSON, Post 35, Chelsea. 
Chaplain, Rrv. E. GEorGE Bippie, Post 134, Boston. 


Council of Administration. 


GEORGE W. GREEN, Post 200, Jamaica Plain. 
HeNRI BATCHELDER, Post 156, Everett. 
LEONARD Boyp, Post 62, Newton. 

Dun ey L. Paces, Post 42, Lowell. 

Princgé A. PHINNEY, Post 143, Brookline. 


III. Appointed Officers. 


Assistant Adjutant-General and Assistant Quartermaster-General, FREDERICK 
H. BisHop, Post 88, Quincy. 

Judge-Advocate, WiLL1AM H. WorMstTEAD, Post 82, Marblehead. 

Inspector, GILBERT D. StrEETER, Post 17, Orange. 

Chief Mustering Officer, W1uu1AM F. Dopgae, Post 5, Lynn. 

Patriotic Instructor, DENNIS Driscouu, Post 15, Boston. 

Chief-of-Staff, H1ram 8. Faunce, Post 110, Randolph. 

Department Secretary, HELEN A. PHINNEY, Past Department President, 
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 


IV. Office Hours: 9.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday by special appointment 
only. Department Commander will be at Headquarters the first and third Monday 
of e.ch month, from 12 m. to 2 P.M. 


VY. Aides-de-Camp. Post Commanders are requested to send in at once to 
these Headquarters names and addresses of Comrades to serve as Aides on the 
Staff of the Department Commander. 


VI. All requisitions for supplies must be accompanied by check, money-order 
or cash to pay for same. 


VII. All checks, money-orders, etc., must be payable to Frederick H. Bishop, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. Quartermasters will take due notice and govern 
themselves accordingly. 


All official correspondence should be addressed to Frederick H. Bishop, Room 27, 
State House, Boston. 


VIII. The following Representatives and Alternates for the next National 
Encampment were elected at the Department Encampment. } 


Representatives to the Seventy-First National Encampment: 


Delegate-at-Large Alternate-at-Large 
Dudley L. Page, Post 42 Henri Batchelder, Post 156 
Representatives Post Alternates Post 
Charles ¥.Staples . . : 53 iheodores Ha Glark 39.9) 9) 29 #145 
William H. Byrne pay eetaelas pLhomassAeGorsonm 1498 260 oe 5 


Prince A. Phinney .© . . 148 I. George Biddle at Poy > Veen 34. 
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IX. Plans for the National Encampment have not been completed. As soon 
as word is received from National Headquarters, due notice will be sent to the 
Posts. | | 

Per order, 


JoHN E. Bronson, 
Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


In HMHemoriam 


With profound sorrow we announce the passing of our beloved Past Department 
Commander, James H. Webb, whose death occurred February 20, 1937. 

Comrade Webb served in the Navy on the Sacramento and Ohio. 

Was elected Department Commander in 1929. 

Comrade Webb was always an enthusiastic member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, loyal to his comrades, and endeared to all who knew him. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 
State Hovuss, Boston, April 15, 1937. 


GENERAL ORDERS 
Nor 


Memorial Day. 


As Memorial Day, May 30, comes on Sunday this year, its observance will 
take place on Monday, May 31. 

Another year in its swift flight has passed into history and with the return of 
spring bringing its beautiful blossoms, we are again reminded of Memorial Day, 
and of our sacred obligation to our Comrades who sleep in their little green tents. 

We are but a remnant of a once mighty army, but the spirit that has animated 
the Grand Army of the Republic in past years, still remains with us. 

Let every Post make suitable arrangements for the proper observance of this 
“Holy Day” of the Union Soldier and Sailor, and consecrate it anew to the mem- 
ory of the brave men who offered their lives in defence of our Flag and Country. 

Sunday, May 23, is hereby designated as Memorial Sunday. 

Posts should arrange to attend Church on that day and invite our Allied Or- 
ganizations, also our comrades of the Spanish and World Wars to accompany them. 

In accordance with orders from National Headquarters, the reading of General 
Logan’s Order No. II and Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address should be made part of 
the Memorial Day services. 

Post Chaplains must forward promptly to the Department Chaplain, Rev. FE. 
George Biddle, 20 Greenwich Park, Boston, Mass., a full report of Memorial 
Day exercises in which their Posts take part. 


Per order, 


JOHN E. BRONSON, 
Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BIsHop, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC; 
State House, Boston, July 23, 1937. 
GENERAL ORDEPS 
No. 3 


National Encampment. 


The Seventy-first National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic 
will be held in Madison, Wisconsin, September 5-11, 1937. 

Departure from Boston will be on Saturday, September 4, from North Station 
at 12.00 noon, via Boston & Maine-New York Central Lines on the ‘‘Massachusetts 
Department Special” train consisting of Pullman Standard Sleeping cars, modern 
day coach, dining car and baggage car. Members of party join en route at Ayer 
12.45 p.m.—Fitchburg 1.05 p.m.—Gardner 1.35 p.m.—Greenfield 2.25 p.m.—North 
Adams 3.35 p.mM.—Albany 5.30 P.M. 

For illustrated booklet giving full information, apply to Colpitts Tourist Co., 
262 Washington Street, Boston. 

The Madison Encampment Committee has been organized with General Ralph 
W. Immel as Chairman and Col. Joseph W. Jackson as Secretary. AJl requests 
for rooms and other information should be addressed to Col. Joseph W. Jackson, 
Secretary, G.A.R. Encampment Committee, Madison, Wis. 

National and Massachusetts Headquarters will be at the Loraine Hotel. 

Department Headquarters in Boston will be closed from September 4 to 27. 





Delegates Attention. 


There will be a meeting of those entitled to seats in the National Encampment 
at Headquarters, in the Loraine Hotel, Tuesday, September 7, at 5.00 p.m. 
CREDENTIALS will be distributed at this meeting. Important business will be 
transacted and every member is expected to attend. 

It is the wish of the Department Commander that Comrades remove all decora- 
tions from their coats DURING THE PARADE, excepting the official G.A.R. 
badge. He asks the Comrades to comply with this wish. 

The following-named Comrades are hereby appointed as Aides on the staff of 
the Department Commander. They will be obeyed and respected accordingly: 


Post Post 
George Wixon . 1 George B. Howe Bir Oo 
Frederick Whitney. ; 2 Charles A. Richards Mite: 
Henry Hopkins 3 Harvey W. Edson . SNe 
Thomas Corson A LO Willard Gurney ; a ean, 4. 
George W. Thomas . , 8 Elmer P. Copeland . SAY bs) 
George W. Frissell . ee lO Alvin F. Tolman . ; uate t | 
Hiram Jenkins red Samuel Snow . a 2 
Wilham Winsor werd David Storey . . 89 
Dennis Driscoll bee LED Julius A. Fitts pe Ly 
Charles Burt. Serran James 8. Mitchell. att 
George Jewett . MeL Samuel True . ; ey bee 
James M. Fletcher. Meade Charles W. Bradstreet see i 23) 
James Carney . . 84 Charles D. Kinney . Mag 855 
George W. Towne . ie oe) George A. Parsons . LOU 
Flavel Downs . ; oad J.J. Shepard . : meted Wie 
Richard Fleet. . aL John R. Sears . pele 
Ezra Bly : aay Charles M. Bixby. SE RLOO 
Hiram 8. Clark ; ere ts Michael Harlow : aes aty. 
Charles F. Staples. Su ss 


Important. 


The Annual election of Post Officers will be held at the first stated meeting in October. 
Posts will not elect delegates to the Department Encampment. ‘Every Comrade 
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in good standing will be entitled to a seat and vote in future Department Encamp- 
ments.” 

A blank for report of the name of the newly elected Commander, also Senior 
and Junior Vice-Commanders is enclosed and should be filled out and forwarded 
to these headquarters IMMEDIATELY AFTER election. 

The INSTALLATIONS should take place at the FIRST meeting in November. 
Names of Installing Officers must be sent to these headquarters. 

The Obituary and Annual Reports will not be due until December. Blanks 
for these reports will be forwarded in due time. 


Per order, 


JOHN E. Bronson, 
Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 
State House, Boston, February 15, 1938. 


GENERAL ORDERS 
No. 4 


I. The Seventy-Second Annual Encampment of the Department of Massachu- 
setts, Grand Army of the Republic, will be held in the Oval Room, Hotel Brad- 
ford, Tremont Street, Boston, Tuesday, April 12, 1938. 

II. Past Department Commander George W. Green has been appointed as 
Officer of the Day. 

III. Aides on the staff of the Department Commander will report to the Chief- 
of-Staff, Comrade Hiram §S. Faunce, at 9.30 A.M. 

IV. Department Headquarters will be closed during the sessions of the En- 
campment. They will be open at 9.30 o’clock, Thursday morning, April 14, when 
all Comrades will be welcomed. 

V. RAILROAD FARES. We are advised that there will be no redueen 
in railroad fares. 

VI. To gain admittance every member must give the countersign and present 
the credential card which they will obtain from their Post Commander. No one 
will be admitted without this credential. 

Post Commanders will see that all members who intend attending the Encamp- 
ment ARE PROVIDED WITH THE COUNTERSIGN and the credential, 
and also admonish them not to leave them at home. 

VII. The Annual Banquet will take place at the close of the Encampment, 
in the Oval Room, Hotel Bradford, at 1.30 p.m., April 18, to which all Comrades 
are cordially invited. 

Our numbers are getting fewer. Let’s get closer together. Come and make it 
a heart-to-heart gathering in memory of AULD LANG SYNE. 

VIII. The Seventy-Second Annual National Encampment will be held at 
Des Moines, Iowa, date to be announced in future General Orders. 


Per order, 


JOHN E. Bronson, 
Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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ROSTER, DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, GRAND ARMY 


OF THE REPUBLIC 


Headquarters, State House, Boston 


DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
1937 


Joun E. Bronson, Commander 

JOSEPH F. STODDARD, Senior Vice- Commander 
CHARLES A. MILEs, of untor Vice-Commander 
ALBERT A. NICKERSON, Medical Director 
Rev. E. GeorGcE Brippue, Chaplain 


CouncIL OF ADMINISTRATION 


GEORGE W. GREEN . 
HENRI BATCHELDER . 
LEONARD Boyp . 
Dubey L. PAGE 
PRINCE A. PHINNEY . 


OFFICIAL SLAFF 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Asst. Adjutant-General and 
Asst. Quarter master-General . : : ' 

WiuuiamM H. WormsteEap, Judge- Advocate 

GILBERT D. STREETER, J nspector 

Wiuram F..Dopee, Chief Mustering Officer 

DENNIS DRISCOLL, Patriotic Instructor. 

Hiram 8. FAUNCE, Chief-of-Staff. 

HELEN A. PHINNEY, Department Secretar Y, Past Dept. 
President D.U.V CW. 


Post 144, Dedham 
Post 11, Charlestown 
Post 72, Stoughton 
Post 35, Chelsea 
Post 134, Boston 


Post 200, Jamaica Plain 
Post 156, Everett 

Post 62, Newton 

Post 42, Lowell 

Post 143, Brookline 


Post 88, Quincy 
Post 82, Marblehead 
Post 17, Orange 
Post 5, Lynn 

Post 15, Boston 
Post 110, Randolph 


Past DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS 


Post 
Epwin J. Foster . : : : 10 
Epwin H. LincoLtn f ; 125 
FREDERICK H. BISHOP .. : ; , 88 
GEORGE A. Gay 195 
GEORGE W. GREEN . ; : : TD) 
CuarRLeES L. ROBINSON. ; . 4 

DECEASED 

Post 
AUSTINS. CUSHMAN . ; ; : : : 1 
Asb. R. SPRAGUE . ; : : f : 10 
Francis A. OSBORN . , : : : ; 15 
JAMES L. BATES ; : , ; . 58 
WILLIAM COGSWELL . J : ; ; : 34 
ADIN B. UNDERWOOD : : . : , 62 
JOHN W. KIMBALL . d P : : 19 
GEORGE S. MERRILL 2 : : : aes}! 
Horace B. SARGENT ‘ ; ; ‘ , 15 
JoHN G. B. ADAMS . } : : , ; 5 
JoHn A. HAWES ; , : : : : 1 
GEORGE W. CREASEY p ; ‘ : Ag 
GrEoRGE H. Patcu . ; ; : : fe0o 
GEORGE 8. Evans... : ; ; ; ee 
Joun D. BILLINGs , : : 186 
JoHN W. HERSEY .. ' : : , ‘ 16 


RicHarRD F. ToBin . ; ; : : : 2 


Year 
1928 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 


Year 


1866-67 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876-78 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 


W orcester 
Pittsfield 
Quincy 
Pepperell 
Jamaica Plain 
Melrose 


Date of Death 


Jan. 29, 1907 
May 17, 1910 
Mar. 11, 1914 
Nov. 11, 1875 
May 22, 1895 
Jan. 14, 1888 
July 15, 1910 
Feb. 17, 1900 
Jan. 18, 1908 
Oct. 19, 1900 
Mar. 10, 1883 
July 3, 1909 
July 26, 1887 
April 7, 1903 
Aug. 29, 1933 
Oct. 25, 1912 
Nov. 22, 1893 
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CHARLES D. NASH 
Myron P. WALKER . 
GEORGE L. GOODALE 
GEORGE H. INNIs 
ARTHUR A. SMITH 
JAMES K. CHURCHILL 
Eur W. Hau 

W. A. WETHERBEE 
Jos. W. THAYER 
WILLIAM P. DERBY . 
JoHN M. DEANE 
Wo. H. BartLettT 
Joun E. GILMAN 
Peter D. SMITH 
S1zas A. BARTON 

W. W. BuacKMAR 
Dwicut O. Jupp 
Lucius FIELD 

JAMES H. WoLFF 

J. PAYSON BRADLEY . 
Dante H. L. GLEASON 
ALFRED 8S. ROE . 
JOHN L. PARKER 

J. WILLARD BROWN . 
GRANVILLE C. FISKE 
GEORGE A. HOSLEY . 
Tuomas J. AMES . 
Joun M. Woops . 
ALFRED H. KNOWLES 
Francis KE. Mote 
DANIEL EK. DENNY 
EpwIn P. STANLEY 
GEORGE W. WILDER 
Horace GOODWIN 
Epwin F. Morritu . 
HENRY CLARK . 
GEORGE W. PrRatrT 
BENJAMIN A. Ham 
WiuuiaM L. GAGE 
Henry N. CoMpy 
WILLIAM F. Brown . 
Henry A. Monk 
JAMES H. WEBB 
ALVIN C. HowkEs 
Watpo TURNER 


78 1887 ~ Aug. 5, 1910 


132707 *Tr 1888 Mar. 25, 191) 
2 066 1889 Jan. 30, 1911 
REQ 1890 Jan. 19, 1907 
20 1891 Mar. 21, 1907 
LO As LSS Dec. 6, 1912 
5 1893 Nov. 26, 1920 
62 1894 Nov. 13, 1930 
35 1895 July 22, 1905 
16 1896 Feb. 6, 1901 
46 1897 Sept. 2, 1914 
10 1898 July 5, 1901 
26 1899 Feb. 20, 1921 
99 1900 Jan. 16, 1911 
29 1901 May 27, 1911 
113 1902 July 16, 1905 
ral 1903 ~ Nov. 26, 1906 
64 1904 Aug. 23, 1910 
92 1905 May 3, 1913 
2 1906 April 19, 1927 
63 1907 April 8, 1917 
10 1908 Jan. 6, 1917 
5 1909 Feb. 27, 1917 
186 1910 Dec. 7, 1910 
18 1910-11 Aug. 11, 1921 
11 1912 May 13, 1930 
53 1913 Feb. 15, 1927 
139 1914 April 10, 1927 
36 1915 Dec. 17, 1933 
126 1916 Dec. 29, 1923 
10 1917 Nov. 17, 1925 
67 1918 Dec. 27, 1924 
31 1919 Nov. 28, 1932 
16 1920 Aug. 7, 1934 
156 1921 Jan. 9, 1931 
36 1922 April 30, 1931 
(2 1923 Aug. 18, 1927 
2 1924 Jan. 7, 1931 
87 1925 May 12, 1925 
90 1925 April 15, 1932 
163 1926 April 6, 1927 
87 1927 Mar. 9, 1934 
88 1929 Feb. 19, 1937 
8 1930 Dec. 7, 1930 
58 1930-31 Mar. 4, 1935 


HoNORABLY DISCHARGED FROM THE ORDER 


Henry R. SIBLEY 
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REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SEVENTY-FIrRst NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 


Delegate-at-Large 
Dudley L. Page, Post 42 


Representatives Post 
Charles F. Staples oe kd MARS 
William H. Byrne Td ae ae 
Prince A. Phinney 14148 


Alternate-at-Large 
Henri Batchelder, Post 156 


Alternates Post 
Theodore E. Clark . : i= 34g 
Thomas A. Corson .. 5 


KE. George Biddle PS 134 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS, 1936-1937 


C. H. Wiii1am RuweE, Commander-in-Chief . . Pittsburg, Pa. 
Henry F. RusseE.1, Senior Vice- -Commander-in- Chief . Alliance, Ohio 
THOMAS AMBROSE, Junior Vice-Commander-in- Chief. . Chicago, Il. 
Epwarp H. Cowan, Surgeon-General  . ; . Crawfordsville, Ind. 
Rev. J. Kine Gipson, Chaplain-in-Chief . , . Dayton, Ohio 
STAFF OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
JoHN Lirrte, Adjutant-General . wey bittsbure.bas 
SAMUEL P. Town, Quarter master-General . Philadelphia, Pa. 
James W. WILLETT, Judge Advocate-General . Tama, Iowa 
RosBert M. Rownp, inspector-Generiinw (ie) 62 My, oc, = RipleyjaN ay. 
J. W. Carro.uu, National Patriotic Instructor ; . Lisbon, N. D. 
A. C. Estasrook, Assistant Adjutant-General  . . Grand Rapids, Mich. 
GrEorGE H. Pounpmr, Chief-of-Staff —. a alk . Ft. Atkinson, Wis. 
CHARLES E. Nason, Senior Atde-de-Camp  . : . Gray, Maine 


Past NATIONAL OFFICERS FROM MASSACHUSETTS 


Commanders-in-Chief 


CHARLES DrveEns, 1873-74. Post 10, Worcester. Died Jan. 7, 1891. 
GEORGE S. MERRILL, 1881. Post 39, Lawrence. Died Feb. 17, 1900. 
JoHn G. B. Apams, 1894. Post 5, Lynn. Died Oct. 19, 1900. 
Wiitmon W. Buackmar, 1905. Post 113, Boston. Died July 6, 1905. 
JoHN E. Gruman, 1910. Post 26, Roxbury. Died Feb. 20, 1921. 
EpwIn J. Foster, 1929. Post 10, Worcester. 


Senior Vice-Commanders-tn-Chief 

Ricuarp IF’. Tosin, 1890. Post 2, South Boston. Died Nov. 22, 1890. 

GerorGcE H. Innis, 1891. Post 2, South Boston. Elected to fill vacancy caused 
by decease. Comrade Richard F. Tobin, Died Jan. 19, 1907. 

WiuraM M. On, 1902. Post 26, Roxbury. Died April 15, 1911. 

GeEorRGE A. Hostey, 1921. Post 11, Boston. Died May 13, 1930. 

WILFRED A. WETHEPBER, 1924. Post 62, Newton. Died Nov. 13, 1930. 

EpwIn H. Lincoin. Post 125, Pittsfield. 

Wituiam H. Wormsreap. Post 82, Marblehead. Transferred from Missouri 
Dept. 


Junror Vice-Commanders-in-Chief 
Hersert EK. Hitz, 1878. Post 139, Somerville. Died April 8, 1892. 
EK. B. Sriuuines, 1905. Post 113, Boston. Died Dec. 30, 1917. 


Chaplains-in-Chief 
Autonzo H. Quint, 1868-69. Post 1, New Bedford. Died Nov. 4, 1896. 
JosEPH I’. LoverinG, 1876-81. Post 81, Watertown. Died March 4, 1915. 
Mark B. Taytor, 1896. Post 94, Canton. Died Dec. 3, 1919. 
GeEorGE E. Lovesoy, 1912. Post 146, Lawrence. Died Dec. 25, 1916. 
Pure A. NorpDELL, D.D., 1918. Post 143, Brookline. Died March 10, 1930. 


Adjutants-General 


CorRNELIUS G. ATwoop, 1873. Post 113, Boston. Died Jan. 19, 1888. 
Henry R. Srsuey, 1873. Post 11, Boston. 

WiuuiaM M. On, 1881. Post 26, Roxbury. Died April 15, 1911. 
JAMES F. Mrrcu, 1894. Post 10, Worcester. Died April 30, 1895. 
JoHN E. GILMAN, 1904. Post 26, Roxbury. Died Feb. 20, 1921. 

E. B. Stiuuines, 1910. Post 113, Boston. Died Dee. 30, 1917. 
WILFRED A. WETHERBEE, 1929. Post 62, Newton. Died Nov. 13, 1930. 
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Quartermasters-General 


CorNeELiIus G. Arwoop, 1871-72. Post 113, Boston. Died Jan. 19, 1888. 
A. B. R. Spracue, 1873-74. Post 10, Worcester. Died May 17, 1910. 


Inspectors-General 


GrEORGE 8. Evans, 1888. Post 30, Cambridge. Died April 7, 1903. 
GEORGE L. GoopALE, 1892. Post 66, Medford. Died Jan. 30, 1911. 
WituiaM M. Onin, 1895. Post 26, Roxbury. Died April 15, 1911. 
WILFRED A. WETHERBEE, 1901. Post 62, Newton. Died Noy. 13, 1930. 
J. Payson BrapDLeEy, 1912. Post 2, South Boston. Died April 19, 1927. 


Judge-Advocates General 
WILLIAM COGSWELL, 1878-79. Post 34, Salem. Died May 22, 1895. 
ALBERT CLARK, 1896. Post 191, Boston. Died, 1911. 
James H. Wotrr, 1900. Post 92, Brighton. Died May 8, 1913. 


Surgeons-General 


SAMUEL A. GREENE, 1871-72. Post 15, Boston. Died, 1918. 

JoHN W. Foye, 1875. Post 15, Boston. Died, 1885. 

AzEL AMES, JR., 1882-83. Post 12, Wakefield. Died, 1908. 
WiLiiAM H. Baker, 1899-1900. Post 5, Lynn. Died Aug. 22, 1916. 


Patriotic Instructor 
JOHN B. Lewis, 1909 and 1911. Post 113, Boston. Died Nov. 14, 1923. 


. Chiefs-of-Staff 
Sizas A. Barron, 1894. Post 29, Waltham. Died May 27, 1914. 
J. Payson Brapuey, 1911. Post 2, Boston. Died April 19, 1927. 
GrorGE A. Hosuey, 1915-1920—-1922-1929, Post 11, Boston. Died May 13,1930. 
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Roster oF Past DEPARTMENT AND Past V1icE-DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS 





1866 


1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 


1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 


1931 
1932 
1933 


1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 





COMMANDERS 


*Austin S. Cushman, Prov. 


Conn: 

*Austin S. Cushman. 

*A. B. R. Sprague 
*Francis A. Osborn . 
*James L. Bates 
*Wm. Cogswell . 
TH. R. Sibley 
*A. B. Underwood 
*John W. Kimball 
*Geo. S. Merrill. : 
*Horace Binney Sargent . 
*Horace Binney Sargent . 
*Horace Binney Sargent . 
*John G. B. Adams . 
*John A. Hawes 
*Geo. W. Creasey 
*Geo. H. Patch . 
*Geo. S. Evans . 
*John D. Billings 
*John W. Hersey 
*Richard F. Tobin 
*Chas. D. Nash. 
*Myron P. Walker 
*Geo. L. Goodale 
*Geo. H. Innis . 
*Arthur A. Smith 
*James K. Churchill. 
*Eli W. Hall 
*Wilfred A. Wetherbee 
*Joseph W. Thayer . 
*Wm. P. Derby. 
*John M. Deane ; 
*William H. Bartlett 
*John E. Gilman 
*Peter D. Smith 
*Silas A. Barton 
*W.W. Blackmar 
*Dwight O. Judd 
*Lucius Field . 
*James H. Wolff 
*J. Payson Bradley . 
*D. H. L. Gleason 
*Alfred S. Roe . 
*John L. Parker 
*J. Willard Brown . 
*Granville C. Fiske . 
*George A. Hosley 
*Thomas J. Ames 
*John M. Woods ; 
*Alfred H. Knowles . 
*Francis E. Mole ; 
*Daniel E. Denny 
*EKdwin P. Stanley 
*Geo. W. Wilder 
*Horace Goodwin 
*Edwin F. Morrill 
*Henry Clark 
*George W. Pratt . 
*Benjamin A. Ham . 
*William L. Gage 
*Henry N. Comey . 
*William F. Brown . 
*Henry A. Monk 

Edwin J. Foster 
*James H. Webb 
*Alvin C. Howes 
*Waldo Turner . 
*Waldo Turner . 

Edwin H. Lincoln 
*Frederick H. Bishop 


George A. Gay. 
George W. Green . 
Charles L. Robinson 
John E. Bronson 


*Deceased. 


Post S. V.-COMMANDERS 


1 }*Arthur A. Goodell 
10 |*Geo. H. Pierson . 
15 |*Josiah Pickett 
58 |*H. M. Phillips 
34 |*Wm. Spaulding 
11 |*W.S. B. Hopkins 
62 |*John W. Kimball 
19 |*C. H. Taylor 
39 |*C. Frank Luther . 
15 |*J. L. Skinner 
15 |*Geo. S. Evans 
15 |*John G. B.' Adams 

5 |*John A. Hawes 


EAE Mel de bill: ©, 
49 |*Ben. S. Lovell 
142 |*Wm. H. Hart 


30 |*John D. Billings . 

94 |*John W. Hersey . 
16 |*Richard F. Tobin 
2 |*Chas. D. Nash 

78 |*E. C. Whitney 

97 |*Geo. L. Goodale . 

66 |*Geo. H. Innis ; 
2 |*Arthur A. Smith . 

20 |*James K. Churchill 
10 {*Eli W. Hall 


5 |*Wilfred A. Wetherbee 


62 |*Joseph W. Thayer 
35 |*Wm. P. Derby 
16 |*John M. Deane 
46 |*John E. Gilman . 
10 j*Joseph F. Bartlett 
26 |}*Peter D. Smith 
99 /}*Silas A. Barton . 
29 IFW. W. Blackmar. 
*Dwight O. Judd . 
71 |*Lucius Field. 
64 |*James H. Wolff 
92 |*J. Payson Bradley 
2 ({*D. H. L. Gleason 
63 |*Alfred S. Roe 
10 |*John L. Parker 
5 |*J. Willard Brown 
*Granville C. Fiske 
18 |*George A. Hosley 
11 |*Isaac C. Day 
53 |}*Edward O. Skelton 
*Alfred H. Knowles 
36 |*Francis E. Mole . 
*Daniel E. Denny. 
10 |*Edwin P. Stanley 
67 |*Geo. W. Wilder 
15 |*Horace Goodwin . 
16 |*Edwin F. Morrill. 
*Henry Clark. ; 
36 |*George W. Pratt . 
a *Benjamin A. Ham 
*William L. Gage . 
8 \}*William F. Brown 
90 f 
163 |*Henry A. Monk . 
87 Edwin J. Foster . 
10 |*James H. Webb . 
88 |*Alvin C. Howes . 
Sh *Waldo Turner. 
58 Edwin H. Lincoln 
58 Edwin H. Lincoln 
125 
88 { *David King . 
George A. Gay . 
195 George W. Green 
200 


4 John E. Bronson 
144 Joseph F. Stoddard 


*Frederick H. Bishop . 


Charles L. Robinson . 


Post J. V.-COMMANDERS 












10 |*B. A. Bridges 

34 |*M. W. Burt 

1025 \*He Crees. 

16 |*W. O. Fiske ‘ 
11 |*S. E. Chamberlain . 
120 |*Gardner A. Churchill 

19 |*Lemuel Pope 
139 |*JohnS. Fay . 

79 «=|*J. P. Maxfield . 

36 |*Herbert E. Hill 

30 |*Geo. H. Patch . 

5 |*John A. Hawes 
1 |*S. B. Spooner . 

33 |*Benj. S. Lovell. 

5S athe Br Wight 

35 |*John D. Billings 

94 |*W. A. Sloane 

16 |*Richard F. Tobin 

2 *C. D. Nash 

78 |*E. C. Whitney. 

68 |*James Kittle 

66 |*Geo. H. Innis 

2 }*Arthur A. Smith 
20 |*James K. Churchill 
10 |*Eli W. Hall 

5 |*Wilfred A. Wetherbee 

62. |*Joseph W. Thayer 

35 |*Wm. P. Derby 

16 |*John M. Deane 

46 |*John E. Gilman 

26 |*Peter D. Smith 
162 |*George M. Fiske 

99 |*Silas A. Barton 

26 |*W. W. Blackmar 
113. }*Dwight O. Judd 

71 |*Lucius Field 

64 |*James H. Wolff 

92 |*J. Payson Bradley . 

2 |*D. H. L. Gleason 

63 |*Alfred 8S. Roe . 

10 |*John L. Parker 

5 |*J. Willard Brown 
186 |*Granville C. Fiske . 

18 |*George A. Hosley 

11 |*Isaac C. Day 
101 |*Thomas J. Ames 
191 |}*John M. Woods 

36 |*Francis E. Mole 
126 |*Daniel KE. Denny 

10 |*Edwin P. Stanley 

67 |*Geo. W. Wilder 

15 |*Horace Goodwin 

16 |*Edwin F. Morrill 
156 |*Henry Clark . 

36 |*George W. Pratt 

72 |*Benjamin A. Ham . 

2 |*William L. Gage 

87 |*Henry N. Comey 
163 |*Henry A. Monk 

87 Edwin J. Foster 

10 |*James H. Webb 

88 |*Alvin C. Howes 

8 |*Waldo Turner . 

58 Edwin H. Lincoln 
125f \|*Frederick H. Bishop 
125 |*Frederick H. Bishop 

88 |*David King . 

15 } George A. Gay. 

195 

200 Charles L. Robinson 
4 John E. Bronson 

144 Joseph F. Stoddard, 
11 Charles A. Miles 


tHonorably discharged. 
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